
 

 
WELCOME TO THE CHRISTMAS NEWSLETTER 

 
What a year we've had with changeable weather, 
changing Committee members and major changes 
planned for Teddington.  However now we're coming to 
the end of 2014 and it's time to think about Christmas. 
 
Not everyone looks forward to Christmas, particularly if 
alone, with no family and not in good health.  This year 
again we will be giving Society Christmas food parcels to 
some 40 local residents through the Health & Social Care 
department based at Teddington Hospital.  We hope to 
get charitable support for this.   
 

We hope to see lots of you at our New Year party, details of which 
are enclosed. This is a chance for us all to get to know each other 
a little better.  Your Committee are all volunteers. No-one is paid 
and the rewards we reap are seeing good things come to pass in 
our town which we all love.  Whenever we can we donate to local 
charities and good causes, so if you'd like to suggest suitable 
recipients do let us know.  Even Santa has got into his Pram to 
race to the centre pages to see who benefited from the revived  
Pram Race. 

 
2014 has been the Year Of The 
Poppy as we remembered the 
centenary of the outbreak of 
World War One in 1914 memorably with the sea of ceramic poppies 
in the moat of the Tower of  London.  So Elizabeth Foster’s photo of a 
humble sparrow on one of those poppies tops our cover and  Peter 
Denton’s  lovely photo of a red deer stag in the snow in Bushy Park, 
now a Site of Special Scientific Interest, ends it. 
 
May we wish all our members and their families a very Merry 
Christmas and a Very Happy 2015. 
 

Sheena 
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EDITORIAL 
 
After a long Summer and surprisingly mild Autumn, Teddington is getting 
ready to celebrate Christmas and New Year.  In this edition of Tidings we 
look at some of the issues facing the town and some past and future events. 
 
Last winter the main worry was flooding, though other towns suffered a lot 
more than we did.  This year, as well as flooding, we are concerned about the 
huge increase in aircraft noise that ruined many a summer evening.  The 
Heathrow Noise Experiment finished on 12 November, but there will be 
another one in 2015. 
 
Is your street as busy as mine is with builders' lorries, skip deliveries and 
the sounds of cement mixers, loud radios and circular saws?  Everybody, it 
seems, is rushing to finish their project before the cold weather sets in.  The 
Teddington Society Planning Group has been working hard to scrutinize 
proposals big and small, especially those that might change the nature of the 
High Street and river bank. 
 
As we go to press, preparations are in hand for "Teddington Lights Up" on 
27 November.  It is not possible to turn both High Street and Broad Street 
into pedestrian precincts for the evening (where would the buses go?) but 
many of the shops will be open late and maybe you can visit one of them that 
you have not been in before, especially if you go on a treasure hunt for the 
23 Christmas Doors. 
 
It is not always possible to acknowledge the photographer of every picture 
in Tidings, but I would like to express my thanks (in alphabetical order) to 
Alan Benns, Peter Denton, Elizabeth Foster, Brian Holder, Ken Howe and 
David Lawton for their excellent photos. 
 
Don't forget to study the "Events" section on the back page.  Many of them 
are on weekdays, but if you would prefer more Saturday outings, then please 
let Sheena know. 
 
I hope you have a Happy Christmas and a Good New Year. 

Donald Bell 
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No room in this edition for a proper "Puzzle Page".  The puzzles are just in 
pale green boxes on various pages with the answers on page 6. 
Here is one to get you started: 
 
MRS STARR - Mary's mother, Mrs Starr, had four children.  The first was 
called John, the second was called Paul, the third was called George.  What 
was the name of the fourth one? 

 



 

Tidings 168, Winter 2014  Page 3 

SQUIRES GARDEN CENTRE - 2 
Paddy Ching, with Colin and Sarah Squire 

 

In 2014 Squire’s celebrated their 50th anniversary.  
In our last issue we looked at their earliest years.  
 
In 1903 William Poupart Snr. bought out the dairy 
business at Slades Farm to the south of Blackmore 
Farm and in 1906 this became the Fulwell Golf 
Course.   
 

 
 
In 1912 his son William acquired Blackmore Farm.  
The family were renowned for their jam factory and 
grew most of the fruit needed for their jam.  It is not 
certain whether the farm they acquired stretched all 
the way along Sixth Cross Road nor whether it 
became their dairy farm or fruit farm or possibly 
both. 
 
William Poupart and his wife Jennie moved to the 
farm.  William died there in 1939 and Jennie lived 
there until her death in 1961.  A photograph of the 
entrance to the property and the house taken in the 
1930s shows that the entrance was in Wellington 
Road. 
 

 
 
When Squire’s acquired part of the farm, largely 
comprising the farmhouse, old farm buildings and 
some surrounding land, the establishment was in 
need of some TLC. The old buildings were put to new 
use for retailing and the stables were the offices for 
many years. A new and very modern (in the 1960s)  
angular building constructed for the houseplant 
department and this became quite a feature of Sixth 
Cross Road. 

