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Recognise this? See page 4   

   Letter from the Chair 

   As I write at the start of January we are having an extraordinarily 
benign winter so far (although the gales have blown down my fruit-
cage on the allotment) and I have several snowdrops already in 

flower. 

   Teddington seems to be surviving the cold winds that are 
blowing over the country's economy and, although there are 
some empty shops on our high streets, we are not suffering the 
blight that is being felt elsewhere and property prices are holding 
up. I have a small hope that the fact that fewer people are 

moving will perhaps mean that we have a more stable 
population in Teddington and therefore perhaps a greater sense 
of community. 

   We are all very concerned about the future of our much loved 
Teddington Hospital. The Friends of the Hospital are actively pursuing 
the issue of it’s legal status and arranged a meeting which I chaired 

last November. The meeting was very well attended by several 
hundred people who were almost unanimous in their support for the 
strategy of the Friends. A further meeting, which I will chair, is 
arranged for 2nd February in the Baptist Church. Our M.P., Vince 
Cable, has promised his support. 

   A Happy New Year to all our members! 
Jenny Hilton 

 

National Physical Laboratory 

   This splendid setting is the 
venue for our Annual General 
Meeting this year on 17th April. 
Our Corporate Member, NPL, 

has kindly offered to host the 
meeting. 
   Fiona Auty, NPL’s Head of 
Communications and a 
Teddingtonian to boot, will tell 
us about NPL’s history and it’s 

current work at our AGM. If you 
would like to see more of NPL’s 
work, why not come to their 
Open Day on 14th March – see 
page 4 for more details. 
    

 

 

 
Dates for your diary:           Annual General Meeting                            April  17th  
      Teddington In Flower         June 10th 
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Rob Brydon at 

Waterstones  
   Comedian and local 

resident Rob Brydon visits 
Waterstones in December 
to sign copies of his memoir 
“Small Man in a Book” 
which recalls how a young 

man from Wales very, very 
slowly became an 
overnight success. 
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From the Editor 
 

Having Your Say 
   You will see on page 3 that we report on the two issues that we 
highlighted in our last issue of Tidings and on which we asked for your 
input. It is illuminating that the number of responses we had to our 
enquiries about the Teddington Society itself were over ten times 
greater than the number we received about the proposed electoral 
boundary changes. This surely tells us that our members are keenly 
interested about local issues where the impact is personal and where 
we have, perhaps, the opportunity to exercise some influence.  
   For the electoral boundary issue, there seemed to be as much 
concern about the proposed name as the boundaries themselves – 
which tells it’s own story - but the level of response suggests that 
members are realistic about how much notice they believe will be 
taken of their views on this issue. A cynical view maybe but 
nevertheless a warning to all political parties, local and national, that 
people no longer hold politicians in the same high regard that the 
politicians themselves would like to think is the case. 
 

Another Year of Celebrations 
   The royal wedding last year saw a great outburst of community 
spirit in Teddington – street parties and a proliferation of Union Jacks 
and flower-filled hanging baskets along our shopping parades. In the 
midst of global economic woes and wholesale predictions of 
ongoing doom and gloom, it was heartening to see that ordinary 
people take a more sanguine view of things and can still find reasons 
to enjoy themselves.  
   This year we have both the Queen’s diamond anniversary of her 
succession and the London Olympics. I’m sure that Teddington will 
have no hesitation in regarding these as reasons to continue the 
celebrations. No doubt local traders, local organisations, local 
people are already planning event, but at the end of the day, it’s all 
about you, the people of Teddington, and we would very much like 
to hear what you would like to see happen to celebrate these events 
locally. You seem to have found your voice in responding to our 
questionnaire so let’s keep up that impetus.  Please give us your 
thoughts and suggestions – emails, letters, phone calls - all are 
welcome - or even buttonhole us when you see us about in 
Teddington or at the AGM in April. 
 
mike.woods@blueyonder.co.uk 

Copy deadline for the next issue is 20th April 
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Having Your Say – Your Responses 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Education, education, education
   A famous political slogan but, 
whatever your politics, educating 
our younger generations is critical 
for our future and for theirs. 
   The dramatic increases in 
demand for school places in our 

Borough and in Teddington have 

generated much, and often 

heated, debate and it is often 
difficult to separate fact from 
supposition.   
   Many of us are affected by this 
issue either directly or as relatives. 

What should we, as a Society, be 

doing  - facilitating that debate, 

seeking clarification of the many 
views expressed, adding our 
voice?  
   Before we take any action, if 
any, we would very much like to 

hear your views. 
 

 

 
 

 

An exclusive preview of the refurbished 
frontage of Normansfield Hospital. 
Completion expected this summer. 

Teddington Society 

Questionnaire 
   A great thank you to all who replied. 
It is clear from your comments that you 
welcomed the opportunity to tell the 
Executive Committee how you feel 
about a number of issues and there’s a 
wealth of comments and suggestions 

which we now need to consider.  
   We received more than 60 returns in 
all – and we are reliably informed that 
this represents a very healthy level of 
response for such a local society 
survey.  

   Our first task is to collate all of that 
material, to try and summarise it into a 
readable format and then to sit down 
and discuss it. The collation is underway 
and we hope to produce a discussion 
report for the Executive Committee 

fairly soon. How and when the 
Committee’s discussions are reported 
also needs to be considered.  
   So the message at the moment is – 
watch this space! 

