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Letter from the Chair 

 
      I am writing this on a dark and unseasonably warm January 
day.  The camellias are out a month early and I hope my fruit trees 

do not assume that it will remain this mild (14C today) and have all 
their precocious flowers blighted by later frosts. 
      This month we have the Teddington Party, which is always 
enjoyable, to look forward to.  Less eagerly anticipated is the 
meeting on the proposed CPZ which has been a sadly divisive issue 
for Teddington and which is reported on at greater length 

elsewhere in this issue of Tidings.  There are several events planned 
for later in the year and I hope to be able to join you all at some of 
them. 

Jenny Hilton 

 

 
 

 

             TEDDINGTON LIGHTS UP 
 

 

         l. to.r.  

 

        Jenny Hilton 

        John Demont 

        Cllr Marc Cranfield-Adams 

        (Mayor of Richmond) 

        Jason Leonard
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From the Editor 

Welcome! 
As Margaret announced in the December issue, I am now the 

acting Editor – confirmation takes place at the AGM – so my first 

issue is very much a probationary work. Let me introduce myself. 

My name is Mike Woods and I have lived in Teddington since 1966 

when I graduated and took a post as a nuclear physicist at the NPL. 

36 years later, in 2002, I took semi-retirement from the NPL as an 

Emeritus Fellow and now seem to be working harder than ever 

before. So why did I volunteer to be Editor? I am already asking 

myself that question. I have spent many years writing and 

refereeing scientific papers but that hardly qualifies me to be the 

Editor of Tidings. Thankfully, Margaret has promised to help and to 

dig me out of the many holes into which I am sure I will fall. I also 

have a band of trusty proof-readers to back me up. I hope that I 

can maintain the high standards that you expect but “the proof of 

the pudding is in the eating” and I rely on members to give me 

constructive feedback. So, the ball is in your court and I look 

forward to receiving your comments, criticisms, suggestions, etc.   

Mike Woods                               

mike.woods@blueyonder.co.uk 

Copy deadline for the next issue is 20th April. 

 
Roger Ford 
 
      It was with great sadness that we learnt of the death of Roger 
Ford just before Christmas.  Roger was an active member of the 
Teddington Business Community and took a keen interest in the 

activities of the Teddington Society, being a Corporate Member of 
long standing.  He was particularly keen to preserve the unique 
character of Teddington, particularly of the High Street where the 
offices of his company, the NPD Partnership, were situated. Roger 
was involved in the Toy Industry where he had an international 
reputation and was much admired and respected. 

      I first got to know Roger during my time as Chairman when the 
issue of restoring the Christmas Lights in Teddington was raised.  
Roger felt that all the tree brackets above the shops should have 
trees at Christmas time and promptly set about organising it with 
the help of his loyal team of Mary and Peter.  He started in the High 

Street and, as the years progressed, requests for trees came from 
Broad Street and the Causeway and even further afield.  The first 
trees he supplied free and thereafter only charged a modest sum 
for supplying and installing them. There is no doubt that Roger's 
example encouraged the Society to become actively involved in 
the provision of Christmas Lights and it is something which we 

should continue to support.  His legacy must be preserved. 
      Roger had many interests and was extremely well-liked, the 
perfect gentleman, modest and unassuming.  He will be greatly 
missed by all those who knew him and we send our sincerest 
condolences to his wife, Teresa, and all his family. 
      A Leukaemia Research Fund has been set up in Roger Ford's 

memory.  Donations may be made via the Roger Ford Forget Me 
Not Fund at www.lrf.org.uk 
 
John Demont 

 

(The Society has sent £50to the Fund in Roger’s memory) 
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Teddington Lights Up

      On a fine night in November, hundreds of 
people turned out to enjoy the Christmas lights 
and take part in the festivities.  The Mayor of 
Richmond, Cllr Marc Cranfield-Adams, and 
rugby legend Jason Leonard switched on the 

lights outside Elmfield House watched by a large 
crowd of parents and children.  Following the 
switch-on, a choir from Churches Together in 
Teddington sang carols around the illuminated 
tree. 
     The crowds then dispersed into Broad Street 

and High Street where they sampled the 
hospitality and activities in the shops and 
businesses. There were many events organised 

on the day including story-telling at the Library, a 
drawing competition, two jazz bands, a dance 
group, a treasure hunt, chocolate and other 
tastings, Santa's grotto and sleigh and a giant 
Christmas tree event at the Landmark Centre. 

      The Teddington Society was again heavily 
involved with Sheena Harold in particular doing 
sterling work.  The town has never looked so 
festive with more lights and trees lit up this year 
and it was obvious from all the comments 
received that everyone had thoroughly enjoyed 

the friendly atmosphere. 
 

John Demont 

 
 
                            Teddington School Jazz Band 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Marc, Jason, John and cast of thousands! 

