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Recognise this? See page 12   

   Letter from the Chair 

   I write this on a typical April day - cold and wet and windy with 
occasional breaks for brilliant bursts of sunshine.  It is such a 
contrast from the extraordinary weather we had in March with 

endless days of sunshine and no rain.  However, the fact that the 
weather seems to have become typically seasonal should not 
prevent us from realising the serious nature of the drought that is 
now affecting almost the whole country.  Teddington's flowering 
trees have been looking beautiful this year but must be suffering 
from months of extreme dryness and some may not survive the 

summer. 
   The Teddington Society's AGM was held in the splendid new 
building of the National Physical Laboratory in great comfort and 
much better acoustics than at our previous venues! We had a 
fascinating and amusing talk by NPL’s Fiona Auty, the Head of 
Communications, on the work and history of the NPL which was 

much appreciated. The formal business of the meeting included 
a vote of thanks for our Treasurer, Duncan Shuttleworth, who 
sadly has decided to step down after several years of excellent 
and meticulous service. 

Jenny Hilton 

 

     National Physical Laboratory 

    
 

 

 

Dates for your diary:            High Street Charity Weekend       June 8th and 9th 

Teddington In Flower                              June 10th  
Teddington Village Fair                              June 17th 

Bushy House – the original laboratory for the NPL 

See report of talk at AGM on page 3. 
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Teddington Tree Challenge 
   In our previous issue we showed you a picture of the oldest tree in 

Teddington, sent in by Brian Holder. This prompted our Gardens expert, 
Sheena Harold, to retaliate with Teddington’s most “mistletoed” tree. 
Mike Foss, from our Planning group, has responded with “Brian's tree is 
certainly venerable, but what a peeky, spindly thing it is. And Sheena's is 
not even a tree, just a parasite. So the finest tree in Teddington? In 
Richmond? In the Kingdom (or should it be the 'Queendom)? Come to 

Teddington Park, where a mighty oak stands in front of numbers 18-24. 
Come, and gaze...and wonder!”   Any other challenges? 
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From the Editor 
 

    Royalist or Republican?     Olympian or Couch Potato? 
 

   This year sees the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Anniversary of her 

succession to the throne and the London Olympics 2012. Whatever 

your views, if you live in Teddington you cannot be unaffected by 

these two momentous events. With the two June bank holidays on the 

Monday and Tuesday, the Jubilee celebrations will be accompanied 

by street parties around Teddington and, at the end of the week,  

there will be a “charity weekend” in the High Street organised by the 

Corporate members of the Teddington Society. On the Sunday we 

also have our annual Teddington In Flower and the Dog Olympics. All 

in all a week of excuses to let your hair down! 

At the end of July and beginning of August, Teddington also bears 

the brunt of the Olympics cycling. The Mens’ and Womens’ Road 

Races pass through Teddington whilst the Cycling Time Trials take a 

course which effectively encircles much of Teddington. For many, it’s 

a cause for celebration with Teddington residents being in that 

extremely small minority of people in the UK who are paying for the 

Olympics through their taxes and have also been able to get a free 

“live ticket”. For others, there is the very real problem of how to move 

about Teddington on those days when road closures effectively 

maroon much of the town for hours on end.  

In either case, the end of the Olympics will provide an opportunity  

to raise a glass of cheer. So why not enter our quiz and see if you can 

be the lucky winner of a bottle of champagne. 

 

mike.woods@blueyonder.co.uk 

Copy deadline for the next issue is 20th July 
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The Teddington Society Annual General Meeting, 17 April 2012

GETTING PHYSICAL   
   The AGM was 
preceded by a talk by 
Fiona Auty (right), who 
is now the Head of 
Communications at 

the National Physical 
Laboratory (NPL). 
   Fiona, who was born 
and grew up in 
Teddington, was also 
educated locally.  

   She eventually joined NPL in the 
(then) Computing Division before 
moving almost a decade ago into 
the business of explaining the 

scientific work and objectives of 
NPL.  
   Scientists generally have a very 
poor reputation for being able to 
communicate their often very 
complex work to those who are 

not in the same discipline and 
particularly to lay audiences. 
Fiona is clearly the exception to 
that rule and gave a fascinating 
and often amusing discourse on 

the background to why and how 
NPL was established and 
examples of its past and current 
work.  
   We were first reminded that NPL 
no longer carries out “blue skies” 

research. Rather it carries out work 
that is targeted on the NPL Mission 
in a very pragmatic way and one 
which is designed to benefit the UK.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   In our everyday life, almost 
everything that we get involved in 
relies, to a greater or lesser extent, 
on our ability to make accurate 
measurements: from the simple 
weighing out of ingredients for a 

recipe to the ability of mobile 
phones to connect us to anywhere 
in the world.  
   We began our exercise in 
knowledge transfer by marvelling 

at the ability of the ancient 
Egyptians to build the Pyramids 
with such a high degree of 
symmetry and accuracy.  

   This came about because 
the architects of these 

structures had the wisdom to 
realise that they needed a 
standard of length if they 
were going to produce 
building blocks of the same 
size. The outcome of this 

reasoning was the Cubit – 
which was defined as:  
 
 
 
 

 
   Other civilizations, for their own 
reasons, developed their own 
measures and, in Britain for 
example, the definition of the 
YARD is variously attributed to 

Kings Edgar (959-975), Henry I 
(1100-1135) and Richard I (1189-
1199). The first legal document to 
mention the yard was the Assize 
of Measures in 1196 which 

declared: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   This first attempt to bring some 
consistency into the system was 
then followed by a somewhat 
similar declaration in the Magna  

Carta in 1215. 

   Th i s  extended th i s  new 
concept of measurement 
standards into those areas 
of trade and commerce 

 which were of part icular 
 importance at that time.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   However, it was not until the 19th 
century that the major trading 

nations finally came together and 
agreed, for economic reasons, 
that there should be a universal 
system of measurements. The 
French had defined the metre in 
1791 as being 1/10,000,000th of a 

quarter of the earth’s 
circumference and in 1875 the 
Metre Convention was signed by 
most nations – thereby establishing 
international standards: Britain was 
a little tardy in signing up and 

delayed until 1884. 
   The basic measurement units 
(and the quantities they relate to) 
which now form the basis of the SI 
(International System of Units) are: 
    

 kilogram  – mass 
 
 metre  – length 
 
 second  – time 

 
 ampere  – electric current 
 
 kelvin  – temperature 
 
 candela  – luminous intensity 

  
 mole  – amount of substance 
 
   Each country now has a 
National Metrology Institute (NMI) 
which is responsible for 

maintaining and improving these 
measurement standards and for 
disseminating them, in their own 
country, to those organisations 
which need them. In the UK, the 
NPL fulfils that role.  