David Lawton 
MariaPemberton 

Mike Woods 

 

Electoral Boundaries 
    
   As we said last time, if 
there were sufficient 

responses and a clear 
consensus then we would 
submit comments to the 
Boundary Commission. In 
the event, only 6 sets of 
comments were received 

and there were opposing 
views in regard to both 
the proposed boundaries 
and the possible name.  
   We clearly did not have a mandate to support any 
particular proposal and therefore no submission was 

made. 
   Nevertheless, this is not the end of the story. We are still 
very much at the beginning of the consultation process. 
The Boundary Commission is committed to publishing, in 
the Spring, all of the representations that have been 

made and there will then be an opportunity for 
individuals to see and comment on what was said.   
   If you wish to follow up, you will need to check the 
website at:  
http://consultation.boundarycommissionforengland.inde

pendent.gov.uk/  
Editor 

The Magnificent Music Hall 
Normansfield Theatre 

Saturday, 17th March 2012   

Back by popular demand, the 
Paper Moon Theatre Company 
proudly presents another trip 
down memory lane into the 
wonderful world of traditional 
music theatre.   Two hours of 
glorious, rich entertainment - 
carefree, cheerful and of course, 
uniquely British - UNMISSABLE! 

Tickets: £15 from 0845 230 

0372 or 0208 614 5100 or email 
lesley.alabaf@downs-
syndrome.org.uk to reserve. 
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NPL Open House 
 
Julia Lavery from the NPL Communications Team writes: 
 
   NPL is opening its doors, come and be 
amazed. 

   Following on from the success of the 
2010 Open Day, the National Physical 
Laboratory (NPL) will be holding another 
open event on Wednesday 14 March 
2012 so you can see for yourselves the 
amazing research we do. 

   Whether you have visited NPL on 
numerous occasions or not at all, have 
you ever wondered what goes on in 
some of those laboratories? Well, this is 
your opportunity to find out! The breadth 
and variety of activities we are involved 

in will astound you. 

   As the UK's National Measurement 
Institute NPL develops and maintains the 
nation’s primary measurement 
standards, to ensure accuracy and 

consistency around the world. As well as 
being the home of the metre, the 
kilogram and the second, our scientists 
use measurement to solve all sorts of 
problems in all sorts of places - from 
cancer treatment, Earth observation, 

farming, mobile phones, electronics, 
GPS, and countless others. Wherever 
measurement is needed, NPL is there.  

 

All are welcome to our Open House, but you must pre-register at www.npl.co.uk/openhouse 

 

The oldest tree in Teddington
   I’m sure many of you recognised the tree 
on our front page. It’s the Sweet Chestnut 

that was planted over 700 years ago in 
Bushy Park. Thanks to Brian Holder for the 
excellent photos.  
   Not to be outdone, Sheena has pointed 
out what she thinks is the most “mistletoed” 
tree in Teddington, this prime example 

(right) in Clarence Road. Any challengers? 

The NPL SMART chamber for measurement of wireless 

communication antennas will be one of the many 

facilities open for you to see. 

   We will have a variety of science laboratories open as 
well as a programme of short talks and exhibits to 
showcase our world-leading science. Come along, meet 
our scientists and prepare to be amazed! 
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Reports from the Groups 
 

Riverside & Open Spaces

Ann Sayer 8977 9495           
a.sayer1@which.net           

Swimming the Thames 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
   On the evening of 11 September, hundreds of 
people lined Teddington Lock Footbridge and the 
bank nearby to see David Walliams (below), star of 

“Little Britain”, complete the penultimate day of his 
epic swim down the Thames from Lechlade.  He had 

averaged some 18 
miles per day, arriving 
at Teddington around 

7.30 pm. 
   Acknowledging yet 
another big crowd 
cheering him on his 
way, he was soon off 
to spend the night at 

the Lensbury Club. 
   Next day he completed his swim down to 
Westminster, a total of 140 miles over 8 days, raising a 
magnificent £1.2 million for Sport Relief.  In 2006 he 
had swum the English Channel and raised over a 
million pounds. 

The Draw-Off 

 Did you go to Teddington Lock or down the river to 
Richmond in November and December and wonder 
what was happening to the river? Why was the tide 
so low? Our picture below shows the lower structures 
that are rarely seen at the weir. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
   The answer is that the annual Draw Off was taking 
place.  This occurs every year, usually for 3 or 4 weeks 

in November when the river is allowed to flow freely 
all the time. For the rest of the year at Richmond Lock 
(also called Richmond Half-Lock) weir barriers are 
lowered into the river at each tide for a period from 

about two hours after high tide until 
about two hours before the next 

high tide. This stops much of the 
water running out from the stretch 
between Teddington Lock and 
Richmond Lock and keeps water 
levels artificially high. During the 
Draw-Off, wide areas of river bed 

are exposed at low tide all along this 
stretch and reveal unexpected 
structures below Teddington weir. 
This year the Draw-Off, planned to 
last from November 6th to 27th, was 

extended to December 25th due to 
unforeseen maintenance work that 
was necessary at Richmond Lock. 

 

History 
 

Paddy Ching  8977 3091 
sam.harold@hotmail.com 

Langdon Down Centre Museum 

   Following the visit of the History Group last year, the 

Teddington Society has now donated £800 towards 
the restoration and conservation of two cabinets for 
exhibits in the Langdon Down Centre Museum. Ken 
Howe and Sheena Harold presented the cheque to 
Centre Manager Lesley Alabaf and you can read 
about the Museum on page 12. We hope the Society 

will pay another visit during the year to see the 
cabinets in use.  

Membership of Group 

   We have had several enquiries from new members 
to the Society who are interested in joining the 
Group. At the moment we have no vacancies but 

we will keep in touch and if you have any information 
about the history of your house or road, or about 
Teddington, do please contact me. 
 

Antipodean Enquiries 

   We have received emails from Australia about a 
house called St. Clair which was in Hampton Road 
but has now been demolished and also about Laurel 
Dene, and although this is actually in Hampton Hill 
and not in Teddington, some of our members have 
carried out some research on both properties and 

have tried their best to satisfy enquiries.   
 

Elmfield Gardens Information Board 

   We have applied for a Civic Pride grant of £1,000 
towards the cost of the Queen's Diamond Jubilee 
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Information Board which will be erected in Elmfield 
Gardens and hope that the board, giving the history 
of the Old Village, will be in place by the time of the 
next Tidings. 