 
Reports from the Groups

Planning Group 
 

Contact for Society members: 
Brian Lane 020 8943 0811 
Report submitted by Diana Gillespie 

dianagilles@aol.com 

 

      The Group continues to be concerned with 
the following: 

      Teddington School.  The application for 
rebuilding Teddington School was approved by 
the Council’s Planning Committee on 17/01/08.  
The layout was essentially the same as that 
proposed in September: i.e. with two all-weather 
pitches on the School site and a Multi-Use 

Games Area on the Broom Road recreation 
ground. The Group inevitably has mixed feelings 
about the decision. On the one hand, we are 
delighted there will be a new school building.   
Students and staff thoroughly deserve it and, in 
general, we like the striking design. On the other 

hand, we still consider that the project could 
have been a lot better, with a more imaginative 

eye to the future.  Before the Committee met, 
we sent a note repeating clearly our concerns 
about the decision to retain two pitches on site. 
These were explained in November’s Tidings. 

Briefly, we again argued that the result was a 
serious limitation of the area available for 
informal recreation and, even more important, 
for possible future expansion of the School. We 
believe that these points were not fully 

considered and our suggestions that the sports 
grounds at either St Mary’s College or Imperial 
College could be utilised appear to have been 
ignored.   As a result room for future expansion of 
the school is very limited. The story of this scheme 
has been something of a missed opportunity 

and an illustration of the need for the Council to 
make “consultation” more effective, by 
examining constructive criticism in greater 
depth. 
      The Sandy Lane Jewsons site.  Following our 
comments in the last Tidings, the appellants 

have appealed against the Council’s failure to 
determine the amended application within the 



  

Page 4 

statutory period and have also put in a revised 
amendment. This decreases the number of flats 
by 4, i.e. from 40 extra flats to 36 with the number 
of three-bedroomed flats raised from 1 to 16, 
thus increasing the density of the scheme. We 
are also concerned that the buildings would still 

be too high and overbearing. The Group has 
written to the Council making these objections. 
      National Physical Laboratory.  Demolition of 
the old buildings on the site progresses well and, 
when completed, NPL will begin landscaping 
the site. We are pressing for timings on these 

projects and for assurances that the Coleshill 
Gate to Bushy Park will remain open as much as 
possible during the demolition.  This gate will be 
closed for some time in March/April while the 
Rutherford Building is demolished.  We also want 

to know when the Clapperstile Gate is to be 
reopened for public use.  
      Craig House, Park Road.  This site, next to the 
St. John's Ambulance building, is owned by the 
Richmond Housing Partnership, who applied last 
year for 6 x 3 bedroom houses, as affordable 

housing. This site borders a Conservation Area 
and the surrounding houses are Georgian or 
Victorian cottages.  The proposed houses were 
very heavy, bleak and uninspiring and the 
materials proposed were inappropriate.   We 
objected as we would like to see something 

which will enhance and not be detrimental to 
the Conservation Area.  Planning permission was 
refused and their appeal will go before 
committee shortly.  In the meantime, a new 
planning application has been submitted in 
which the appellants say they are redressing the 

situation and the houses are not quite so over-
bearing.   We will consider the new application. 
      Elmfield House.  This attractive building, 
which is of historical and architectural interest, 
has now been sold by the Council but we do not 
know whether it will be used for commercial or 

residential use.  When a planning application is 
presented, we shall ensure that the scheme is in 
keeping with the prominent position of the house 
at the heart of Teddington.  (see also comments 
from the History Group)  

 

Historical Research Group 

 
 
Mary Green 020 8977 5615 
mary17keg@yahoo.co.uk 

 

      In parallel with the Planning Group (see 
above), we are concerned too about the future 
of Elmfield House. Several members contacted 
me expressing their concern. It is a Grade 2 listed 
building, and so can only be altered internally. I 
have written to the council Conservation Officer, 

and the Planning Department, to bring this to 

their attention. I also spoke to Councillor 
Elengorn and he agreed to keep an eye on the 
situation. We understand that it must be made fit 
for a useful purpose if it is to be preserved, but it 
is one of the few beautiful old buildings left in 
Teddington, and we must all be watchful. 

 

Roads and Transport Group 

 
 

Brian Holder 020 8977 1579 
brianholder99@aol.com 

  

Controlled Parking Zone Consultation – further 

problems 

 

1. The “Working Party” meeting   
     Looking back at the last two issues of Tidings, I 
realize that I was being over-optimistic in 
expecting that an independent working party 
would be set up, with a broad representation of 

all shades of opinion, and with a more 
democratic approach. I could not have been 
more wrong: almost all the residents present at 
the 12th November meeting were very pro-CPZ, 
and the expected similar number of anti-CPZ 
residents did not materialize. All the indications 

were that, as was alleged with the St Margaret’s 
CPZ working party, virtually all the invitees 
appeared to be hand picked pro-CPZ residents. 
This was one of the few meetings where I hardly 
recognized anyone - most appeared to be 
relatively new arrivals in Teddington. The 

meeting had no structure, no working party was 
set up, no analyzed voting returns or other 
documents were produced, just a set of plans 
which were laid out at the end of the meeting. It 
was, by any standards, unsatisfactory. There 
were no detailed presentations and no proper 

voting.  So if anyone tells you that a working 
party was set up and it discussed and made 
decisions - it is not true. 
 