   There are now three NMIs in the 
world which are regarded 
a s  p r e - e m i n e n t . 
The oldest is the German 
laboratory, PTB (formerly 

PTR), and which was 
founded in 1897. The UK 
followed with the NPL in 
1900. In close pursuit, the 
USA established their own 
laboratory in 1901 with the 

(then) name of the 
National Bureau of 
Standards.  
 

NPL’s Mission 

To provide the measurement 

capability that underpins the UK’s 

prosperity and quality of life 
 

CUBIT:    the length from a 

Pharaoh's elbow to the farthest 

fingertip of his extended hand 

"Throughout the realm there 
shall be the same yard of the 
same size and it should be of   
iron" 
 

Magna Carta - 1215  

“There is to be one measure of “There is to be one measure of “There is to be one measure of “There is to be one measure of 
wine and ale and corn within wine and ale and corn within wine and ale and corn within wine and ale and corn within 
the realm, namely the London the realm, namely the London the realm, namely the London the realm, namely the London 
quarter, and one breadth of quarter, and one breadth of quarter, and one breadth of quarter, and one breadth of 
cloth, and it is to be the same cloth, and it is to be the same cloth, and it is to be the same cloth, and it is to be the same 
with weights.”with weights.”with weights.”with weights.”        
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   NPL’s scientists first began their 
work in 1900 using Bushy House as 

their headquarters. The picture 
above shows the Prince of Wales 
(the future King Edward VII) 
officially opening the lab in 1902. 
Richard Tetley Glazebrook FRS was 

appointed as the first of NPL’s 
many world-renowned Directors. 
   It would be impossible in such a 
short time to record all of the 
research that NPL has carried out 
over the past century. Suffice it to 

say, NPL has been in the forefront 
of many of the developments that 
have changed and shaped our 
lives and is still a leading force in 
improving the quality of 
measurement in many areas.  

   We  we re  t rea ted  to  some 
fascinating photographs of NPL’s 
work – some of which we would 
take for granted and some which 
came as something of a surprise. It 
was illuminating to see how the 

expertise of NPL’s scientists has 
been applied to some of the 
ticklish problems which face British 
industry. Particular examples were 
the development of processes 

w h i c h  c o u l d  m ea s u r e  t h e 
crunchiness of biscuits (ensuring 

 that customers 
continue to get 
t h e  h i g h e s t 
quality product 

every time) and 
a  s y s t e m  t o 

measure whether 
cauliflowers are 
ready to be 
picked without 

removing the 
layers of leaves. 
This enables 
farmers to just 
gather those that 
are ready and reduces 

significantly the costly wastage 
from picking unripe plants.  

   The very first Chip 
and Pin card was 

tested at NPL by our 
presenter, Fiona, back 
in 1988 (see right) and 
more recently NPL 
was commissioned in 
1994 to ensure that 

the Lottery balls were 
identical – having the 
same roundness and 
weight. 

   On a more fundamental note, 
we probably don’t think about it 

but the accurate measurement 
of time is essential for almost all of 
our everyday activities. We need  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
to know time to an accuracy of a 
minute or so if we want to be sure 
we catch our trains or buses. But 
when we expect our televisions,  
our computers and our Satnavs 

to work, we need to be able to 
measure time to accuracies 
which are many orders of 
magnitude better. 
   The earliest timepieces, 
the sundials, were 

accurate to about 60 
seconds in a day. To 
know where we were on 
the high seas, we needed  
to be accurate to about 

1 second in a day and 
this led to the Harrison 
chronometers.  
   The first atomic clock which 
was developed at NPL was 
accurate to 1 second in 300 

years and the latest versions can 
now achieve up to 1 second in  

60 million years. But our 
i n c r e a s i n g l y 
t echno l og i ca l  wo r l d 
demands  bet ter  and 

better time measurement 
and a group of scientists 
at NPL is now leading the 
w a y  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  

measurement systems which will 
have an accuracy of 1 second in 

the life of the universe! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   In this Jubilee year we were 

reminded of how central NPL is 
to our community and how 
much they play a part in our 
communal life. This photograph 
below shows the NPL float that 
formed part of a street parade 

in 1953 to celebrate the 
Queen’s Coronation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   A brief but fascinating trip down 
NPL’s highway and we were left 
with a quotation by one of Britain’s 

most famous scientists, Lord 
Kelvin.

 

“When you can measure what 

you are speaking about and 

express it in numbers you know 

something about it; but when 

you cannot measure it, when 

you cannot express it in 

numbers, your knowledge of it is 

a meagre and unsatisfactory 

kind” 

                  Lord Kelvin  1824-1907 

Chip and Pin  
cards 1988 

Testing 

Lottery Balls 
1994 



  Page 5 
 

Minutes of the AGM

   Jenny Hilton, for the Society, welcomed the guest 
speaker, Fiona Auty, of the National Physical 
Laboratory, who were most kindly hosting the AGM. 

(See p.3 for the text of Fiona’s fascinating talk.) 

A short break followed the talk. 

1. Apologies for absence 

   A number of members had offered their 
apologies, which were received with thanks. 

2. Adoption of the Minutes of the last AGM, held on 

19 April 2011 

   The minutes were approved and their adoption 
proposed by Brian Holder and seconded by 
Jasmine Bayley. 

3. Chair’s report 

   The Chair, Jenny Hilton, welcomed all those 

present and thanked the NPL for their hospitality.  

   Jenny noted that the Group Convenors had 
prepared reports on the preceding year, which 
members were able to read at leisure, and then 
picked out a number of highlights.  