 

Environment 

David Lawton 8977 6778 
janddlawton570@btinternet.com 

   After an excellent year, with very little graffiti, but 
plenty of litter, we finished on a high with a 19 strong 

team out in force cleaning up around the memorial, 
the hospital and the adjacent roads. This is a very 
popular event - last year we ran out of picksticks - 
and with so many at work, we completed the task in 
record time, leaving the area spotless for the annual 
Remembrance Day Service the following morning, 

and retiring to the Methodist church hall for a well 
earned coffee.  

   Despite the fact that this area was delightfully 
rejuvenated in 2010, it fails to be treated with the 
respect it deserves. Although there is a handy bin 
nearby, a considerable number of smokers still ditch 

their butts on the ground, and we are still plagued by 
take-away trays, cans and bottles flung aside by late-
night revellers. Picking up cans and bottles for 
recycling is certainly gratifying, but why should they 
be there in the first place? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   The recycling sites now cater for more materials, 
and have a very high usage. However, both Cedar 
Road and Tesco sites suffer from dumping and 
littering, and this last Christmas was no exception. On 
Christmas Day and Boxing Day, the Tesco site was in 
a disgusting state. There was so much litter, and little 

regard for other people using the site. (See 
photo) Not just cardboard and paper, but food, 

cans, bottles, electricals and more, piled up and 
prevent proper access to the glass bins. The Council 
have issued warning notices to some of the culprits – 
sadly, one of those a Teddington resident. We regret 
that such excellent facilities provided for our 
community use are being deliberately misused, and 

we shall continue to monitor the sites and assist the 
Council in their efforts to improve the situation. 

   This year we had an earlier start than usual, on 
what was destined to be a cold and inhospitable 
January day. In our efforts to broaden our outlook 
and Community links, we joined up with the 

comparatively newly formed “Tidy Group” from the 
Hampton Hill Association, led by George Andrews. 
As a celebration of the 2011 deeds of both our hard-
working committee and helpers during 2011, we 
afterwards retired to some warm surroundings and 

revitalised ourselves with the help of liberal helpings 
of mince pies washed down with some invigorating 
mulled wine. Most importantly, with a band of 19 
helpers again, we picked from one end of Hampton 
Road to the other, a healthy kilometre and a bit, 
and collected 3.85 kg of recyclables. 

   For over a year we have seen the forecourt at the 
unoccupied 133 High Street being used as a 
glorified waste bin. Being immediately adjacent to a 
bus stop does cause considerable problems, so we 
do sympathise with the owners, but it did create a 
considerable eyesore and attracted yet further litter. 

However, we have now got it cleared up and have 
also organised a kerbside waste bin. We hope this 
will help. 

   This year’s events have yet to be organised and 
dates fixed, but, as usual, we will keep in regular 
contact with all our helpful team both by email, and 

through the Teddington Society website. 
 

Gardens  
 

Sheena Harold 8977 2700 
sam.harold@hotmail.com 

   June 10th is the date to put in your diary for our 
annual TEDDINGTON IN FLOWER event. This is the 
Sunday afternoon when we ask local gardeners to 

share their back gardens with us between 2 pm and 
6pm so we can raise some money for deserving 
local efforts. This year we can share a secret garden 
with you for the first time. At least, it was not known  

to me before I 
went there to 

present them 
with their RHS 
IYN award. I'm 
talking about 
Elleray Hall at 
the end of 

Elleray Road 
near Tesco.  

Tesco 
recycling 
site 
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   In Your Neighbourhood (IYN) is a Royal Horticultural 
Society (RHS) initiative started about 5 years ago 
whereby the efforts of a community, large or small, to 
improve its local environment are recognised. It can 
be a tower block, a neglected corner or a 
roundabout for example. It is non-competitive and 

entry is free.  

   In 2011 there were more IYN entries than 
mainstream Britain in Bloom entries! Community 
involvement is the vital factor.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Seen above getting their framed award are Anita 

Newman, Manager of Elleray Hall Social Club for the 
over 60s, and Dennis Aldous, a member who 
contributed gardening materials. 

   The judges commented on Elleray Hall: “A garden 
surrounded by tall dark shrubs has been brightened 
up with hanging baskets and annuals, whilst retaining 

the safe, enclosed, feeling. Some useful sponsorship 
has been secured, e.g. the attractive blue seats, and 
more is being sought to help with a new seating area 
with raised beds and a shady pergola and there are 
plans to develop the small vegetable plot opened up 
in the summer.” It also has a magnificent mosaic 

which you can see in the background which was 
made by Elleray Hall members. The fishes literally leap 
off the wall!! 

   If you would like to offer to open your garden or if 
you could gate sit for a couple of hours do let me or 

Pat Shuttleworth know. Phone Pat at 8977 1376 or 
email her at pat@patdunc.waitrose.com. Most of all 
do come along and bring your family and friends.  

   Another secret, this time one I can't share just yet, is 
that Teddington is set to get 2 special floral displays 
along the Olympic cycling routes courtesy of the 

LBRuT's Parks Department. Keep your eyes open and 
see if you can spot them. We'll photograph them 
when we can! 

 
 

Roads and Transport 

 
Brian Holder 8977 1579 

Brianholder99@aol.com 

Park Lane 20 mph speed limit and Van Bay relocation 

   We reported last time about residents seeking a 
20mph speed limit in Park Lane but there is still no 
action from Teddington’s Councillors. Relocating the 
van club bay opposite the recycling unit is awaited 

too - a dangerous blind spot for walkers and drivers – 
neither can see the other if a van is parked there.   

Yellow line/parking bay walkabout  

   Council Officers, Mick Potter and Akin Akinrujomo, 

sent me a list of yellow lines and parking bays they 
felt could be converted to free half hour parking for 
shoppers. Stressing the many items still outstanding 
from a previous Walkabout in 2005, I produced a 
new draft Walkabout plan, incorporating the 
officers’ list, the outstanding items from 2005 and a 

number of other transport or parking issues still 
needing attention. If members want a copy of the 
Walkabout Plan, please email the Editor. 