 
 
One of the old farm buildings became the canteen 
where the first seats were old trolley bus seats no 
longer needed at Fulwell bus station. By the early 
1990s the old buildings were really beyond their best 
and in 1993 the company built the new garden centre 
shop, restaurant and plant area you see today. 
 

 
  
The offices moved into the old Victorian farmhouse 
which is still the registered office of the company. A 
further refit of the garden centre was carried out in 
2013. 
 
Over the years the centre has won a number of 
awards including Garden Centre of the year and most 
recently in 2013 the plant department was awarded 
Best Plant Area in the UK as a result of the annual 
inspections carried out by the Garden Centre 
Association. Plants and gardening products remain 
the core business of this family owned company 
which now operates 15 garden centres in the south 
east. 
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ROADS AND TRANSPORT 

Brian Holder 
 
Impending Controlled Parking Zone Review 
Residents will have noticed that there have been a lot of 
people in Hi Viz jackets and clipboards counting cars and 
taking down number plate details. Apparently this has 
been requested by one or two Councillors, not sure who, 
or which Wards, but the last Administration back in 2007, 
proposed that the whole of Central Teddington, and a bit 
more, should become a CPZ and held an exhibition in 
Teddington Library.  The subsequent consultation found 
that about 15% of residents, mainly around the station, 
supported the idea of a CPZ, and the station areas have 
since had 2 hour CPZs introduced.  That has successfully 
reduced the commuter parking problem. 
 
A review carried out by the R&T Group in late 2008 found 
that there were 735 on-road car park spaces around the 
station, including 35 Pay and Display and free turnover 
spaces (we would like more of these). We found that 392 
permits were purchased leaving 308 spare permit spaces, 
and between 0830am and 1030am, typically only around 
250 cars were parked leaving 450 empty spaces every 
weekday. These empty spaces have made a useful 
contribution to the local economy as shoppers can usually 
find some short term parking when local car parks and 
parking bays are full. 
 
There has been no noticeable groundswell of demand for 
more CPZ spaces, but the review should be able to remove 
parts of roads which voted NO, but were included in a CPZ 
they did not want. We were refused access to the detailed 
voting figures, but we do know that Park Road figures, for 
some strange reason, included votes from sheltered 
accommodation in Maddison Gardens and private estate 
White Heron Mews, and that the majority of residents 
living on the west (Police Station) side voted NO. The 
freeing up of the west side of Park Road would 
significantly reduce parking pressures in Park Lane. 
 
Cycle Liaison Meeting, Station Southern Footbridge 
I recently attended a re-activated Cycle Liaison Group 
meeting, and took the opportunity to remind Councillor 
Stephen Speak, cabinet Member for Transport, that we 
are still waiting for the southern footbridge to be made 
fully accessible for anyone who cannot climb steps, as this 
is the key east-west route for local residents.   
 
20mph Zones 
In 2001/2, as part of the Teddington Town Centre 
Improvements Study, a Residents Parking Working Party 
recommended that 20mph zones should be installed 
either side of the station, unfortunately local Councillors 
rejected that recommendation. The Society still wants 
these 20mph zones and it is good to see that the 
Councillors are now promoting 20mph zones. I have 
spoken to Councillor Speak to ask for 20mph limits in 
these areas and Park Lane, and will also seek to promote 
20mph Shopping Zones for Broad Street, High Street, The 
Causeway and Church Road.

LEAGUE OF FRIENDS OF TMH 

 
 

The League of Friends is a registered charity whose 
members and volunteers have worked tirelessly for 
more than 30 years to raise funds to improve the 
facilities and equipment at this much valued 
community hospital. Of the money raised to date, 
some £8 million has already been dedicated to the 
benefit of the hospital and its patients. 
 
The League provides regular support complementing 
the services within the Hospital to help improve the 
patient experience. In addition, major projects have 
been undertaken in collaboration with the 
appropriate NHS bodies, and we are in regular 
discussion with them and other stakeholders 
regarding future ventures for the benefit of patients. 
Just a few of the major projects are the building of the 
Hospital Chapel, the Hospital gardens, new X-ray 
Department and equipment, the Pamela Bryant Ward 
and Rehabilitation Department. 
 
Board of Trustees - Our Chairman, Pamela Bryant 
MBE, and the Trustees meet each month to consider 
the hospital's needs and decide on the allocation of 
money to provide items requested or to contribute to 
major projects for the benefit of patients where 
appropriate. As a charity the Board members give 
their time on a voluntary basis, as do all other 
members of the League team. 
 
Volunteers - We are always looking for volunteers to 
help in our endeavours, whether it be in the hospital 
shop, hospital trolley service, box collections or at 
various local events. 
 
Membership - The League currently has 
approximately 500 members. This strong 
membership base has been invaluable in ensuring 
that the hospital continues as a truly local facility, and 
provides the services appropriate to the community. 
It is very important that a large membership is 
maintained to demonstrate the strength of support 
for the hospital. New members are always welcome. 
 