2. Why a public pre-consultation meeting for all 

residents should have been held 

      New CPZ consultation procedures were 
introduced by the Cabinet in July 2006. These 
included mandatory pre-consultation with 
Community Groups, Residents’ Associations, or 
Business Associates wishing to participate in the 

study, and states that “It is often helpful to hold a 
public meeting at the earliest possible stage to 
announce the study, to obtain initial views, and 
to invite representation”. None of this has 
happened. The inexplicable failure to follow 
these new democratic procedures in 

Teddington has been a great disappointment 
for all residents and businesses. The Teddington 
Society wanted a pre-consultation public 
meeting, open to all Teddington residents and 
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businesses as at no stage have these groups had 
the opportunity to discuss the benefits or 
otherwise of CPZs with Councillors, Council 
Officials, or fellow residents and businesses. They 
have been deprived of this first and only 
opportunity to make their views about CPZs 

known and to help avoid the unnecessary 
problems dogging this latest consultation.    
      Many questions could have been debated, 
including:- 
• Membership/structure of a CPZ working party; 
• the area, number, and type of CPZ; 

• introduction of 20 mph zones; 
• prevention and/or management of 

displacement (the biggest problem); 
• which two hour period was best for residents 

close to the station; 

• the inclusion or exclusion of Community 
Parking spaces; 

• the imposition or otherwise of parking charges; 
• the amount and type of signs; 
• the freeing up of yellow lines from 10.30 a.m. 

for free turnover parking; 

• half-pavement parking in Sandy Lane;    
• removal of CPZ status from Normansfield Ave. 
      The “Working Party” could have, but did not, 
discuss any of these questions. 
 

3. Teddington CPZ plans - hundreds of free 

parking spaces to disappear 

      Current plans show hundreds of community 
parking spaces being allocated to residents and 
businesses who do not need them, or replaced 
by new yellow lines, or converted to 80p per 
hour Pay & Display spaces. The cost is over £400 

per year for outer Teddington rail commuters 
who use them on a daily basis: residents around 
the station will pay on average £45 per year for 
a permit to park in the same area.  
      In the June CPZ exercise, fewer than 10 roads 
were in favour of a CPZ, with 139 residents voting 

“Yes” to question 1 – just 6.8% of the 2085 
residents originally consulted. Those roads could 
easily be made into a tightly drawn CPZ with 
little or no adverse effect on surrounding roads, 
provided that community parking spaces are 

excluded. This logical first step - the least divisive 
option – would gain general acceptance in 
Teddington. Immediately adjacent roads can 
be reviewed after 3 months and, should 
displacement be a problem, a tightly managed 
road-by-road expansion could be put in place. 

We have urged Councillor Trigg, the Cabinet 
Member for Parking and Transport, to instruct 
Council Officials to produce new plans meeting 
the needs of the 10 roads, without imposing 
unfair costs and loss of free parking spaces. 
 

 

 

4. Society CPZ policy – no change 

      The Society continues to support calls for a 
CPZ along house frontages in a small number of 
roads around the station where a majority of 
residents voted “Yes” to question 1 (“Would you 
like your road to be included in the Teddington 

CPZ operating between 8.30 a.m. and 10.30 
a.m. on Monday to Friday?”) It does not support 
the inclusion of roads voting “No” to question 1 
and “Yes” to question 2. Community parking 
spaces (i.e. those not outside house frontages or 
along railway and park boundaries) must always 

remain available for use by everyone.  

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Riverside and Open Spaces Group 

 
Ann Sayer 020 8977 9495 

a.sayer1@which.net 

 
      The public consultation 
on the refurbishment of 
Grove Gardens was held 
on December 4th before a 

packed audience of 
around 50 people, mostly 
residents living close to the 
park.  
      The Council presented 
its modest proposals. 

These, which were widely 

STOP PRESS 
 
      At a crowded Transport Consultative 
Group meeting in the Baptist Church on 30th 
January, 32 speakers addressed the 

problems of parking in Teddington. 
      The majority of speakers were opposed 
to CPZs, mainly because of the fear of 
unlimited expansion. The minority in favour, 
supported by Cllrs Knight and Mumford, told 
of their difficulties in finding parking spaces 

when returning from various trips.  
      The voting was:-  
� 1120 households consulted 
� 545 voting papers returned 
� “Yes” 197 (36 %), “No” 330 (61 %) 
      The “Yes” vote represents only 18 % of 

households consulted, just over one in six. 
      Councillor David Trigg, Cabinet Member 
for Transport, decided not to announce his 
decision at the meeting but, on 5 February, 
he approved a CPZ covering 11 roads.  