   The Walkabout took place on 26th November using 
the combined plan. Amendments, additions, 
deletions, etc. were agreed as we worked our way 

across Teddington, and included, for example, 
discussions with residents and parents actually on 
the southern station footbridge, who wanted to 
know why the bridge had still not been upgraded – 
Mick Potter agreed to chase up the officer 
responsible. The list now has some 34 items for 

attention, and I am hoping that we will be working 
through that list over the next few months. 

Southern footbridge at Teddington Station  

   Mick Potter chased up this item, resulting in a 
Borough Transport Planner, emailing a Network Rail 
Liaison Officer asking if there was any likelihood of 

funding being made available for this bridge to be 
upgraded. I advised him that he also needed to put 
in a formal upgrading request to SWT, Network Rail 
and the TfL. He was told that, despite pleas to all  

and sundry for about 

10 years for a ramped 
design upgrade, there 
was never an official 
upgrading request 
s ubm i t t ed  by  any 
Counci l  Of f ic ia l  or 

Councillor. Nor has a 
bid been made for 
internal pump-priming 
funding (when the TfL 
a l l o c a t e d  o v e r 
£ 4m i l l i i o n  t o  t h e 

Borough for transport 

 

(Continued on p. 10)

     The diseased Chestnuts being felled in Clarence      
RRoad will be replaced by Liquidambars and two in 
AAvenue Road will be replaced by Hornbeams. 
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CHRISTMAS WAS A CRACKER! 
   Our Christmas Lights Up Night was one of the best ever. The 
Landmark Choir started the evening with a lovely selection of 
Christmas songs led by Richard, their Conductor. John 

Demont, our Master of Ceremonies, introduced The Mayor, 
Cllr Clare Head, then Father Christmas, actress Kellie Shirley 
and our Chair, Jenny Hilton who, if she'd been in her robes, 
could easily have played Baroness Hard Up to Kellie's 
Cinderella!!  
   Counting down from 10, the lights came on all over town at 

6pm and it really did look like fairyland. The Lions brought 
their Santa's Sleigh to Elmfield Gardens and Churches 
Together In Teddington sang carols. Our grateful thanks to Dr. 
& Mrs Chana again for letting us use Elmfield House as the 
backdrop to the festivities and to our sound engineer Martin 
Pope for giving us his expertise. Our stall at the old Post Office 

held a raffle and made £50. Hundreds of people flocked to 
Teddington, enjoyed themselves and according to the 
business community spent money. In the true spirit of 
Christmas everyone pulled together to make Teddington the 
place to be. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sheena Harold 

New Year Party – The Perfect Party Recipe 

Ingredients: 200 sausage rolls, smoked salmon treats, a cartload of cheese, a bag of baguettes, bottles of 
booze, jugs of juice, dips, nibbles, grapes, cherries, tomatoes and the odd olive. 

Method: Find the ideal venue, St Mary's Parish Hall, mix it all together before topping it with 85 Society 
members. Leave to gel into the perfect party.  

   We even brought our own 
Lego set which Pat & Duncan 
Shuttleworth called a coat rack 
as they crawled round on the 

floor assembling the pieces! 

    Despite arriving at 6 pm & 
leaving at 10 pm, I still didn't 
manage to get one of Angela 
Carvill's smoked salmon delights 
(nor did I, Editor!).  

   We are fortunate always to have 
June and John Demont with us as 
what they don't know about the 
hall isn't worth knowing! Diana 
Macdonald compiled a New Year 
Quiz to test the befuddled brains 

but that didn't stop Joy Bell 
achieving 18/20 and receiving 1st 

High Street  

Counting down to the Switch On 

Cinderella with winners of the childrens’ 
Xmas poster design competition 

Prize winners: (l to r)    Michael, Joy, Bridget, Norma with Sheena 
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prize of a bottle of House of Lords 
port. Closely followed by Bridget 
Galleotti who won a tin of House of  

Lords shortbread (both prizes 
generously donated by our Chair, 
Jenny Hilton, who was away in 

Burma) and Michael Bradbrook 
who won a lovely box of toiletries 
donated by Angela Collins who 
also brought along half a cake 
shop for us to enjoy! This is the sort 
of member I shall treasure! Two 

other ladies brought goodies so 
please let me know who you are 
so I can thank you properly. From 
those who 'd completed our 
Christmas issue Questionnaire, 

David Lawton drew the name of 

Merits Christmas Lunches 

   The first TedSoc lunch at Merits was in 
2003 when just 23 members came to 

enjoy the students’ good cooking and 
expert service. Nearly half the people 
who came all those years ago are 
booking up again. The chef is obviously 
doing something right. 

   This time, 2 days were 

needed for 100 members. 
There’s still a little more room 
for expansion. So, if we all 
breathe in, Merits can take 20 
more. Here’s looking forward 
to another good lunch this 

year.   
Angela Carvill 

 

Lemon Posset 

   Asked what was the pièce de résistance at the lunch, Angela, Ann and 
Belinda unanimously declared the Lemon Posset to be par excellence. So 

here’s the College recipe with the ingredients for serving 6 to 8.  

For the posset    For the shortbread  

    
600m1/1 pint double cream  300g Plain Flour 
150g/5oz caster sugar   Pinch of salt 
2 large lemons, zest and juice only 200g Butter 

100g Caster sugar 

1. Place the double cream and the sugar into a large pan over a low heat and bring to the boil slowly. Boil 
for three minutes, then remove from the heat and allow to cool 

2. Add the lemon juice and zest and whisk well  
3. Pour the lemon cream mixture into six large serving glasses and refrigerate for three hours 

4. Sift flour into a food processor bowl, add butter & salt and pulse until there are no visible lumps of butter 
5. Turn the mixture out onto a lightly floured surface and knead a few times, to form a smooth dough 

6. Roll out to 1 cm thick and cut into rounds or fingers and transfer to a baking sheet 
7. Bake in a pre-heated oven at 180C/355F/Gas 4 for 10-15 mins or until pale golden brown 

Norma Davies who received a box of 
Belgian chocolates. 