Should you wish to know more about us please visit 
our website:  
www.friends-tmh.org.uk.  
 
Or call Pamela Bryant on 020 8977 4206.  
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TEDDINGTON AND HAM HYDRO 

James Sinclair 
 

 
 
In the Spring issue of Tidings, David Lawton and Ann 
Sayer described the proposal to build a Hydro Power 
scheme at Teddington Weir. 

The proposal has generated a lot of debate and strong 
feeling.  You can read the application, on Richmond 
Council’s website, (planning ref 14/3732).  It lists 
over 600 comments, both supporting the proposal 
and objecting to it. 
 
The Teddington Society has always supported the 
principle of generating electricity at Teddington Weir. 
The subject of the current debate is the latest 
planning application and whether permission should 
be granted. 
 
Planning applications are usually dealt with by the 
Society’s Planning Group and, where appropriate, a 
letter of objection or support is normally then sent to 
the Council. 
 
Given the nature of this application, however, a 
different approach was required and a special 
working group was set up to study the proposal and 
report back.  The Planning Group accepted the design 
of the Hydro scheme, subject to some qualifications in 
respect of noise, environmental impact, flooding and 
ongoing operation.  A letter giving conditional 
support to the scheme was then sent to the Council 
Planning Department. 
 
Subsequently the Executive Committee of the Society 
looked again at these issues, in particular the risks of 
flooding and the proposed construction methods and 
decided, on balance, that it should object to the 
present proposal. 
 
At the time of writing, the project is being considered 
by the Richmond Planning Department. 
 

LOCKS ON THE THAMES 

 
The Thames has about 45 locks and weirs, from St John's Lock above Oxford to Teddington Lock.  Several of them 
have been considered for Hydro Power schemes.  Some of the schemes are commercial and some are community 
based.  A few of these are already operational, others are at various planning stages. 
 
Apart from Teddington, the ones that have web sites (that you can Google) are at Abingdon, Bell Weir, Boulters 
Weir, Boveney Weir, Goring and Streatley, Mapledurham, Marlow, Osney Weir, Romney Weir and Sunbury, plus one 
at Viaduct Weir on the Mole. 
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RIVERSIDE AND OPEN SPACES 
Ann Sayer 
 
BUSHY AND HOME PARKS 
Bushy and Home Parks have been designated by 
Natural England as a combined Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI).  This is mainly for the large 
number of ancient and veteran trees, the extensive 
areas of lowland dry acid grassland and 
internationally significant rare invertebrates.  The 
trees include oak and lime and also the unusually 
large number of veteran hawthorn bushes.  We 
congratulate the people who have worked so hard 
over a number of years to achieve this status. 
 
ILLEGAL MOORINGS 
The government’s Department for Communities and 
Local Government has at last given the Council 
provisional approval for a Bylaw to curb illegal 
mooring on land owned or managed by the Council.  
This is a big step forward, but the process is not yet 
complete.  There is another local consultation to 
complete but the end of the blight is probably now in 
sight. 
 

 
 
VELMA BOATHOUSE 
This beautiful, ornate Victorian boat house, built by 
Dr John Langdon Down on what was then part of the 
Normansfield estate, has been granted Grade II* listed 
status by English Heritage.  Developers want to build 
a house on the site and have now appealed against 
the listing. 
 
SHACKLEGATE LANE CEMETERY 
Each year there is a memorial service held at 
Teddington Cemetery open to all.  This year it is on 
Sunday, December 7th at 1 pm.  At the service the 
names of those who are to be remembered are read 
out and there is an opportunity to participate further 
in the service by, for example, singing or reading a 
poem.  
 
FLOODLINE 
If you are concerned about the possibility of your 
house being flooded, make sure that you are signed 

up for the Environment Agency’s free flood warning 
service.  You can sign up by going to the EA’s website : 
www.environment-agency.gov.uk/flood  
or by dialling Floodline 0845 988 1188.  You can 
select to receive warnings by phone, text, email, fax or 
pager.  There are tips on the website and in booklet 
form on what to do before, during and after a flood. 
 

PLANNING GROUP PLAQUES 

 

From time to time the Planning Group identifies a 
building or development which is particulary 
noteworthy and the Teddington Society awards a wall 
plaque in appreciation of the contribution to the 
community.  This is what one of them looks like: 
 

 
 
Have you noticed them in any of the buildings that 
you visit in Teddington?   
 
In Spring 2011, Tidings reported on the one that was 
awarded to Teddington Memorial Hospital.  In the 
new year several more plaques will be described. 
 
In the meantime, see how many you can find before 
the next edition of Tidings comes out. Your Editor 
visited one establishment (which shall tactfully 
remain unidentified) and asked if he could 
photograph their plaque – "Oh yes,of course you can – 
I haven't seen it for a long time though, I wonder 
where we put it!"  Oops! 
 