   She noted that Teddington in Flower had taken 
place as usual in June. The weather had been 
terrible, cold and rainy, but, despite that setback, 
the day had gone well, and a large number of 
visitors enjoyed the 10 private gardens, and 
everything else which had been on offer.  

   Teddington Lights Up, in November, had been 
one of the year’s most popular events, attracting 
the largest ever crowd, including huge numbers of 
children and young people.   

   Well over 100 people had enjoyed a pre-
Christmas lunch at Merits Training College. This was 

only one of the many varied events arranged for 
the benefit of members which took place over the 
course of the year, all organized by Angela Carvill.  

   The importance of Teddington’s business and 
retail community had been acknowledged with the 
creation of a new position on the Executive 

Committee, that of Corporate Liaison.  

   Responding to changing needs, the Society was 
also keen to involve all members of the community 
and to communicate better and more effectively 
with its members. The Society’s Working Group 
continued to examine ways of doing this, and of 

involving more young people in its activities. 

4. Treasurer’s report 

   The Treasurer, Duncan Shuttleworth, noted that 
2012 had seen the Society maintain its healthy 
finances. In answer to a query from the meeting 

about the cost of the hanging baskets, Sheena 
Harold explained that the Society had initially put  

up 50% of the cost, with the London Borough of 
Richmond meeting the remaining 50%. The traders 
had then paid the Society back its 50%. The Society 

sponsored 4 hanging baskets itself, and the 
Lensbury and the NPL also sponsored 2 each.  

   Further questions followed about the effect of the 
hosepipe ban on the hanging baskets in the 
coming year. Sheena explained that this would not 
prevent the hanging baskets being maintained: 

there were reservoirs in each basket, and the 
contractors were permitted to replenish them. For 
2012 the Council would operate the same 
matched funding scheme. 

   The adoption of the accounts was proposed by 
John Demont and seconded by Mike Woods.  

5. Vote of thanks to the Treasurer and Independent 

Examiner 

   The Chair reported that Duncan was stepping 
down as Treasurer. She thanked him warmly for his 
hard work and sterling support over the course of 

the last few years and noted that this would be 
acknowledged formally in due course. She also 
thanked Doug Jerome in his absence, who was also 
stepping down, for all his efforts as Independent 
Examiner.  

6.   Election of Officers and Committee Members 

   Vice President John Demont handled the election 
process. He reported that there had been no new 
nominations. 

   The Honorary Officers, additional voting Executive 
Committee members, and Executive Committee 
Group Convenors were duly re-elected by those 

present as follows: 

Chairman   Jenny Hilton 
Vice-Chairman  Sheena Harold 
Secretary   Maria Pemberton 
Treasurer   Vacant 
Membership Secretary Belinda Heal 

Press Officer   Sheena Harold 

   EC members: 

Minutes Secretary  Rosemary Connellan 
Editor, Tidings  Mike Woods 
Events Organiser  Angela Carvill 

   EC Group convenors: 

David Lawton  Environment  
Ann Sayer   Riverside & Open Spaces  
Michael Foss  Planning 
Paddy Ching  History  
Bhavna Patel Corporate Liaison 

Brian Holder   Roads &Transport  
Sheena Harold  Gardens 
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7. Appointment of Independent Examiner  

   Denise Woods was appointed to the role 

vacated by Doug Jerome, to whom the Society 

was very grateful. 

8. Events 

   Angela Carvill noted that the Legal London trip 

had been very popular: the first date and second 

dates had both been over-subscribed (10 and 23 

May) and there was a waiting list for a third date, 

as yet to be arranged, but probably to take 

place in the autumn. The coffee morning 

arranged for 15 May had had to be cancelled.  

 

   Sheena Harold reminded members of the 

Teddington in Flower weekend, Friday 8th June –  

 
 

Sunday 10th June. TiF was taking place as usual 

on the Sunday afternoon (and members were 
invited to volunteer to garden-sit); but it would be 
preceded by lively events run by the High Street 
shops on Friday and Saturday (tastings, 
competitions, etc), which all were encouraged to 

be part of.  

9. Website 

 Sheena Harold thanked Colin Hicks for all his hard 
work on the Society website.  
 
10. Close of meeting 

   The Chair thanked Fiona Auty once again for her 
talk, and the NPL for offering the use of their fine 
venue, and declared the meeting closed. 

Rosemary Connelan

 

 

Accounts 2011   Treasurer’s Report 

 

Summary of Income and Expenditure for the 12 months ending 31st December 2011 

(a detailed and verified breakdown is available from the Secretary)     

        2011     2010   

     £ £ £ £ £ £ 

Balance brought forward:         8.143     7,351 

Income                 

Subs, Donations, Gift Aid Refund 4,244     3,696     

Sales: (Publications, Mugs, other) 565     433     

Teddington in Flower   775     964     

LBRUT and Env.Agency grants 1,880     690     

Hanging baskets     5,407     0     

Other     858     246     

        13,729     6,029   

Expenditure                 

Hanging baskets     5,550     300     

Newsletter     3,408     3,121     

Donations     1,784     632     

Other     1,666     1,184     

        12,408     5,237   

Surplus/(deficit) for year       1,321     792 

                  

Balance carried forward       9,464     8,143 

                  

  
D T Shuttleworth - Hon 
Treasurer Doug Jerome - Accounts Examiner 

 

   For those members who were unable to attend the AGM, copies of the full Treasurer’s Report can be 
obtained from the Secretary. Copies of the reports from the Group Convenors, which summarise the 
activities of the individual Groups over the preceding year, are also available on request. 
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Olympics Cycling 
   At the end of July and into the beginning of 
August, the Olympics comes to Teddington with 
a vengeance. On August 1, most of Teddington 
will be “marooned”. The map here shows how 
Teddington will be affected. 

Torch Route      July 24th and 27th 

   The torch route has been planned so that it 
will pass within 10 miles of 95% of the UK’s 
population. On the 24th, the torch goes east of 
the river via Kingston and Ham through to 
Richmond. At the time of going to press the 

arrangements for 27th July are not yet finalised. 