   A jolly good night was had by all. If 
you didn't come this year, make sure 
you come next time, eh? 

Sheena Harold 

Above: some of the delicious eats      Below: Confident quizzers? 
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(Group Reports continued) 

or to TfL directly for targeted funding, or to 
Department for Transport for accessibility funding.  

   We now have to start from scratch again and 
begin formal negotiations with NR/SWT as soon as 
possible. Teddington will be a fair way down the 

pecking order as the main bridge is being 
refurbished shortly. Our best hope for this important 
pedestrian and cycle route nodal point to be 
upgraded and made fully accessible for all (ie. 
anyone who cannot use steps, including wheelchair 
users, families with pushchairs, less mobile adults and 

children, and cyclists), is when platform lengthening 
takes place (from 8 to 10 coaches), and/or double 
decker trains are introduced on the loopline services 
- but we must get our bid in right now. If you don't 
ask - you don't get – and TeddSoc is still asking! 

Lengthening of Teddington Station’s platforms  

   Although we do not know when Teddington's 
platforms are to be lengthened to 10 carriages, or if 
double decker trains are likely to be introduced, we 
now know that the platforms are to be extended 
towards the High Street rail bridge. The Windsor and 

Reading line stations are currently being extended, 
and our loopline stations will follow when the 
Eurostar platforms at Waterloo are released for use 
by suburban services.  

Another threat to our two lane approach to the 
Waldegrave/High Street roundabout    

   In 2009, £150,000 was allocated to “cycle safety 
improvements” on this section of road. Officers 
claimed that reducing our well proven, safe and 
efficient two lane approaches to single lane would 
make the roundabout area safer. The single lane 
proposal was strongly opposed by TeddSoc, and 

subsequently local Councillors rejected this as a 
retrograde step which would reintroduce 
congestion and possibility of additional accidents. 
The one good aspect of the plan, 100% supported 
by TeddSoc, was the extension of the on-pavement 
cycle path down to Station Road so that cyclists 

could avoid the roundabout completely. It is not 
clear why this was not approved. As the southern 
bridge at the station is not likely to be upgraded for 
a few years, I believe that this extension of the cycle 
path, and the one on the other side of the bridge in 

Broad Street should be put in place ASAP. Mick 
Potter and Akin Akinrujomo have already inspected 
both locations (Walkabout References 35 and 37) - 
funds ought to still be available as only part of the 
original £150k allocated will have been spent.  

   We now have the situation where other traffic 

engineers not familiar with local traffic patterns, or 
the checkered history of this junction, are again 
suggesting single lanes – and again I have made it 
quite clear to officers and local Councillors that 
TeddSoc strongly opposes single lanes on safety 
grounds. Watch this space. 

Planning 
 

Michael Foss 
Contact point: Brian Lane 8943 0811 or email to 

all@angelalane.plus.com  

BTMs (Buildings of Townscape Merit) 

 
   Our project to establish an online directory of BTMs 
has taken a big step forward recently. On the 
initiative of Keith Atkinson, one of our members, and 

with the cooperation of Colin Hicks, who runs the 
society's website, we have created a 'Wiki' site 
which anyone can access by keying into: 
 

http://www.teddingtonsociety.org.uk/wiki/index.php

?title=Main_Page 
  

then clicking "Directory of Buildings of Townscape 
Merit" under Planning Group 
  

   Keith has written to all society members who 

responded to our earlier letter inviting them to post 
details of their house, desirably with a photo and 
some account of the physical features and history of 
the building. In this way we hope to compile an 
expanding archive of the BTMs of our town, whilst 
respecting the right of owners to maintain their 

privacy. You can reach Keith at 
kandn.atkinson@tiscali.co.uk    

 
   Four potential development sites have been of 
particular concern to the Planning Group in recent 
weeks: 

 
52 Clarence Road (11/3495/HOT) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   This handsome late 19th century house is both a 
BTM and within one of Teddington’s premier 
Conservation Areas. It is similar to many others in the 
street which have retained a remarkable degree of 
homogeneity, thus justifying their special status. The 
application was to extend the house considerably 

to the rear, construct a large basement, and create 
a light-well at the front with access steps and glass 
balustrades. We felt strongly that this scheme would 
undermine the elegant uniformity of the road, and 
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set a dangerous precedent for future modifications. 
We therefore opposed the application, which has 
now been withdrawn. 
 

4 Elmfield Avenue (11/3720/FUL) 

   This is a scheme to erect two semi-detached 

houses. An earlier application was approved in 2008, 
but this one involves major alterations to the design. 
In particular, the gables which were previously 
included have been removed, producing a much 
heavier frontage. We feel that this new proposal 
offers neither a distinctive modern design nor one 

which harmonises with the preponderant style of the 
neighbouring houses. We have opposed the 
application. 
 

Queen Dowager Public House, North Lane 

(11/4041/FUL) 

 
   This pub closed some time ago. It came to our 
notice that the building was being used as a private 
dwelling. Many people regret the fact that a lot of 

pubs are closing (although Teddington has been 
quite fortunate in this respect), but it is a product of 
changing patterns of social behaviour and brewers 
will make commercial decisions. However, a move 
from commercial to domestic use requires planning 
permission. We took the matter up with the Planning 

Department, which envisaged a number of possible 
courses of action. Since then a planning application 
has been submitted for demolition of the building 
and the erection of five town houses on the site. We 
will consider this application shortly. 
 

Shell Filling Station, Kingston Road 

 
   Society members will have noticed that this filling 
station is now closed. Opinion is divided on the loss 
of this facility, but once again, we are not in a 

position to challenge a commercial decision. Ten 
years ago an application to build flats on the land 
behind the filling station was approved, but not 
followed up. To date there has been no new 
application in relation to the front of the site.

 

GET THERE FOR           FREE  

– an occasional series  

Did any of you try the Wetlands Centre?  
We’d be pleased to hear what you thought if it. 
Our suggestion this time takes us to Guildford. 
 