PUZZLE ANSWERS 
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HISTORY GROUP REPORT 
Ken Howe 
 
Unfortunately I have to start with the deaths of two of 
our members. 
 
Pam Jarvis 
Born in Hanwell, Pam had 
a very full life, firstly 
marrying her boss at 
Wilkinson Sword, Roy 
Randolph, with whom she 
had three children, Nigel, 
Karen and Alexa, then 
marrying Tony Jarvis, a 
widower with six 
children and finally to 
Trevor.  She was a first 
class secretary and 
personal assistant but her 
favourite occupation was catering. She had been a 
pub proprietor, the Kings Arms at Hampton Court, an 
hotelier, the Victoria Hotel in Newham, 
Gloucestershire and catering manager at Thames 
Television. Her prized possession was a letter of 
thanks from Barbara Bush at the White House. On 
retiring, Pam took on many voluntary positions 
working for the homeless, adult schooling, Mencap 
and the local police station. With more spare time, 
she was able to indulge in her love of local history and 
became a steward at Strawberry Hill. Sadly the cancer 
that had first attacked her thirty years ago returned 
and this time claimed her. Her daughter described her 
as having a really gregarious and sociable nature and 
an absolutely huge circle of friends. We will miss her. 
 
Norman Simmons 
Norman was a true 
Teddingtonian, born and 
bred. He was brought up in 
Downs Road in one of the 
“homes for heroes” prepared 
for soldiers like his father, 
returning from the Great 
War. He married the only 
true love of his life, Georgie, 
and for a brief period they 
were forced to leave 
Teddington and live in 
Kingston. This did not last long and they were soon to 
return to King’s Court. His wartime service was as a 
wireless operator in the RAF although by some 
strange quirk of fate, he never once set foot in an 
aeroplane. Norman saw action in the Middle East and 
Italy, particularly Monte Cassino, which affected him 
deeply. Back in England in peacetime, he met the new 
vicar of St Marks, Rev David Lund, with “So you’re the 
new one”, a caustic remark which was to start a 
lifelong friendship. His business career was largely 
with the Worshipful Company of Drapers and he was 
awarded the Freedom of the City of London. On 
retirement, he found many activities to keep him busy 

at St Marks Church, Twickenham Probus, Talking 
Newspapers, the Teddington Society History Group 
and several others. He leaves a daughter, Linda and 
grand-daughter, Emma. 
We will miss his memory, his wit, the odd aside 
comment and his love of life. It only seems like 
yesterday we had his 90th Birthday Party. 
 
Information Boards 
This is on-going and will not be concluded quickly. 
 
Bronze Age Barrow Plaque 
We need to conclude our wording before confirming 
the quotation and submitting our proposal to the 
Council. 
 
Talks 
The War Memorial talk has been repeated to the 
Borough of Twickenham Local History Society. 
Teddington Library has requested a talk on 
Teddington Pubs. 
 
Valerie Sullivan Archive 
We now have a small working group of nine people 
and we have set out our objectives in this respect : 
1) To try and reconstitute the names on the 

vandalised St Albans memorial on the high altar. 
2) To establish a full list of all the Teddington war 

dead from 1914-19. 
3) To add any missing names to the Teddington 

Hospital War Memorial. 
4) To compile a Book of Remembrance of the 

Teddington war dead, giving as much 
information as is available and deposit a copy in 
each church and library in what was the old 
Teddington UDC. 

We have established a link with the NPL and they are 
cross exchanging information with us. They have 
produced a booklet with the stories of those named 
on their own memorial which is available to 
download on 
http://www.npl.co.uk/about/history/ww1/  
Look to the bottom of the right-hand menu and click 
on the section which starts, “To the Glorious Memory..” 
We have visited Richmond Local Studies Library and 
seen what they have by way of books and documents 
which may be of assistance to us. 
 
Enquiries 
We have had our usual share of interesting enquiries : 
1) The St Albans war memorial 
2) The Strugnell family in Teddington 
3) Occupants of Bushy Park Cottage 
4) Occupants of Devonshire House 
5) The stained glass at SS Peter & Paul 
6) Park Lane Stables 
7) A G Miller Butchers of Waldegrave Road 
8) Sgt J & Pte T Needs on the war memorial 
9) Stanley Road School 
10) Canadian Troops in Teddington in WWII 
11) Stanley Road School War Memorial 

Some of these enquiries are settled very simply 
whereas others do require quite a bit of research. 
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ENVIRONMENT GROUP REPORT 
Geoff Howland 
 
The Environment Group litterpickers have been quite 
active recently as we conducted our re-cycling sites 
clean up on Wednesday 17 September in Cedar Road 
car park, Elmfield Avenue and Tesco’s car park.  This 
was followed by our litterpicks in the vicinity of the 
railway station on 26 September and the all-
important, and most popular, one at the war 
memorial on 8 November in preparation for the 
Remembrance Sunday service the following day. 
 