 
      The Teddington Society has asked for the 
decision to be called in by the Scrutiny 

Committee and for the meeting to be held 

at Teddington to ensure that there is enough 

space for residents to attend the meeting.   
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accepted, involve mainly tree work, more shrub 
planting and path improvements.  Local 
residents were particularly concerned about 
matters of security in the park and the state of a 
small adjoining Council depot.  The work is 
already underway. 

      The Environment Agency is carrying out 
major work at Teddington Lock costing some 
£800,000.  This includes repairs to the lock house 
island which has been suffering erosion (and has 
involved pile-driving) and the construction of 
moorings downstream of the lock.  This is part of 

the overall Teddington Gateway project which 
should eventually also cover the construction of 
toilets and showers plus some work on new 

bollards, lights, surfacing, etc. With the 

forthcoming 2012 Olympics, the climate for 
lottery fund bidding is not good, so the EA will 

now use its own resources or seek funding from 
other sources to carry out the work, 
 

Trees and Gardens 

 

Sheena Harold 020 8977 2700 
 
      Following “Teddington in Flower” last June, 
we received an estimate for the construction of 
2 railway sleeper raised beds at United 
Response, the Hampton Road-based charity 

which supports people with learning disabilities 
or mental health needs to live the lives they 
choose. United Response is raising money to turn 
its back garden into a sensory garden. As you 
can see from the accompanying photo, the 

residents, Staff Manager and Jackie Mackinney, 
are all set to enjoy our £1,000 donation. 
 

 
 
     We are now thinking about this year’s 
“Teddington in Flower” which will be on Sunday 
June 8th. What we need are 8 or 9 beautiful, 
interesting back gardens which will delight the 
viewers. Already Alan Drake has agreed to open 

his and he’s planning an entirely new planting. 

All offers please either to Sheena at the above 
phone number or to Pat Shuttleworth at 
pat@patdunc.waitrose.com. We’ll also need 
volunteers to garden-sit, welcome our visitors 
and take their money. Don’t be shy of 
volunteering or we’ll have to come and get 

you!! Anyone can do it, it just takes a couple of 
hours of your time - bring a friend if you wish. 
      The Society continues to support Richmond 
Borough in Bloom in beautifying the Borough as 
evinced by the hanging baskets we sponsor at 
the High Street’s Cedar Road car park. The 

Bloom competition will be launched this year on 
Wednesday 23rd April with a Plant Auction at 
Sempervirens Nursery, Hospital  Bridge Road, 
from 6.15 to 8.30. There’s plenty of car parking 
and your £5 ticket entitles you to a free plant, 

wine and buffet before the Plant Auction. This is 
a unique opportunity as the Nursery is not 
normally open to the public. I’ll have tickets with 
me at the AGM or contact me beforehand. 
      “Design A Poster” is an art competition open 
to all children who go to school in the Borough. 

There are 4 age categories from Under 5s up to 
16  year olds. One picture will be chosen to 
illustrate this year’s Richmond in Bloom poster. 
Winners will get £50 for their school and a £200 
prize for themselves.  For more information, 
email: richmondinbloom@btopenworld.com or 

download entry forms in PDF format from: 
www.richmondboroughinbloom.co.uk . Closing 
date for entries is Thursday 20th March. This is a 
wonderful way to combine an interest in art with 
gardening. So come on all you budding young 
artists and get painting plants, etc, eh? 

 
 

NEW YEAR PARTY 
 
      101 Teddingtonians accepted our invitation 
to the New Year Party on January 26th. About 90 

turned up to devour the scrumptious buffet laid 
on by members of the Executive Committee. The 
high spot was a selection of cheeses provided at 
a generous discount by The Teddington Cheese.  
The church mice had to make do with crumbs! 
      Jenny Hilton brought along 20 beautiful 

photos she’d taken around the world and 
invited us to place them in the right locations. 
The winner, LINDEN LANGFORD, correctly 
identified 16 from the Caucasus to the 
Karakorams! 
      Our photos on the opposite page show a 

selection of those who came along and 
contributed to a very enjoyable evening. The 
evening competition winners, left to right, are 
ELIZABETH COX, JENNIFER SHAW, JENNY, COLIN 
PAIN, LINDEN and TONY GREENWAY. The 4 
runners-up identified 15 out of 20. Well done all!            