Take the 515 Bus from Kingston’s Cromwell Road Bus 

Station to Friary Bus Station in Guildford - leaves at 10 
mins to the hour (Sundays is 18 mins past the hour).  

The journey takes just over an hour and goes via 
Esher, Cobham and Wisley gardens. 

(the first stop after Esher is Claremont Gardens – 
another place well worth a visit) 

Guildford has lots to offer – specially: 

� Spring Music Festival – March 18-24  
    (a week of all kinds of music –  
     classical, popular, jazz, school musicians, etc) 
      info at www.gsm.org,uk 

� 12th Century Castle Keep with beautiful garden 

� Museum with changing displays 

� Cathedral full of tranquillity and peace created 
by its interior of pale Somerset sandstone and 
white Italian marble 

� Guided walks around Guildford 

� Dapdune Wharf and the story of England’s 

oldest working waterway – take the opportunity 
to go on a 40 min river cruise) 

More info at www.visitguildford.com or call 01483 444 333 
 

Angela Carvill 

Museum 

& Castle 

Friary Bus 

Station 
Electric Theatre 

venue for Music 
Festival  

Dapdune 

Wharf 
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The Langdon Down Museum of Learning Disability

   For many years the former 
Normansfield hospital building in 
Teddington has been closed to the 

public apart from audiences 
visiting the theatre and by special 
invitation. As it has long been our 
wish to let the public view the 
collections we will now be open at 
regular times from 28 January.  

   The museum is a member of a 
special i st  group, the London 
Museums of Health and Medicine, 
focussing on the care of the 
vulnerable from earlier times until 
the present day. Situated in the 

former home of Dr John Langdon 
Down (1828-1896) and his family, 
the museum tells the stories of 
those who lived and worked at 
Normansfield with a focus on the 

history of learning disability. The 
collection includes objects from 
the Royal Earlswood Asylum near 
Redhill, where Langdon Down was 
the first medical superintendent, 
along with art ifacts made by 

James Henry Pullen (1835–1916), a 
savant known as the Genius of 
Earlswood Asylum. This includes his 

 

ships, a model of Brunel’s Great 
Eastern, paintings and other 
objects such as the Pullen Giant 
shown in the picture above. Also 
on view is the Grade II Listed 

theatre, a rare example of a 
private Victorian theatre with 
original painted scenery and other 
ornate fixtures and fittings.  

   Dr Langdon Down and his 
family brought a revolutionary 
and enlightened approach to 

the care of those with all forms of 
learning disability from 1868 until 
1970 at Normansfield. The 
building was an NHS hospital 
from 1951 until 1997. The museum 
will contribute to the public 

understanding of learning 
disability through events and 
educational activities. Special 
visits can be arranged for groups 
interested in local history.  

   On 5th May, the museum hosts 

a conference about the history 
of Normansfield. Speakers will 
include Ian Jones-Healey on 
creating a museum of learning 
disability; Professor Conor Ward 

on John Langdon Down, 
Earlswood and Normansfield; 
Lord Rix on personal recollections 
of Normansfield; Jan Pimblett on 
the Normansfield archiving 
project at the London 

Metropolitan Archives; Ray Elmitt 
on Normansfield and the local 
community; Sarah Chaney on 
Entertainment, Occupation and 
Environment in the Nineteenth 
Century Asylum; David Wilmore 

on historic Victorian theatres and 
Normansfield. 

   An ora l  h i s tory  p ro ject  i s 
planned for later this year to 
record the personal recollections 
and stories of those who lived, 

worked or had a relative at 
Normansfield. This project will use 
video and audio recording and 

will, hopefully, result in a book, an 
exhibition and other events. 
Those interested in being 

interviewed to share their stories 
should contact the archivist. We 
are also interested in those who 
would like to join the project as 
an interviewer. 

   From time to time the museum 

receives donations of materials 
about Normansfield for the 
archive and for display. If any 
readers wish to donate items of 
Normansfield memorabilia to the 
museum we would encourage 

them to contact us. We are 
interested in acquiring 
photographs, newspaper and 
magazine articles, documents, 
letters, objects or general items 

of daily life. Alternatively, if you 
have an item that you wish to 
keep, but would allow us to copy 
or photograph, please let us 
know. Those who may have 
these items include previous 

residents and members of staff 
including their family and friends. 

   A volunteering scheme is being 
developed to carry out a range of 
duties in the museum for people 
with and without a learning 

disability.  

   For all enquiries contact the 
Archivist Ian Jones-Healey on 0208 
614 5100 or at ian.jones-
healey@downs-syndrome.org.uk 
and see our website at 

www.langdondownmuseum.org.uk 
 

Ian Jones-Healey 

Ken Howe of 
our Historical 
Research 
Group with 
the larger of 
two display 
cabinets that 
the Society 
has helped 
to restore for 
the Museum 
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The Highwaymen of Teddington 

   We published last year some articles about our serving and retired policemen. Hopefully that reassured 
you about your safety in walking around Teddington. Be thankful that we aren’t back in the 18th and 19th 
centuries – you might not be so reassured. The following are some articles that appeared in our National 
papers some time ago 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next robber was not so lucky! 

 

 

 

 

 

And finally a salutary tale for all our younger readers who might have been    
tempted to be Teddington’s Jack Sheppard 

 

. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

July 5 1751 (Derby Mercury) 

   A few Days ago a Servant going into the Country with a led Horse 
and a Cloak-Bag full of Cloaths for his Master, was attacked on 
Teddington Common by a single Highwayman, who took from him 
both the Horses, with the Cloak-Bag, and a Pair of Pistols, The Horses 
were found the next Day fastened to a Rail at Hyde-Park Corner, 
with the Pair of Pistols, but the Cloak-Bag was carried off. 