Men’s Road Races   28th July    10.00 – 16.15 

This follows the ORANGE route both out and back 

Women’s Road Races   29th July    12.00 – 16.15 

This follows the ORANGE route out and RED back 

Time Trial Rehearsals   31st July 

This follows the time trial route for the next day 
but there shouldn’t be any road closures 

Men’s & Women’s Time Trials   1st Aug 12.30 – 16.05 

This follows the BLUE route along the roads shown. 

Some Questions and Answers:  

 
Vehicle movements    
   On race days, the race roads used by the cyclists 
will be closed to traffic and side roads leading onto 

these race roads will be blocked off.   
   Barriers will start going up many hours before the 
race start times (possibly from about 6.00 am). 
Vehicles will only be able to leave/enter the area 
via Emergency Local Access Points (ELAPS) up to 

one hour before the race start and then from at 
least one hour after the race finish. 
   Present indications (not yet confirmed) are that 

there may be ELAPs at: 
St John’s Rd – Lower Teddington Rd 
Holmesdale Rd – Bushy Park Rd 

Kingston Lane – Atbara Rd 
Teddington High St – Ferry Rd 
Waldegrave Park – Shacklegate Lane 
Teddington High St – Broad St 
Sandy Lane – Queens Rd 

Parking 

    Parking restrictions will be enforced along the 
Cycle routes for most of the Race days. Vehicles 
that have not been moved will be towed away. 
 

Pedestrian movements 

   Temporary barriers will be erected along the 
roadside for much of the routes. The courses will 

be marshalled by a private company. Pedestrians 
will be allowed to cross closed roads on foot or by 
bicycle at all times except when the race is 
passing. (On the Time Trials day, cyclists should 
pass every 90 seconds or so. It is not clear whether 

any crossing will be allowed during the day). 

 
Buses 

   It is obvious that bus routes through Teddington 
will be cancelled or diverted. At the time of going 
to press, the TfL website has no information on 

how Teddington will be affected. 
 
Services for Elderly, etc 

   For the whole week from 24 July to 1 August, 
there will be changes to services that the Council 
provides. The Council is promising that as soon as 
these are agreed they will be publicised. (It is not 
clear whether individuals will be informed 

personally.) 

Practically all detailed information is being supplied via the Internet. If you know people who will be 
affected but who don’t have Internet access, please help them. Information points: 

Council Hotline: 08456 122 660 
Council website: http://www.richmond.gov.uk/richmond_upon_thames_2012 
TfL (buses) website: http://www.tfl.gov.uk/gettingaround/london2012/22487.asp 
 
The Council’s Borough Tourism Office is looking for volunteers to meet, greet and direct people arriving at 
the station on the cycling days. Volunteers (unpaid) should contact the Tourism Office. 

 

Kingston Road 

Upper 

Teddington 

Road 

Hampton 

Court Road 

Waldegrave Road 

Chestnut 

Avenue 

Park Road 

Manor 

Road 

Strawberry Vale 

High Street 

Twickenham 

Road 
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Teddington Charity Celebration Weekend 

Teddington High Street & The Teddington Society 
Corporate Liaison Group 

- working together to support local charities such as: 

Companion Cycling for Disabled in Bushy Park 
Elleray Hall Social Club for the Over 60s 

Horse Rangers 
Teddington Memorial Hospital 

Friday 8th June & Saturday 9th June 
All along the High Street, shops and restaurants will be 

hosting individual outdoor events & stalls offering an 
eclectic mix of bargains, food and fun. 

Raise money for our local charities. 
Create a feeling of community and celebration. 

 

Please join us 
A family that plays together stays together 

The economic climate is against us all. 

A GREAT WAY TO RISE ABOVE THE GLOOM AND 
ENJOY SOME WELL-DESERVED FUN TOGETHER! 

A lively village atmosphere with live music and many 
different activities, including: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 10th June 
Teddington in Flower   2pm – 6pm (A wonderful 

opportunity to visit private gardens all around 
Teddington - only open to the public on this day) 

 
Dog Olympics - a new exciting event run by Vet4life 

11am – 4pm in Udney Park Gardens. 
 

Mela Mela Kitchen Sync   Elements & Mini Me 
1940s Tea Party! Cup Cake competition Gift vouchers  
Tea and Cake with  (all week)    Goodies 
beautiful vintage china Egg Poaching (Fri  11-4 ) Bubbles  
Bargain Window!       
 

ALL DONATIONS TO CHARITY! 
 

Gillian Million  La Casa Del Habano  Toni & Guys   
Childrens’ Tiara Design  Chocolate Tasting  Pop a Balloon 
   Competition  
Personalised Tiara for winner    And lots more!!    
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Reports from the Groups 
 

Riverside & Open Spaces

Ann Sayer 8977 9495           
a.sayer1@which.net           

Illegal Moorings on the Thames 
   At the time of going to press the Council had just 

ended a period of consultation on its proposed new 
bye-law to prevent and suppress the nuisance of 
unauthorised mooring along the river. The Teddington 
Society has supported the Council on this issue. 
   There has been a problem for several years over 
permanent or semi-permanent moorings especially 

on the Surrey bank upstream of Teddington Lock Cut. 
Vessels there have caused various problems of 
littering, pollution, noise, obstruction, fire lighting and 
environmental damage etc. The new bye-law would 
give the Council powers to encourage the owners of 
boats moored along stretches of river bank owned by 

the Council to move their boats. Breach of a bye-law 
is a criminal offence and can be prosecuted in 

Magistrate’s Court. 
 

Environment 

David Lawton 8977 6778 
janddlawton570@btinternet.com 

   We held a full Spring-clean-up of both recycling 
sites on April 4th. Whilst the Cedar Road site was the 
worst we had seen it, so warranting considerably 

more work, the Tesco site has generally improved.  
Regular monitoring continues, and clearing up after 
lazy people has now become an, arguably, 
acceptable part of our life. 

   Last year the Council did rationalise the recycling 
sites in Teddington, and despite our wishful hope for 

consultations, we found that the site on the corner of 
Twickenham Road and Manor Road had been 
removed. We understand that this has left many flat 
dwellers without a viable recycling system and it is 
being looked into. 