Previous Environment Group reports referred to the 
group’s participation in the Capital Clean Up project, 
which ran throughout the summer, organised by the 
Greater London Authority. I was invited to attend a 
“wash up” reception at City Hall on 29 October and 
took two stalwart litterpickers, Sylvia Spalding and 
Elizabeth Foster with me.  A very useful evening was 

had networking and, hopefully, laying the ground for 
a successful bid for funds in 2015. 
 
Contrary to some folks perception the group’s 
activities are not confined to grubbing around the 
gutters of Teddington collecting rubbish. As all 
readers will recall a great environmental impact on 
Teddington occurred in the late summer with aircraft 
from Heathrow thundering overhead continuously 
for hours on end. In a nut shell this resulted from 
Heathrow testing, on a trial basis, new flight paths 
when aircraft are taking off from West to East (ie 
when they take off over us). I, and three other 
Teddington Society Executive Committee members, 
therefore attended an open meeting Chaired by Dr 
Vincent Cable MP at the Baptist Church on 10 
November where the matter was aired to a packed 
attendance/audience. A report on the meeting 
appears elsewhere 
.
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PRAM RACE 

 
This year's Pram Race had eight enthusiastic teams, (clockwise from top right): 
Barely Legal, Masons Arms, Skiff Club, Tudors, NPL, Tedders Gals, Jokers and Abercorn Arms. 
 
Cheques for £1000 each were presented to St John Ambulance, Teddington Hospital and Normansfield (middle column, 
top to bottom).  The sponsors were Edward Giles, NPL & architecture:wk.  As you can see, a great time was had by all! 
 
More information from the web site - http://www.teddpramrace.org.uk/ 
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CORPORATE 
MEMBERS 

1 of 1 Design 
Architecture:wk 
British Maritime Technology 
Broom Water Association 
Byrne Group PLC  
Curves of Hampton  
Dexters 
Diners Delight  
Edward Giles Online Estate Agents 
Elements Hair Salon 
Elleray Hall Social Club 
Elmfield House Dental Clinic 
Fairwater House Residents 
Association 
Fiona Evans Dental Surgery 
Haymarket Media Group 
Kagan Moss & Co Solicitors 
Kindle Stoves 
Kitchen Sync 
La Casa Del Habana  
Landmark Arts Centre 
Mela Mela  
Milestone Residential  
Moiduls  
Nova Fortuny  
National Physical Laboratory 
Park Lane Stables 
Parsonage & Co Solicitors 
Roger Sutton & Co Accountants 
San Marino Mail UK  
Seed and Bean Organic Chocolate 
company 
Shambles Bar & Restaurant 
Sidra Patisserie 
Simply Sound and Vision 
Sims Opticians 
Snellers Estate agents 
Squires Garden Centre 
Stagecoach Twickenham 
Performing Arts for children 
Stepping On Out  
Stevens Tyres 
Stone Rowe Brewer Solicitors 
Stoneydeep Residents Association 
Studio 148  
Tamesis Club   
Teddington Cricket Club 
Teddington Artists 
Teddington Bowling Club 
Teddnet Association of independent 
workers 
The Fallow Deer  
The Financial Planning Group 
The French Tarte  
The Fun Factory  
The Lensbury 
The Park Hotel 
The Strawberry Hill House Trust 
The Tree Agency 
TW11 Magazine 
Waterstones  
Woodgate-Loydor Ltd  
Zeldaland 

STEVENS TYRES 
 
The technology behind the tyres 
on your motor car has been 
advancing by leaps and bounds in 
recent years. 
 

 
 
Jimmy and Josette Nikiforou 
moved their tyre business from 
Leytonstone to Teddington about 
seven years ago and now they 
supply many of the local garages 
from their extensive stockroom in 
Church Road.  They have had to 
invest in the latest equipment to 
keep up with the demands of a 
rapidly changing industry. 
 
Many Northern European 
countries now require the 
motorist to use "winter tyres" in 
cold weather – that really means 
two sets of wheels.  And there are 
now "run flat" tyres, which can 
still work safely, even when they 
are punctured, but they require 
specialist equipment for removal 
and refitting. 
 

 
 
The Hunter Engineering laser 
wheel alignment system 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

AT LENSBURY 

Peter Denton 
 
Teddington’s Lensbury Club has 
announced the results of its 2014 
energy efficiency and 
refurbishment programme.  This 
has resulted in savings of 1.4 
gigawatts of energy plus a 
reduction of 321 tonnes of carbon 
in this year alone.  Its seven-year 
programme was started in 2009 
and will finish with the 
refurbishment of the Lockside 
complex in 2015. 
 

 
 
This impressive tally follows the 
Lensbury’s investment of £1.6 
million in top mechanical and 
electrical systems in its Clubhouse 
and Ascot Building – including a 
cutting edge all-electric kitchen 
with state of the art commercial 
equipment.  
 