  

Page 7 

Page TEDDINGTON SOCIETY NEW YEAR PARTY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                    Colin   

Elizabeth  Jennifer  Jenny                                     Tony 
                                                        Linden   



  

Page 8 

Tidy Group Teddington 
 

David Lawton 020 8977 6778 
david@lawton.f9.co.uk 

 
      During the past months, recycling has taken 
up almost all of our attention. The new kerbside 
scheme had been going since Nov 5th but it was 
still not running smoothly at Christmas: there 
were several snags such as insufficient lorries and 

confusing instructions for householders. On the 
ground, several roads had missed collections (by 
days, even a week); some sorting took place on 
the kerbside; many roads became littered and 
disgracefully untidy. Sometimes, after residents 
had carefully sorted their waste, the pressure to 

remove it meant that it was often combined into 
one lorry, hopefully to be sorted at the depot. All 
too often our street cleaners were diverted to 
help collections or to clean up the local mess. 
On the plus side, things are settling down, more 
people are taking advantage of the facilities 

and much more waste is now being recycled. 
      At Christmas, after our appeals to the 
Council, things were much improved at the 
Recycling Sites: bins emptied more frequently; 
sites cleaned regularly. The kerbside collection of 

cardboard considerably reduced the amount 
that had previously been dumped at the sites. 
     TGT has been out and about in Teddington to 
discover a few of the problems and how you 
can get over them.  Below we have summed-up 
how you should all deal with your recycling. 

However, recycling material just does not go 
away. Try to reduce all the plastics and extra 
packaging at the shopping counter; take your 
own shopping bag.  Refuse to buy pre-packed 
goods, especially vegetables, and buy products 
in containers that can easily be recycled, such 

as glass, tins and cardboard. Do keep at it. The 
more we can recycle the better. 
      In January, we had an evening with George 
Andrews from the Waste Management Team to 
find out just how the Council were organising 
things. A very informative presentation was given 

to a packed house and, as expected, our lively 
and demanding team was anxious to ask every 
conceivable question and glean every bit of 
information: the planned 1 hour presentation 
took two and half hours.  
      High on everyone’s agenda was that, 

although residents have taken great care to 
separate materials, some collectors threw 
everything together into one bin when 
collecting it. We are told that, for various 
reasons, this will continue till the summer in most 

areas, BUT please continue to separate, 
particularly the newspaper and magazines, and 
use the BLUE bag! 
 

RECYCLING FROM HOME. 

The RE-USABLE WHITE CANVAS BAG. This is in 
addition to the black box and blue recycling 
bag. It is washable and folds away – a real 
bonus if you lack space for yet another 
container. Use it to store recycling items in and 

then leave it outside your home for collection 
days. 

Separate Your Rubbish 

� Put PAPER (newspaper, magazines) IN A 
SEPARATE CONTAINER, preferably the BLUE BAG. 
� Envelopes are ‘cardboard.’ You can put 

ENVELOPES, CARDBOARD and PLASTIC BOTTLES 
together. They go in either the black box OR 
white bag. Glue from envelopes contaminates 
recycled ‘PAPER’. 
�   Flatten cardboard and fit it inside the black 

box OR white bag.  

      Material        Container 

Paper, Magazines only    Blue Bag 

Cans, tins, foil, textiles 

(bagged), plastic bottles, 
cardboard, envelopes   

Black box OR 

New white 
canvas recycling 
bag.     

Glass - it must be 
separate. For safety. It 

MUST NOT be put with 
paper or card.  

Black box.       

Is it a ‘plastic bottle”? 

      Yes. If it is plastic and in a bottle shape, you 
can recycle it. This includes plastic bottles made 
from different coloured plastics; e.g. empty 
(supermarket) milk containers, drink bottles and 
bottles that contained household cleaning 

products and beauty products. 
      Include PLASTIC BOTTLE TOPS with your plastic 
bottles.  Please squash the bottle and replace 
the lid.  
      Please do not leave out other types of plastic 
for recycling, such as plastic food trays and 

yoghurt pots. 

A number of dates have been set aside for 
litterpicks and clean-ups, as shown below: 
 
      Litterpicks 

 Saturday April 26th 
 Friday June 13th @ 4.30 @ the Riverside 
 Saturday September 20th 
 Saturday November 8th @ the Memorial 
       Clean-Ups 
 Saturday February 16th 

 Saturday July 19th 
 Saturday October 11th  

      Recycling Clean-Ups 
 Thursday April 2nd 
 Thursday September 25th 
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DOUGLAS BROWN, MBE 
 
      In June last year, Douglas Gordon Stafford 

Brown was presented with a Lifetime Award by 
the Mayor of Richmond at a special ceremony 
at the Twickenham Rugby Ground. This award 
was a result of the many years of commitment 
that Douglas has contributed to national and 
local charitable support groups. This year, that 

contribution has been recognised nationally 
and, by the time you read this, Douglas will have 
been invested by the Queen as an MBE “for 
charitable services in West London”.  
      As one of the first residents in Harrowdene 

Gardens, and during a particularly bad bout of 
influenza, Douglas was struck by the benefits 
that could derive from a mutual help group 
amongst his immediate neighbours. All of his 18 
neighbours responded to his call and the first 
group was set up in 1975. The “Help a Neighbour 

Harrowdene” initiative rapidly expanded to 
Teddington and Hampton Wick. The success of 
the Teddington and Hampton Wick Voluntary 
Care Group, which now boasts a volunteer 
group of up to 80 people, encouraged other 
communities to develop similar schemes.  