   The Council, in conjunction with the West London 

Waste Authority, has recently announced a 
rejuvenation scheme, Re-ward, whereby businesses 
and charities will be encouraging shoppers to buy re-
used items. Whilst ANY effort to recycle is exemplary, 
we shall be keeping a watching brief.  Can they 

emulate The Environment Group’s Street Give and 
Take Days? Certainly, a positive outcome might be 
that some charity shops will reduce their “New 
Goods” sales, a practice which has frequently 
attracted accusations of ‘unfair trading’. 

   The Wimpey Shopaloos, following our complaints, 

have now had a facelift, so are much more user-
friendly. We do understand that the Council are at 
present looking into the Shopaloo system, and we 

hope that we ourselves will be permitted to 
contribute, and also be kept up to date with any 
views they may have. 

   We welcome a greater Council presence on the 
condition of our pavements, and we hope that 
members will continue to report poor ones. There are 
so many instances of cars and lorries damaging 
pavements, and it is often those same culprits who 
complain that their pavements are broken. Trees, too, 

whilst playing a positive role in our wonderful green 
environment, must surely be to blame for 
innumerable unstable and dangerous walkways. 
Trees, like gardens, grow, and, often outgrow their 
space, so we must be prepared to start again and 
rejuvenate - if only for our safety. 

   Our projects this year will be reduced, but rest 
assured, we will be keeping our still growing volunteer 
team in touch.  Our projected talk on “Solar Power in 
Teddington” has been put on the back-burner, 
mainly owing to the drastic Central Government cuts, 

but we do hope to arrange another very popular 
Street Give and Take, so do watch your emails and 
Tidings announcements. 

   Our hard-working Group continues to meet, but we 
do welcome fresh blood – whatever age. So if you do 
have great environmental thoughts, and would like to 

share them, and shape our policies, please come 
and join us. We meet, informally, bi-monthly at 
members’ homes, and there is always, apart from the 
tasty nibbles thrown in, a lot to be passionate about.  

 

Planning 
 

Michael Foss 
Contact point: Brian Lane 8943 0811 or email to 

all@angelalane.plus.com  

The Planning group scrutinises all significant planning 
applications relating to Teddington; in the past three 
months two have been of particular concern: 

Shell Filling Station, Kingston Road (11/4170/FUL) 

   As reported in the last issue of ‘Tidings’, an 
application to build flats on the land behind the filling 
station received approval. Recently a new 
application has come forward, this time to erect 
seven three-bedroom houses, and one two-bedroom 

apartment. The houses at the front of the site are 
suburban pastiche, designed to marry up with the 
neighbouring buildings, whilst those at the rear are 
modern.  
   The group considered that overall the designs were 
acceptable. The scheme is not strictly backland or 

infill development, since the area was for the most 
part just an empty space, but does constitute a 
serious densification of the land use on the plot, and 
house-owners, especially in Bushy Park Road, could 
well have strong reasons to object on grounds of loss 

of light and, possibly, overlooking. After careful 
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consideration the group decided not to lodge an 
objection; we have since learned that the 
application has been refused. 

210 Kingston Road (11/4169/FUL) 

This application involved the demolition of the 
present building at 210, the erection of a new, wider 

building facing Kingston Road, and the addition of a 
large, three storey, extension running along Bushy 
Park Road and designed to accommodate seven 
flats. The group took the view that whilst it was 
regrettable that the present building at 210 should be 
demolished – it was originally quite a handsome 

house which could have merited BTM status – it had 
been so disfigured by the creation of retail premises 
on the ground floor that its preservation could not be 
justified.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The replacement plan was in itself quite good. The 
rear extension, on the other hand, was considered 
quite out of keeping with the other houses in the 
street, overbearing, and a clear case of over-

development. The absence of any parking provision, 
in a narrow street which is already very congested, 
was also considered unacceptable. An objection 
was lodged with the council. The application has 
now been refused. 

   Two other sites have also been of particular interest 

to us recently: 

Waldegrave Arms, Waldegrave Road 

 

 

 

 

   This project, which has now been over two years in 
implementation, has given rise to a number of 
concerns. In particular, the old Waldegrave Arms was 
a BTM (Building of Townscape merit), and the re-
development plans included an undertaking to fully 

res tore  the f rontage of  the pub when the 
enlargement of the building was complete. We have 
photographs which show just how it was. Now we 
fear that the undertaking given will not be respected: 
we are following carefully the work being done and 
are in contact with the council on the issue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Old House, Laurel Dene 

   Laurel Dene, in Hampton Road, lies right on the 
boundary of Teddington. In the grounds of the 
CareUK home stands the Old House, a fine mansion. 
Some four years ago we were disturbed by the fact 

that the house, which was unoccupied, was falling 
into serious disrepair. We obtained undertakings 
from the council that CareUK would be required to 
maintain it in a proper state.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

This has not happened and the house is becoming 
rapidly more dilapidated. We have raised the 
matter once again with the council which, 
hopefully, will now take action to protect this 
imposing building. 

 

Roads and Transport 

 
Brian Holder 8977 1579 
Brianholder99@aol.com 

Sad news – death of Colin Tyler 

   I am sorry to have to report that Colin Tyler, our long 

serving Roads & Transport Group member, who had 
been in poor health recently, collapsed at home on 
Saturday 3rd March and died in Kingston Hospital the 
same day. I have passed the Society’s sympathies to 
his wife Lorna, and have helped her with funeral and 
other arrangements.  

   Colin was not only very active on transport and 
other local issues but he and Lorna were stalwarts of 
the Teddington & Hampton Wick Voluntary Care 
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Group. Many members will have seen him helping 
elderly residents do their shopping either with his own 
car, or with the Care Group’s minibus which was 
regularly parked at the rear of Tescos. 

Station Bridges 

   The long awaited refurbishment of the main 

footbridge is currently taking place. All the metal 
Crittall windows have been removed, leaving rotting 
wooden uprights temporarily supporting the roof. The 
replacement windows will be much smaller and 
hopefully, more resistant to vandalism.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The southern footbridge continues to deteriorate and, 

as reported last time, the Council’s failure to make 
any formal request to Network Rail and Southwest 
Trains for improvements means that any replacement 
will remain some years away. 

Olympic Cycle Races are benefiting Teddington 

   The consensus, among almost everybody I have 

spoken to, was that the practice race was a great 
success, both as a race, but also as a community 
event. It was also a considerable benefit when the 
time trial routes were announced, including along the 
section of rutted road between Cross Deep and Ferry 

Road, which has just been completely resurfaced 
with super smooth tarmac, and various other 
improvements are taking place as well. 