Nov 8 1755 (Oxford Journal) 
   On Friday Evening last between Five and 
Six, as Mrs Steward and her Sister were 
riding in their Coach from Teddington to 
their House at Hampton- Wick, they were 
robbed by a single Highwayman, between 
Teddington Church and Teddington Field, 
of their Money and a Watch. He is supposed 
to be the same Man that has robbed about 
Sunbury and Staines.  

 

Nov 29 1755 (Oxford Journal) 
   On Wednesday last a little before Five in the 
Afternoon, Mrs. Dickenson, of Hampton Court 
and her Daughter, on their Return from 
Kingston, were robbed of their Money and 
Watches, between the Walls, by a single 
Highwayman who, after he had committed the 
Robbery, asked them how their Neighbour 
did, after her fright, who was robbed about 
three Weeks ago in Teddington Field. 

 

Just 3  

weeks later 

at the 

same time 

of day 

 

(good to 

see the 

robber 

concerned 

about his 

victims!) 

May 23 1789 (Oxford Journal) 
   A Highwayman was shot on Friday Evening last in the 
Neighbourhood of Twickenham, in attempting to stop a Post-Chaise, in 
which an Officer of the Army happened to be travelling. The Body lies 
at present at an Alehouse at Teddington to be owned. 

March 2 1867 (Hertford Mercury and Kentish Chronicle) 

A REPENTANT HIGHWAYMAN 

   A boy named Wm. Mayne, aged 15 years, was 
taken before the magistrates at Hampton, on 
Monday, on a charge of having robbed his 
employer. It appeared that the prisoner had been 
employed as page to Mr Venables, at Park house, 
Upper Teddington, and that latterly some absurd 
notions had crept into his mind about “going on the 
road”. He had read several books of the “Jack 
Sheppard” class, and determined to follow the 
example of the heroes. As a means of preparing for 
action on the highway, he obtained the key to his 
master’s strong box, and stole five sovereigns.  
From various parts of the house he stole a silver 
watch, a portmanteau, three powder flasks, a shot 
flask, and some other articles. With these he 
absconded, making his way to Whitechapel, in 

 
 
 
which district his mother resided. He purchased 
two first rate pistols, and set out to seek 
adventures. A member of the Teddington police 
force was sent after the lad, and traced him from 
place to place in London and then to Woolwich. 
Several days later he heard of him again at 
Feltham, and on the 18th inst, apprehended him at 
Whitton. By that time his, “highwayman” notions 
had left him. He had pawned the watch and the 
pistols, and had suffered from hunger. His late 
master urged upon the magistrates the 
desirability of dealing leniently with the boy, 
described him as honest and industrious, and 
attributed his present evil plight entirely to the 
reading of trashy novels. He was sent to prison for 
one month. 
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BUSINESS EXCHANGE 

   MALO CLINIC Teddington, the UK branch of 
MALO CLINIC, is housed in Elmfield House, famous 
for hosting a meeting in 1864 between Giuseppe 
Garibaldi and Alexander Herzen  

   The clinic, which has the latest in dental 
technology such as Cone Beam CT scanning and 
CAD CAM technology, offers high quality 
affordable dentistry. It’s team of specialists offers 
expertise in all major dental disciplines: dental 
implants; prosthodontics; cosmetic dentistry; 

endodontics; periodontics; orthodontics; hygiene; 
as well as facial enhancement and rejuvenation.  
   Harpal Chana, a part-time NHS Consultant in 
Restorative Dentistry and Specialist in 
Prosthodontics, Endodontics and Periodontics, 
leads the team. He works closely with Paulo Malo, 

managing the most extreme and complex cases.  
   MALO CLINIC, established by Paulo in 1995, 
is now the largest dental clinic in the world 
with 700 staff. Among the several innovative 
techniques developed by Paulo is the All-On-

4TM concept which allows placement of fixed 
teeth in a single day without the need of 
bone grafting. 

 Bruno Queridinha 

 
 
 

 

 

 

   Sakine writes: “Diners Turkish Delight in Church 
Road has been in Teddington for over 20 years 
and we’ve been running the café for over 5 
years now. We are noted for our all-day English 

breakfast, home-made shepherds pie, bubble  
and squeak, home made pastas, lasagna, musakka and also for our mezes and 
kebabs.  We have almost everything you could think that a cafe would have. 
People even make jokes about our menu that it is so big and they cannot 

decide. We also do sandwiches, paninis, 
wraps, ciabattas, pittas, baguettes, etc. 

Children are very welcome and we have 
special menus for them.”  
“For the last 2½ years, our evening 
restaurant has turned into a real Turkish 
meze charcoal grill restaurant. We have a 

good selection of delicious cold and hot 
mezes and kebabs cooked to order on the 
indoor barbecue. We make our own bread 

here too - the very popular freshly baked complementary balloon bread.” 
  ” Why not experience something a little different on a Wednesday night, with 
authentic live belly dancing to accompany your meal. Or we can arrange 

special events such as a birthday.”  
“We also deliver around Teddington or people 
can order and collect their Turkish food and 
get a 10% discount.” 
   Find out more about us at our website 
www.dinersdelight.co.uk or tel: 020 8296 9048  

We warmly welcome our 
new Corporate Members

DEXTERS 

DINERS DELIGHT 

STUDIO 148 

and are grateful to all 
our Corporate Members 
for their continued 
support 

A1 Collectables Ltd 

Architecture:wk 

British Maritime Technology 

Broom Water Association  

Eaton Publications  

Elements  

Financial Planning Group 

Haymarket Publishing  

It Takes 2  

Kagan Moss & Co  

Landmark Arts Centre 

La Casa Del Habano 

Lensbury Club  

Malo Clinic Teddington 

Mela Mela  

Milestone Residential  

National Physical Laboratory 

Nova Fortuny 

Parsonage & Co 

Realeyesmarketing 

Richard Steer & Co 

Roger Sutton & Co 

Royal British Legion 

Sammy’s  

Shambles Bar & Restaurant  

Sims Opticians  

Snellers 

Squires Garden Centre 

Stoneydeep Residents Assn  

Tamesis Club 

Teddington Artists 

Teddington Bowling Club 

Teddington Cricket Club  

Teddington Riverside Artists 

Teddnet  

The Tree Agency  

TW11 Magazine 

Malo Clinic Teddington 

Elmfield House 
020 8614 1995 / 020 8090 2283 
teddington@maloclinics.com 
info@elmfieldhousedental.co.uk 

www.maloclinics.com 
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QUIZ CORNER 

   A very healthy response to our Christmas Codeword – over 30 
entrants. Let’s see if we can beat that this time. A normal 
crossword (almost) with a Teddington flavour.  