 
 
“Not only have we achieved these 
savings in 2014, but they will now 
happen every year,” said Lacy 
Curtis-Ward, the Lensbury’s chief 
executive, “That’s because we’re 
willing to pay more for the best 
equipment for the job:  best for 
the environment, best for the 
community and best for the 
operations of the Club.”  
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TEDDINGTON SOCIETY MUGS, 

TEA TOWELS AND BOOKS 

Sheena Harold 
 
Sue Ribbans' design for the Teddington Society now 
extends to tea towels as well as mugs. 
Cost : £5 for the tea towel and £5 for the mug. 

 
 

What a great idea for a Christmas Present! 
You can get them from the Teddington Society stall at 
"Teddington Lights Up", or from our Hon. Secretary, 
Josette, at Stevens Tyres, 25 Church Road from 
Monday to Friday or from Publicity Officer, Sheena, 
by phoning 020 8977 2700 and arranging a pick up 
time at 1 Avenue Road 
 
And some Teddington Society books are still 
available: 
 

 
TEDDINGTON AS IT WAS 
Cost £8 in person or £9.50 including second class 
postage or £10 with first class postage. 
 

 
ELMFIELD HOUSE and  
HOUSES OF TEDDINGTON 
Cost £5 in person or or £6.30 including second class 
postage or £6.50 with first class postage 

MEMBERSHIP 

Jenny Michell 
 
Welcome to new members of the Teddington Society 
 Janet and David Deakin  
 Antonia and Graham Featherstone 
 Susan Blake  
 Patrick Halling  
 Stephen and Deborah Clark 
 Shelagh Fitzpatrick 
 Julian and Melanie Naylor 
 Gordon Wuest 
 Christian Sanders and Marija Balasova 
 Jakki Meads and Jef Burnside 
 Jane Maloney and Roy Greenhalgh 
 
Membership Matters 
It is nice to see a steady trickle of new members, 
many who now join via the website.  Membership 
subscriptions will be due on January 1st 2015. Next 
year we are not intending to send membership cards 
to all members, unless they request them and send in 
an SAE. This will save postage costs. We do however 
intend to confirm receipt of your membership fees.  
 
Please note which of the following applies to you: 
 If you currently pay by standing order and have 

an email address you will be sent an email in 
January confirming receipt of payment.  

 If you currently pay by standing order but we do 
not have an email address for you we hope to 
send out a membership card with the next issue  
of Tidings. 

 If you do not pay by standing order and wish to 
renew by cheque please also send an SAE if you 
would like a membership card. 

 If you do not pay by standing order and wish to 
renew online you will receive a confirmation 
email. (http://www.teddingtonsociety.org.uk/)  

 
Membership rates will remain unchanged for 2015 
 Individual : £7, Couple/family : £11 
 Senior (over 60) individual: £4, couple : £5 
 Corporate : £25 

 
Add £3.50 for postage if you live outside the TW11 
area or if you want your newsletter posted (eg live in 
a block of flats where our deliverers can not easily 
gain access) 
 
Any payments or queries to Jenny Michell, 5 Broom 
Park, Teddington, TW11 9RN. 0208 977 0772. 
members@teddingtonsociety.org.uk 
 
Group emails 
We are now sending occasional emails to all members 
of the Society about events of interest.  Most recently 
one about the Heathrow flight path trials.  
If you did not receive this, perhaps we do not have 
your email address, or you may have a new one.  If so 
please let us know what it is. 
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SEED AND BEAN 
"Kaleidoscopic Moments of Pleasure" 
 
We welcome the latest addition to the Corporate 
Membership of the Teddington Society 

 

 
 
Seed and Bean is all about nature and creativity; 
contemporary, natural flavours, blended with pure 
cocoa beans.  Their chocolates are 100% organic and 
ethical and all are handmade in England.   More from 
their web site: 

http://www.seedandbean.co.uk/ 

 

TEDDINGTON THEATRE CLUB 

Enid Segall 
 

 
 
Teddington Theatre Club’s Christmas production in 
the main auditorium of the Hampton Hill Playhouse 
will be an epic musical tale of friendship and 
adventure  
6th – 13th December 2014,  
Saturdays and Sunday: 2.30 and 6.30pm 
Weekdays: 7.30pm 
http://www.teddingtontheatreclub.org.uk/ 

HALES COURT 
Linda Evans, Resident Manager (Hales Court) 
1 Hales Court, 14 Field Lane, Teddington TW11 9BA 
 
British Pathe News have released their entire 
catalogue, as you may be aware.  There is a clip from 
1951 in which the Chair (lady) of TOPWA – 
Teddington Old People’s Welfare Association – is 
addressing a meeting and hands out whistles on 
string to elderly persons, with the instruction to wear 
it around their neck and, in case of a fall, to blow hard 
on the whistle!   
 
Two schoolboys are shown walking past a house and, 
on hearing a whistle, they dash to a window then rush 
off for help, then a man is shown dashing into a phone 
box near the station, presumably to dial 999. 
 