      At the age of 85, Douglas continues to be as 
enthusiastic as ever and is still actively involved 
in several voluntary help groups, both local and 
national. Our congratulations on the award and 
long may you continue.   

 
 

FIREBIRD ‘91 
 
      We were recently contacted by Dave 
Kenway who was looking to parade his custom 
car in the Chestnut Parade in Bushy Park this 
year (see Events page for details). As a new 

arrival in Teddington, where he now lives with his 
“lovely girlfriend Sue and a mad cat, Archie”, it 
seemed an ideal opportunity to get him to 
introduce himself (or rather the car) to the local 
community. 

 Dave Kenway and Firebird ‘91 

 

      The car in question is a Pontiac Firebird 

Coupe. For the aficionados, the specification 
includes 160 bhp, V6 variant, cold air induction, 
straight-through hand-made Flowmaster 
exhaust, scanning front  “Knightlight”, extra red 
led accent lighting and much, much more. I get 
the impression that Dave is more than ready to 

expand (or is it expound) on the attractions of his 
vehicle which you may have heard “rumbling 
around Teddington lately”. If you don’t get the 
chance to say hello before, look out for him in 
the Chestnut Sunday Parade. 

 

  

GEORGE MARTIN 
 

 

      Following the article in the last issue about R 
D Blackmore, the Editor was contacted by Tess 
Garland. Tess (nee Martin) was born and lived in 
Latimer Road in Teddington until 1964, when she 
moved to Colchester. She writes that her great 

grandfather, George Martin, lived in one of the 
cottages in Gomer Place and was believed to 
have been a gardener for R D Blackmore. In 
addition to those duties, he was also the verger 
at Christ Church in Station Road until his death in 
1911.  

      The pen and ink drawing is of George 
(original in colour, artist and date unknown). Tess 
has only recently joined the Teddington Society 
but she hopes to come to some of the coffee 
mornings in the future. We look forward to seeing 
you there, Tess. 
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RETURN TO CHERTSEY ABBEY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      In last summer’s edition of Tidings I wrote about 

a sinister encounter that I experienced whilst on a 
fishing trip on the Abbey river at Chertsey. Despite 
my experience, I was driven to learn more and the 
team at Chertsey Museum have been extremely 
helpful in supporting my research. 
      The precincts of Chertsey Abbey are almost 

surrounded by an array of fishponds or “stews” , 
dug in 1308, at the command of Abbott John de 
Rutherwyk, probably one of the most powerful 
Abbots in the abbey’s history and described thus; 
      “A most religious Father and a most prudent 

and profitable lord…who might be termed the 

convent’s second founder, the restorer of all really 

good works and the substantial improver of the 
manors belonging to the monastery.” 
      During the peak of the abbey’s power and 
domination, in its “golden years” between 1307 

and 1346, all local manors had to pay levies to the 
abbey to fund its vital economy. But it was not just 
with money but also with livestock, particularly fish. 
Even the local manors around Teddington were 
not excluded. For example, Petersham manor had 
to supply 1000 eels and 1000 lampreys each year. 

Byfleet manor had to supply 325 eels. I suppose it 
was here that the origin of the phrase “there’s 
something fishy going on here” came about with 
these early monastic tax collectors chasing up 
their taxpayers for their levies.  
      The fishponds obviously played an important 

role in maintaining the abbey’s vast food supplies 
as “stew ponds” for the fish stocks. They can still be 
seen today - quite impressive and well worth the 
visit. I was fortunate to see them after a period of 
heavy rain when they were all completely full. In 
summer, they tend to dry out completely.  

      Chertsey Abbey was a massive economic 
operation and all the surrounding land was used 
to produce dairy and vegetable produce, as well 
as fruit, honey and wine. On nearby St Anne’s Hill, 

much of the south facing slopes were used as 
vineyards, but more about St Anne’s Hill later! 
      To really appreciate the extent of the abbey’s 
enormous influence over this vast area, even 
beyond Teddington, you need to visit it yourself 
and the museum as well, as I do quite regularly. It 

was on one of these such visits that I was informed 
about a most bizarre but fascinating occurrence 
that happens each year on 19th January. 
      You may recollect my rather spooky encounter 
on the riverbank last year. Well, each year, an 
order of Russian Orthodox monks visits the Abbey 

river in order to bless the waters. They are from the 
Saint Edward Brotherhood in Brookwood, near 
Woking and “The Blessing of the Waters” actually 
takes place at the precise spot where I had the 
spooky encounter, what a strange coincidence!  