   Six of the entries are Teddington street names and each of 
these are clued by one of their postcodes. For example, the 

answer to --- Road (TW11 9PQ) would be Broom. When you have 
completed the crossword, take the 10 letters in the coloured 
squares and rearrange to give another Teddington street (two 
words). Just send this street name as your answer.  

   Open to all members. All correct answers go into the hat and 
the winner of the meal for two at Diners Turkish Delight will be the 

first drawn. Teddington Society mugs to second and third places.  

Answers to: The Editor, 152 Broom Road, Teddington, Middlesex 
TW11 9PQ or by email to mike.woods@blueyonder.co.uk. Make 
sure you give your name, address and phone number 

  Deadline for entries is Friday 13th April.  Good luck. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Solution and Winners – Issue no. 155 

   Congratulations for all the correct entries we 
received. The word we were looking for was: 
 

ENQUIRY 
 
The letter codes were:  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

First out of the hat 
and winner of the 
chocolates was:  
  

 June Demont 
 

seen (r) collecting 
her prize from 
Bhavna Patel at 

La Casa del 

Habano 

Consolation prizes of Teddington Society mugs went to: 

      Barbara Woolley        and         Roger Richardson 

      

Across

1 Competent

4 Injure with knife

9 Fatty

10 Hobby

11 Musical performance

12 Paradise

13 Capital city

15 ---- Close (TW11 8TY)

18 Hire as employee

20 Ethyl alcohol

23 Ornamental charm

26 --- Close (TW11 9ND)

28 Entwine

29 Depend on

30 Ending a debate

32 Courage

33 Inflicted retribution

34 Small pellet

35 Reclines

    
 
 
 
FIRST PRIZE for our crossword quiz has 

been kindly donated by our new 
Corporate Member, Diners Turkish 
Delight (see previous page). The lucky 
winner gets 2 main courses and 2 
glasses of wine on a Wednesday or 
Thursday evening. Why not try 

something different – with belly 
dancing thrown in (Wed night and 
participation is not compulsory! ) 

Down

2 --- Walk (TW11 9LN)

3 Former USSR state

4 --- Gardens (TW11 8TA)

5 Large container

6 Constituent of brass

7 Floating platform

8 Repast

14 Gruesome

16 Healing ointment

17 Highland male attire

18 Great adventure

19 Precious stones

21 --- Close (TW11 0JP)

22 Small crown

24 Disentangle

25 --- Road (TW11 0HG)

27 Revises

30 Small edible mollusc

31 Incite

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

J V B X D T E O U R G M A

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

H F S L N Q K C I Z Y P W

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9

10

11

12 13 14

15 16 17

18 19

20 21

22 23 24 25

26 27 L

28 29

30 31

 32

33

34 35
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SOCIETY  EVENTS
 

� Thursday March 15th   Visit to the Household 
Cavalry Museum in Whitehall. As we go to press there 
are a few places available for this visit. Please call 
8977 0167 if you would like to come. We will meet at 

Teddington Station platform 2 and take the 9.40 train 
to Waterloo. Admission fee £6.  

� Tuesday April 17th    Teddington Society AGM to 
be held at the National Physical Laboratory, 
Hampton Road, Teddington starting at 7.30 pm. 
Please see insert for details.  

� Thursday May 10th    Guided tour of Legal London 

and lunch at Middle Temple. Gillian Blachford will 
lead the walk taking us from Grays Inn down 
Chancery Lane to Lincoln’s Inn, and from there 
across the Strand to the Inner and Middle Temples.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

The four Inns of Court have existed for many hundreds 
of years and have a rich and colourful history which is 
reflected in their very extensive buildings and 
gardens. We will work our way through their 

alleyways, courtyards and gardens to reach the 
magnificent Middle Temple Hall, one of the finest 
Elizabethan halls in the country where we will have a 
buffet lunch. After lunch you might want to explore 
Inner Temple’s beautiful garden which stretches 
down to the river, or you might prefer to walk back 

across the Strand and venture into the Law Courts 
where court hearings are open to the public. Meet at 
Teddington Station, platform 2 for the 9.40 to 
Waterloo. Cost: Guide £8, Middle Temple lunch £20.  

Angela Carvill 
 

 

TEDDINGTON SOCIETY 
We welcome the following new 
members: 

Andrew and Mary Tavendale 

Miss Stephenie Mailer and Mr. David Scanlon 

Mrs Karen Butler 

Ms. Olwen Kershaw 

Mrs. Felicity Secretan 

Mr. Duncan Mekie and Ms. Lyn Dougherty 

Mrs. Melanie Beer 

Mrs. Bridget Galeotti 

Mr. Nicholas Smith 

Mrs. Mel Geoghegan 

Mrs. Lyn Baldwin  

Mrs Emma Pitt & Family 

Booking for visits is essential  
Call Angela Carvill on 8977 0167 

Coffee Mornings 
at 

Peg Woffington’s Cottage 

167 High Street, Teddington  

at 11.00 am 

Tuesday  February 21
st

  

Wednesday March 21st
 

Friday April 13th 

Tuesday  May 15
th

 

Come and enjoy Tony and Betty’s  

coffee and cakes and meet other 

 members of the Society 

All welcome 

Grays  

Inn 

 
 

 

Middle 

Temple 

 

 
 

Inner 

Temple 

 

 

 

Lincolns  
Inn 