 
 
Telecare is the pendant alarms and the emergency 
cords we have in our residents’ flats – so I am very 
proud to think it originated in Teddington! 
 
Editor's note : you can see the clip at 
http://www.britishpathe.com/video/aged-can-call-
help/query/teddington+old 
You may even recognize the Sunday School hall in 
Teddington Baptist Church where it was filmed. 

 
GOOOOOAL !!!! 
After Teddington Wednesday had played four 
matches, the result stood like this: 

Played 4 Goals 
for 

4 
Won 1 
Lost 1 Goals 

against 
2 

Drawn 2 
The score in every match was different.  Can you find 
the results of all four matches? 
 

COFFEE PUZZLE 

Four brilliant mathematics students were coming to 
the end of their meal.  "Would you all like coffee?" 
asked the waitress. 
"I don't know" said Alfie. 
"I don't know" said Bertie 
"I don't know" said Charlie. 
"No, thanks" said Danny. 
Fortunately Ethel, the waitress, was also a brilliant 
mathematics student. 
Whose coffee cup(s), if any, did she fill? 
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SPITFIRES AND HURRICANES 

Geoff Howland 
 
I discovered recently that one of the gentlemen who 
rides my "Thursday" minibus had been "in the thick 
of it" whilst serving as an RAF Spitfire pilot in Malta. 
 
He is Peter Holmes and with the characteristic 
modesty of most of the men who served in the war, he 
has asked me to point out that he actually served in 
Malta when matters "had cooled down a bit". 
  
When he was there he met a fellow Thamesian (ie 
from Thames Valley Grammar School) who was 
serving with the RAF Commandos. These were 
maintenance and servicing personnel especially 
trained to operate at forward airfields, often close to 
the front line, and often under fire.  
 

 
 
Peter landed his Spitfire, (definitely NOT to be 
confused with a Hurricane) at the forward airfield at 
Asa, close to Salerno, and was directed into a pan 
(parking slot in non-RAF talk) by an airman, named 
Strudwick, who he recognised from their school days. 
Strudwick jumped up onto the Spitfire's wing and 
Peter opened the capony and said something along 
the lines of "Hello Strudders what are you doing 
here?" 
 
Strudwick was so surprised that he nearly fell off the 
wing but when he composed himself he got down to 
business.  Peter only required fuel and was then off 
and away and never saw, or heard of, Strudwick 
again. He did try to track him down locally after the 
war but without success. 
  
Incidentally Peter flew 480 hours on Spitfires, one of 
which he flew for the first time on his ninteenth 
birthaday, and 80 on Hurricanes. 
 
Questions for veteran plane spotters: 

 Which of these is a Spitfire? 
 Which one is a Hurricane? 
 And what are the other two? 

 

 

CHRISTMAS DOORS 

Donald Bell 
 
At Christmas time, many homes will have an "Advent 
Calendar" for December.  Behind each little door on 
the calendar from 1 to 24 there is a treat (usually a 
chocolate).  Well, now many of the shops in 
Teddington have been turned into a giant Advent 
Calendar (and a treasure hunt). 
 

 
 
Twenty three shops each will have a doll's house 
door, like this one, which may be a bit difficult to find, 
so you will have to look very carefully.  Door number 
24 will be somewhere in the Nativity Scene in 
Teddington Baptist Church.  Each door will tell you 
something about the very first Christmas. 
 
When you find a door (and you don't have to do them 
in any particular order) you will be given a sticker for 
your collecting card, and when that is all filled up you 
will get a small prize. 
 
The cards will be available in most of the shops and 
the prize can be collected from the office in 
Teddington Baptist Church in Church Road. 
 
Here are the shops you can visit.  You can begin 
looking for the hidden doors from the evening of 
"Teddington Lights Up" (27 November). 
 

1 Play Inside Out 
2 Budgens 
3 Happy Potter 
4 The Loft 
5 Teddington 

Photographic 
6 Fabric House 
7 Vidatherapy 
8 KC Pharmacy 
9 Sims Opticians 
10 Teds 
11 Paul Kay Jewellers 
12 Divine at No 12 
13 Sidra Patisserie 
 

14 Johnson’s Shoes 
15 1 of 1 Design 
16 Stepping on Out 
17 Snellers 
18 Quality Grocers 
19 Moore’s Cycles 
20 The Park Hotel  
21 Teddington 

Tailors 
22 Milestone 

Residential 
23 Urban Suburban 
24 Teddington 

Baptist Church 
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AIRCRAFT NOISE 

Geoff Howland and Donald Bell 
 
Over the summer, Teddington suffered a dramatic 
increase in aircraft noise.  Outdoor activities were cut 
short, children could not sleep and newly arrived 
residents wondered why they had paid such high 
prices for their houses. 
 