      The Brotherhood performs this annual 
ceremony to mark the Orthodox festival of 
Theophany or Baptism of Christ. But the most 
interesting fact is that the abbot Beocca, and the 
priestmonk Ethor, who were both murdered by the 
Viking marauders along with the 50 monks at my 

fishing spot in 871, are considered celebrated 
martyrs by the Brotherhood, and are seen as 
Patron Saints of London. Their act of martyrdom is 
very much an integral part of the whole 
ceremony. 
      So with these facts in mind, I arranged to see 

the ceremony first hand and meet up with the 
Saint Edward Brotherhood. 
      Saturday 19th January 2008 was an extremely 
mild, almost spring-like day as I waited at the end 
of Colonel’s Lane by Abbey Bridge farm. I stood by 
the “listed” Old Herring Dovecote, circa 1880, and 

waited until just before 12.30, when a procession of 
very solemn-looking Orthodox monks appeared 
from behind the old barn carrying an assortment 
of religious items - books, incense burners, robes, 
head dresses and fantastic framed icons, plus 
loads and loads of towels! It seemed surreal as I 

always associated this place with fishing and it was 
a fishing trip that started off this whole journey. 
      Robin and Mary Haig who live in the white 
cottage at Abbey Bridge Farm have for the last 
few years allowed the Brotherhood to perform 

their ritual on their concrete jetty, as the last time it 
was done on the muddy bank nearby, the Abbot 
slipped and fell in!  
      The ceremony was beautiful and was 
attended by about a hundred people including 
many locals and quite a few Russians. The 

ceremony itself is actually over a thousand years 
old and involved the reading of ancient scripture, 
swinging incense and blessing the waters of the 
Abbey river. Everyone was invited to have their 
heads wetted at the end. 

A new fan of TidingsA new fan of TidingsA new fan of TidingsA new fan of Tidings    
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      Afterwards, as the Haigs had kindly laid on 
some refreshments, I had a long chat with one of 
the monks who was absolutely fascinated by my 
ghostly experience and the link with their 
celebrated martyrs.  
      I feel that I have been on a journey that has 

led me in numerous directions, uncovered 
countless local facts and unearthed some pretty 
amazing discoveries. My journey in Chertsey is not 
finished. It has only just started.  
      I mentioned St Anne’s Hill earlier in the context 
of its former vineyards. I have been invited to 

attend and observe a forthcoming ritual on St 
Anne’s Hill that will take place after dark involving 
local Druids and White Witches at a site known as 
“The Dingles” near Druids Wood on the hill.  
  
Jon Taylor  

 

The Teddington Society 
 

New members 
We welcome the following new members: 
 

Fred and Ann Hayward 

Mary Duncan-Johnson 

Ann Lamacroft 

Mrs T.V. Garland 

Theo and Sally Serkovich 

Mr and Mrs Brian Roberts 

Valerie Banfield and Violet Lonnon 

Corporate Members 

We welcome the following new Corporate 

Member: 

 
Roger Sutton & Co. Chartered Accountants 
 

We are grateful to all our Corporate Members 

for their continued support: 
 

British Maritime Technology 

Broom Water Association 

Caroline Turner Shoes 

Elements 

Eton Publications and Teddington Bookshop 

Fairways Residents Association 

Haymarket Publishing 

Lensbury Club 

Milestone Residential  

Nova Fortuny  Dianne Yarlett 

NPD Partnership 

Richard Steer & Co 

Shambles Wine bar 

Sims Opticians 

Squires Garden Centre 

Tamesis Club 

The Financial Planning Group 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

      The Teddington Society AGM will be held on 
Tuesday 15 April 2008 in St Mary’s Parish Hall, 
Langham Road, starting at 7.30 p.m. It will be 

preceded by a talk by Dr Donald and Mrs Joy Bell. 
The subject will be wood turning and members will 
have the opportunity to view the tools used and 
some examples of their work. 

Members and Group Convenors: 

Roger Avins  Vice President 

John Demont  Vice President 
Joan Freeman  Vice President 
Jenny Hilton  Chair 

Duncan Shuttleworth Treasurer 
Maria Pemberton Secretary 

Belinda Heal  Membership Secretary 

Sheena Harold  Press Officer 
Rosemary Connellan  Minutes Secretary 
Margaret Chan  Editor 
Angela Carvill  Events 

Convenors 

Mary Green  Historical Research 
Brian Lane  Planning 
Ann Sayer  Riverside & Open Spaces 
Brian Holder  Roads & Transport 
David Lawton  Tidy Group Teddington 
Sheena Harold  Trees & Gardens 

 
We invite nominations for Officers and Committee 
Members, using the slip below. Nominations should 
be signed by the proposer, seconder and the 
consenting candidate. They should be returned to 
Maria Pemberton at 41 Church Lane, Teddington, 

TW11 8PA by the end of March. 
 