   One “improvement” we don’t want is the 
replacement of the Park Road speed tables between 
Queens Road and Chestnut Avenue, once the races 

have taken place. Having been removed for the 

practice race, I am in correspondence with the 
Council Officer responsible and hope to persuade 
her that they were never originally necessary and 
therefore should not be put back.  

The Causeway – time for change? 

   Some years ago, the Borough’s Unitary 

Development Plan contained a widely supported 
proposal for full closure of the Causeway to create a 
pedestrian-friendly shopping and multipurpose town 
centre area that could be used for markets and 
community events. I was in support of the proposal at 
that time, and still am, as I saw it as the best chance 

for revitalisation of a fairly run down shopping centre. 
Subsequently as part of the 2001/2 Teddington Town 
Centre Improvements Study, an alternative official 
proposal for a semi-pedestrianised area with one-way 
traffic towards Broad Street was put on the table. The 

residents’ working party discussed this with the 
Council Engineer. The general conclusion was that a 
“Church Street, Twickenham” style full closure with 
limited vehicle access was the ideal solution. 
However, the incoming Administration decreed that 
all work proposed under the Study should stop 

forthwith – hence no further improvements to the 
west of the railway bridge since 2002.  

   The Causeway has been closed on numerous 
occasions in the last dozen years, and we know that 
full or limited closure would have little or no impact on 
traffic flows as the traffic lights could be removed and 

traffic would flow more freely across this junction. 
TeddSoc’s Planning Group have asked me to get a 
council traffic survey done, but at present, there are 
no resources for such a survey.   

R&T Group membership  

   New members are always welcome, particularly 

public transport users, cyclists and pedestrians – if you 
are interested, please contact me to have a chat.  

 

No reports from History or Gardens this time. 

 

Teddington In Flower – Sun June 10th 

   We have 11 venues, 4 of them new, for you to 
visit. A full list is enclosed.  

   One of the charities to benefit is Elleray Hall who 
plan to create a floral sun trap from an internal 

courtyard with raised beds, trellises and a pergola.     
They provide a valuable service for those of our 
elderly citizens who need some company, a hot 
meal & some entertainment.   

   We are also giving 4 grants to enable Primary 

School teachers to attend a gardening course at 
Strawberry Hill House so they can teach the 
gardeners of the future.   So please come along & 
support us. 
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Changing Faces at Teddington Library
 

   April saw the end of an era when Alison Painter left 
Teddington Library to take up a new post in the 

Borough’s Library Service. The Teddington Society is 
indebted to Alison for her dedicated service not 
only to our local Library but also to our Society and 
to the community as a whole.  

   As a small mark 
of our gratitude, 

Sheena Haro ld 
presented Alison 
with a bouquet 
and passed on 
the wishes of us all 
for a happy and 

successful time in 
her new job but  

with the hope that she will still be a part of 
Teddington in the future.  
   We look forward to a similarly fruitful and amicable 

cooperation with her successor. Clare Thompson is 
the new Branch Manager covering Teddington and 
the Hamptons and Carole-Ann Barnett Is Teddington 
Library’s new Customer Service Manager 

Editor 

   Alison writes: “As you may know, the Borough’s 

library Service has undergone a restructure to better 
equip us to meet the needs of the service and our 
strategy for the next few years “Connecting 
Communities”. So, after almost twenty-two very 
happy years at Teddington Library, I have recently 
taken up a new post as Community Libraries 

Manager in charge of Richmond, Kew, East Sheen 
and Castelnau libraries.  
   I first came to Teddington Library as a Senior Library 
Assistant on 12th November 1990. I was instantly 
struck by what a beautiful building it was and felt 

privileged to work there but what I also soon realised 
was what a great sense of community Teddington 
had.  

   In 1993 I was promoted to the role of Library 
Manager. I tried to ensure that the library joined in 
as many community events as possible, taking 
part in the Christmas lights events, the D-Day 
commemorations and Teddington in Flower to 
name but a few. I wanted as many people as 

possible to know what a lovely resource they had 
in the centre of their town. In 2009 I oversaw the 
Library’s refurbishment which I believe restored the 
full beauty of this wonderful building. 
   It is with a tinge of sadness that I say goodbye to 
Teddington, but I am very much looking forward to 

the opportunities that my new role will bring. I 
leave Teddington in the very capable hands of 
Clare Thompson, my counterpart in the 
Teddington area. “ 
   Details of the Connecting Communities library 

Strategy can be found on the Council website: 
http://www.richmond.gov.uk/home/leisure_and_c
ulture/libraries.htm  

Alison Painter 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recognise this? From our front page 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   What has this got to do with Teddington? Well, 

this car can be seen regularly parked on our 
streets.  

   And it made me smile, so that’s excuse enough 
for me to include it.                                             Editor 

TEDDINGTON SOCIETY 
We welcome the following new 

members: 

Mr. Mrs. Archie &Jane Taylor 

Mr. Mrs. Roger &Angela Hackett  

Mr. Mrs. Alan &Carole Evans 

Ms Melanie Whetter 

Mr. Mrs. Stephen &Pauline Cox 

Mr. Mrs. DL Tozer 

Mr. & Mrs. Simon &Bridget Johnson 

Mrs. Celia Allen  

Mr. Mrs. Frank & Kathryn Cassidy 

 l to r: Carole-Ann, Sheila, Terry, Clare, Zoe, Alison 
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BUSINESS EXCHANGE 

 
Dexters: a trusted name on the 

High Street 

 
By Jenny Barlass 

 
   Dexters, one of our newest recruits as a Corporate member of the Teddington 
Society, has been a familiar face in Teddington for 18 years now. The Estate 
Agent has worked hard to build a reputation as a straight-talking, no nonsense 

player in the local property market, and people in Teddington have come to 
like and respect this approach. 
   “It’s stood us in 
good stead as we 
now have a 50% 
market share,” said 