�………………………………………………………... 

I wish to nominate: 

Name…………………………………………………… 
 

Address………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………... 
as a Committee Member of the Teddington 
Society 
 
Signature of Proposer 

…………………………………………………………... 
Signature of Seconder 

…………………………………………………………... 
Name 

…………………………………………………………... 

Signature of Candidate 

 

…………………………………………………………..
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EVENTS 
� Thursday March 6th:   Coffee morning at Peg 
Woffington Cottage, 167 High Street. Come and 

join us for a cup of Tony’s delicious coffee, from 11 
am. 
 
� Tuesday March 11th:   Visit to St. John’s Gate 

and guided tour of Clerkenwell. Just a reminder to 
meet at St. John’s at 11.15. Suggest we catch the 

9.40 train to Waterloo, then bus no 243 from bus 
stop J. Get off at St. John’s Street. Tour of St. John’s 
is free but please contribute a minimum of £4 
towards upkeep. Clerkenwell afternoon tour, £6 
payable on the day. 
 

� Tuesday April 8th:   Coffee morning (see 
above). 
 
� Tuesday April 15th:   AGM of the Teddington 

Society at St. Mary’s Parish Hall, Langham Road, 

starting at 7.30 pm. See separate announcement 
on page 11. All members are welcome. 
 
� Friday April 25th: Visit to Brooklands, the 

“Birthplace of British Motorsport and Aviation”. Do 
try to find time to spend a day with us at 

Brooklands. There are so many interesting and 
entertaining things to see, and you don’t have to 
be car or plane-mad to enjoy them. You will find 
out about many well-known people from Barbara 
Cartland, who raced here, to Barnes Wallis, and 
the bouncing bomb; from John Cobb and his 24 

litre Napier Railton to the designing of Concorde. 
They are all here. 

 

You can take a close look at the Wellington 
bomber recovered from Loch Ness, and wander 
around Vickers Aircraft Park with Viscounts, 
Vanguards – all built at Brooklands after 1945. You 
can even try the cockpit of a Harrier jump jet for 
size. There are lots of early road cars which look so 

quaint now. But the prize exhibit is the first British 
production Concorde and, seated inside, you can 
enjoy the Concorde Experience. 
        Brooklands is near Weybridge, little more than 
30 minutes from Teddington down the A307, 
turning right onto the A245, crossing the A3, from 

which Brooklands is clearly signed.  
        Time and cost. We can meet in the Club 
House (built in 1907) at 10.30 am for coffee, take a 
guided tour at 11 am, lunch at 1 o’clock and then 
enjoy the Concorde Experience at 2.30 pm. Cost 

with tour is £8 (concessions £6) plus Concorde 
Experience £4. Please let Angela Carvill (020 8977 
0167) know if you need or can offer a lift. 
 
� Sunday May 11th: Chestnut Parade. The 
annual parade will start at Teddington Gate at 

12.30pm and travel up Chestnut Avenue to the 
Diana Fountain. There will be events throughout 
the day and many stalls for all the family to enjoy.  
 
� Wednesday May 14th: The Chelsea Physic 

Garden by boat. After the Apothecaries Company 

lost their Blackfriars home in the Great Fire of 1666, 
they decided to lease land in salubrious Chelsea 
for the annual rent of £5. Later Sir John Sloane 
provided financial help and support for the 
scientists who were working to “benefit humanity 
to the Glory of God”. The Apothecaries would 

have come to the garden in their barge which 
was moored in the nearby creek. We can take a 
chartered boat from Richmond to Cadogan Pier.  
        Time and cost. The boat, run by Thames 
Executive Charter, will leave Richmond at 10.30 
am arriving at Cadogan Pier at 12 o’clock when 

the Physic Garden opens. The Garden Café serves 
salads and light lunches. In the afternoon we have 
a guided tour to tell us something of the 
fascinating story of the garden and the people 
who have contributed to its history. Total cost of 

(one-way) boat, garden entrance and guided 
tour is £25. Please make cheques payable to the 
Teddington Society and send to Angela Carvill, 3 
Chadwick Close, Teddington TW11 9BH. (Maximum 
number for this event is 24.)  
 

Booking essential for all visits.  Please call Angela 

Carvill on 8977 0167 to book. 

 

� TIDY Group Teddington:   A number of dates 
have been set aside for Litterpicks and Clean-ups. 
Details are in the TGT Section on page 8. 

Competition details – Page 6 
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