Teddington Director 
Alex Gale. “We’ve 
always worked from 
the standpoint that 
people prefer their 
market advice and 

valuation in plain 
English, without a lot 
of flannel and fluff.  
Over two thirds of our business now comes from personal recommendations of 
our clients to friends, family and colleagues.” 
   The team at 61 High Street has grown significantly over the years to keep up 

with demand in the area, and today the branch is staffed by 16 sales and 
lettings negotiators and financial services experts.  
   So far 2012 has been a hectic year for the team. “We’ve been constantly 
busy since the start of the year,” said Marketing Director Ann Sinclair. “For 
example in March we sold ten properties in one week alone, which is indicative 

of the level of buoyancy of the local market. In fact our only complaint is that 
we frequently don’t have enough properties to sell. They get snapped up very 
quickly! It’s a similar story for lettings: we find landlords get great returns 
because of the relentless demand for homes to let.” 
   “If you’re thinking of selling or letting your home, if you want some good old 
fashioned obligation-free advice or if you’d like a market appraisal on your 

home, call us on 8288 8288 or pop in and see one of the team. 
 Jenny Barlass 

 
 
 

 

 

 

     One of the unique features that 
makes Teddington such a great place 
to live is the number of small and 
independent businesses that it 
supports. Stevens Tyres at 25 Church 
Road is one of these businesses – a 

truly local, family business.  
   Dad, Andy, first started in the 
business over 45 years ago with shops 
in Leytonstone. Son, Jimmy, joined the 
business and over 20 years ago 
regularly made the journey from 

Teddington to Leytonstone to work

We warmly welcome our 

new Corporate Member 

STEVENS TYRES 

and are grateful to all 

our Corporate Members 

for their continued 

support 

A1 Collectables Ltd 

Architecture:wk 

British Maritime Technology 

Broom Water Association  

Dexters 

Diners Delight 

Eaton Publications  

Elements  

Financial Planning Group 

Haymarket Publishing  

It Takes 2  

Kagan Moss & Co  

Landmark Arts Centre 

La Casa Del Habano 

Lensbury Club  

Malo Clinic Teddington 

Mela Mela  

Milestone Residential  

National Physical Laboratory 

Nova Fortuny 

Parsonage & Co 

Realeyesmarketing 

Richard Steer & Co 

Roger Sutton & Co 

Royal British Legion 

Sammy’s  

Shambles Bar & Restaurant  

Sims Opticians  

Snellers 

Squires Garden Centre 

Stoneydeep Residents Assn  

Studio 148 

Tamesis Club 

Teddington Artists 

Teddington Bowling Club 

Teddington Cricket Club  

Teddington Riverside Artists 

Teddnet  

The Tree Agency  

TW11 Magazine 
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with Dad. With Andy retiring, Jimmy 
and wife Josette took the plunge 

and re-located the business to 
Teddington. They will celebrate 5 
years here in July.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   Today, despite “retiring”, it’s Andy 
who makes the reverse journey 
everyday from Leytonstone to 

Teddington to ensure the business 
remains a truly family concern, with 

Josette running the front office. 
   Stevens Tyres has a reputation for 

honesty and integrity coupled with 
competitive pricing. As Josette 
says, “We pride ourselves on 
serving our customers straight 
away and providing an excellent 
customer service. We keep a full 

range of tyres in stock as well as 
being authorised dealers for 
Michelin and Hankook (the largest 
supplier of tyres worldwide). We 
give a free Balance and valve with 
every tyre purchased. 

   We take great pride too in being 
a specialist in fully computerised 
wheel balancing and having the 
  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Hunter Wheel Alignment System. 
 Very few tyre dealers have the 
world renowned Hunter system 

which is recognised by insurance 
companies as a “must have” for 
high performance cars.” 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Hamlet at Normansfield Theatre  
Saturday, 26th May 2012 at 7pm 

Blue Apple Theatre is an integrated theatre company 

for adults with and without learning disabilities.  

   It was launched in 2005, their aim being to challenge 
pre-conceptions and raise the ceiling of expectation 
for learning disabled performers. Their first Shakespeare 

production was a Midsummer Night's Dream in 2010. 
They are now developing a touring production of 
Hamlet which will play across theatres in the south of 
England, ending with a gala celebration of this huge 
achievement at the Normansfield Theatre.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   The writer, William Jessop, worked with the actors to 
capture their insight into the play's story, to fit its themes 
to their real life experiences and to make Hamlet their 

own. 

   For more details and to book tickets:  
Box Office 0845 230 0372 or  
email lesley.alabaf@downs-syndrome.org.uk    
http://langdondowncentre.org.uk/index/forthcoming-

events/hamlet/

Stevens Tyres                 38 Church Road 

Tel: 020 8977 9037          Email:  sales@stevenstyres.co.uk 
Website:   stevenstyres.co.uk 

Interested in Trains and their History? 

   Teddington Station celebrates its 150th year in 
July 2013. We’d like to do one or two articles 

on this and are putting together a team to pull 
things together. We can’t promise you’ll get to 
drive a train but it could be fun. Maybe even 
an occasional meeting at a local hostelry – 
the Station pub (now the Bloated Mallard) 
could be an appropriate venue! The first round 
is on me. 

Teddington Society Needs You! 

We know many of you would like to do more for 
the Teddington Society but don’t always have 

the time, but we do have jobs which just need a 
few hours or so and we’d welcome volunteers. 

 Don’t worry if you haven’t done this type of thing 
before - most of us were in the same position 

when we started. You won’t be on your own and 

we’re always there to help.  

If you’d like to try your hand at either of the jobs 
below or just chat about them, ring me 8977 5642 

 or email at mike.woods@blueyonder.co.uk 

Local Crime Reports 

   The Teddington Police Liaison Group meets 
every 3 or 4 months for about an hour or so in 

the evening. Meeting notes are produced but 
we’d like to a produce a reader-friendly report 
for Tidings. A chance to meet and get to know 
your local police force? Would anybody like to 
try their hand at this? 
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QUIZ CORNER 

   Time to celebrate Team GB’s performance in the Olympics or a return to normal 
life or maybe just a personal anniversary. Whatever the excuse, our Corporate 
Member, Dexters, have generously sponsored our quiz prize this time with a bottle 
of bubbly. So pencils and erasers out and let’s see what you can do with our latest 
puzzle.   

   Everyone seems to be doing Su Doku these days. Two simple(?) examples this 
time. The usual rules apply.  

Simply place a number from 1-9 in each empty cell so that each row, each column 
and each 3 x 3 block contains all the numbers from 1 to 9 (this means that no 
number can appear twice in any row, column or 3 x 3 block. 

When you have completed them, just add up the numbers in the coloured squares 

for each puzzle and send in the two numbers as your entry. 

   Open to all members. All correct answers go into the hat and the winner of the 
champagne will be the first drawn. Teddington Society mugs to 2nd and 3rd.  

Answers to: The Editor, 152 Broom Road, Teddington, Middlesex TW11 9PQ or by 
email to mike.woods@blueyonder.co.uk. Make sure you give your name, address 
and phone number.                       Deadline for entries is Friday 20th July.  Good luck. 

                              Su Doku Number 1      Su Doku Number 2 

  6         2   9     

  2 7  4 9 1   6 8   7     

7 3 4  9   2   4 1    6  9  

 6     1     5 7 9 6  4   

  9   2   7  1        2 

 1   8  3  9    4  1 8 7 6  

 8  2  9 4     6  2    7 5 

 7 5      1      5   8 4 

    3 7  9       8   1  

  
 

 

Solution and Winners – Issue no. 156 

   Congratulations for all the correct entries we 
received. The answer we were looking for was: 

ANLABY ROAD 
First out of the 

hat and lucky 
winner of the 
meal for two at Diners Delight was:  

Peter Hartley 

2nd and 3rd prizes of Teddington Society mugs to: 

      Kerry Chauhan     and    David Lawton 

 

Crossword answers were: 
Across:   
1.  Able    4.  Stab    9.  Adipose    10.  Pastime     
11.  Recital    12.  Eden    13.  Rome    15.  Allbrook     
18.  Engage    20.  Ethanol    23.  Amulet    26.  Cloister     
28.  Mesh    29.  Rely    30.  Closure    32.  Bravery     
33.  Avenged    34.  Shot    35.  Lays     
Down:   
2.  Blagdon    3.  Estonia    4.  Somerset    5.  Barrel     
6.  Zinc    7.  Pontoon    8.  Meal    14.  Macabre     
16.  Balm    17.  Kilt    18.   Epic    19.   Gems     
21.   Oakhurst    22.   Coronet    24.   Unravel     
25.   Elleray    27.   Emends    30.   Clam    31.   Urge    
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SOCIETY  EVENTS
 

� Thursday May 10th and Wednesday May 23rd 

Guided tour of Legal London and lunch at Middle 

Temple. Guide: Gillian Blachford. The response to this 
event, arranged for May 10th and announced in our 

last issue, was overwhelming: 73 people want to 
come. The Middle Temple buffet can only 
accommodate 25 at one time. They offered a 
second visit for May 23rd (with tour and guide Gillian) 
which has now been filled, and I have spoken to all 
who are coming. I am hoping to arrange a third tour 

and lunch in the autumn. I will contact all on the 
reserve list as soon as a date is decided. Meanwhile I 
look forward to meeting group A (May 10th) and B 
(May 23rd) at Teddington Station, platform 2 at 9.40. 
Cost: Guide £8, Middle Temple lunch £20. Please 

bring cash with you. If you are at all doubtful which 
walk you are booked for, please call 8977-0167. 

� Friday June 8th and Saturday June 9th   Teddington 

Charity Celebration Weekend. All along Teddington 
High Street, Retailers & Restaurants will have outdoor 
stalls offering an eclectic mix of food & fun. Come 

and join in the celebrations that are being organised 
by our Corporate members. See inside for more 
details. 

� Sunday June 10th from 2 to 6 pm. Teddington In 

Flower. Excellent variety of gardens for you to enjoy in 
Teddington – all listed on the enclosed leaflet.  

� Sunday June 17th The Village Fair. Udney Park. 
Organised by the Lions. Family fun for all to enjoy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

� Thursday August 23rd   Visit to view the State 
Rooms at Buckingham Palace and to take a guided 
tour of the famous garden. The State rooms are 
furnished with many of the greatest treasures from the 

Royal collection; paintings, sculpture, porcelain and 
the finest furniture plus a special Diamond Jubilee 
exhibition of some of the Queen’s personal jewels. 
They will provide a complimentary audio tour. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   We can then visit the Garden Café on the West 

Terrace for tea or coffee before our guided tour of 
the beautiful garden with its herbaceous borders, 
summer house, rose garden, tennis court and three 
acre lake. 

  Cost of this combined tour is 
£24 (£22.80 for seniors). We 

have to pay in advance so 
please book by phone and 
then send your cheque made 
out to the Teddington Society 
to 3 Chadwick Close, 
Teddington TW11 9BH to reach 

me by June 15th.  
   We will take the 9.41 train 
from Teddington, platform 2 to 

Victoria (change at Clapham 

Junction). 
Angela Carvill 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The Teddington Society membership application form 

TITLE……      SURNAME………………………………………............... 

 

FIRST NAMES…………………………………………………………… 

 

ADDRESS…………………………………………………………………. 

 

......................................................................................................... 

 

POSTCODE …………            TELEPHONE…………………………….. 

 

EMAIL…………………………………………………………………….. 

 

RATES: Individual £5 Family £7 Senior £3 Joint Senior £4 

Corporate £25 

Please circle any groups you are interested in joining: 

Historical Research           Planning            Roads & Transport 

Gardens              Riverside & Open Spaces         Environment 

Cheques should be made payable to:  

The Teddington Society 

Please return to Belinda Heal, 13 Broom Water, 

Teddington, TW11 9QJ 

For Standing Order payments, please contact Belinda 

Booking for visits is essential  
Call Angela Carvill on 8977 0167 

Coffee Mornings 

at 

Peg Woffington’s Cottage 
167 High Street, Teddington  

at 11.00 am 

       (Tuesday May 15
th  

is CANCELLED) 

Tuesday June 19
th

 

Wednesday July 11
th

 

Friday August 17
th

 

Come and enjoy Tony and Betty’s coffee and cakes 

and meet other members of the Society 

All welcome 

Become a member now! 