At a crowded meeting on 10 November, all was 
explained.  Under the chairmanship of Dr Vince Cable, 
our local MP, presentations were given by Cheryl 
Monk, Community Relations Officer for Heathrow, Ian 
Jopson from NATS (National Air Traffic Services) and 
Dan Foster, a former air traffic controller, seconded to 
Heathrow.  No-one from the Civil Aviation Authority 
had come, although their policies were often quoted. 
 

 
 
Aeroplanes and navigation systems have changed out 
of all recognition in the past 60 years, but the 
"corridors" in the sky have not.  For many years, 
aircraft have navigated using ground based radio 
beacons, but now satellite technology is taking over.  
This means that planes can now follow a designated 
flight path much more accurately than before. 
 
The experiment in the summer was to see how 
narrow that flight path could be using new 
technology.  Unfortunately one of the test flight paths 
was right over Teddington and Hampton Hill and the 
planes followed it very accurately indeed. 
 
As a public relations exercise, the meeting could and 
should have been a lot better.  It was poorly 
publicised, questions were not permitted until all 
three presenters had spoken, the slides were very 
technical and unreadable and the platform party 
seemed immune to the rising tide of anger in the hall. 
 
There were many highly articulate, well-informed 
and penetrating questions, sometimes supported by 
cheering and applause from the audience.  Other 
questions went un-asked because the speakers 

suddenly handed the chairman a note announcing 
they had to leave! 
 
Heathrow has 480,000 aircraft movements per year 
and is not permitted to have any more.  Of these 70% 
observe the "Westerly preference", landing aircraft 
approach over London and departing aircraft take off 
over Windsor.  When aircraft take off toward the east, 
they are directed into one of six "corridors".  One of 
these, the "Midhurst Route", is over Teddington. 
 

 
 
Many people were convinced that the planes were 
flying lower than usual and thus appeared to be a lot 
noisier.  But this was denied, it was merely that the 
noise was perceived to be greater because there were 
more planes following the same route.  There had 
been no systematic recording of ground level noise.  
This was thought to be unnecessary since it could be 
calculated from reliable computer models.  The good 
citizens of Teddington were unconvinced by this 
argument! 
 
The experiment finished on 12 November, but there 
will be another one in 2015, leading to a proposal for 
new flight paths which will be open for public 
comment in 2016.  This is a Europe-wide 
development and the expectation is that there will 
eventually be a "Single European Sky" by 2020. 

 
In summing up, Dr Cable made these points: 
 
 He hoped that the speakers had taken on board 

the anger of local Teddington residents. 
 He said that there should have been prior public 

engagement.  
 He asked if noise levels were actually being 

monitored on the ground. 
 
The meeting had been attended by several local 
councillors and members of the Teddington Society.  
Similar meetings have been held at other venues 
around Heathrow. 
 

NEW DOOR 
 
Can you make one word out of the letters contained 
in the two words NEW DOOR? 
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JAMES ARCHIE MATSON 
Randy Meier 
 
In the summer of 1944 during World War 2 Archie 
Matson (also known as "Mat") was serving with the 
US Army at Camp Griffiss in Bushy Park and was 
billeted with the Ridge family at 63 Hampton Road, 
Teddington.  
 

 
 
On Wednesday, 23rd August 1944, he and a fellow 
serviceman were waiting opposite no. 63 for a bus to 
take them to the camp when a V1 "flying bomb" fell 
and exploded farther along the road destroying the 
Methodist Church opposite Teddington Memorial 
Hospital. 
 
Immediately after the explosion Archie started to 
cross the road back to no. 63 to “make sure Mrs Ridge 
is OK” but was tragically struck by a piece of shrapnel 
from the bomb, killing him instantly. 
 
After the war his body was returned to the USA 
where he is buried in Fort Snelling National 
Cemetery, Minnesota. Relatives of the Matson family 
in the USA and descendants of the Ridge family living 
locally in the UK still maintain contact. 
 

SIMPLE ARITHMETIC 
 
Choose a three digit number where the first digit is at 
least two more than the last digit.  The middle digit 
can be anything you like.  It can even be the same as 
one of the others.  Let's choose the Teddington area 
dialling code – 977 
 
Now reverse the digits, 779 and subtract the new 
number from the first number.  977-779 = 198. 
 
Finally, reverse the digits of that number and add it 
on. So 198 + 891 = 1089 
 
The surprise is that whatever number you start with, 
the answer is ALWAYS 1089.  
 
Explain? 

PARKRUN'S TENTH ANNIVERSARY 
Donald Bell 
 
On 2 October 2004, thirteen people got together to 
run five kilometres in Bushy Park.  The idea caught on 
and the weekly "parkrun" (with a small "p") is now a 
regular event.  It has spread all over the world and 
now about 70,000 people run a "5K" on a typical 
Saturday morning. 
 
The tenth anniversary run in Bushy Park on 4 
October 2014 saw 1705 people set off down Chestnut 
Avenue and around the Park.  That's about twice the 
usual crowd, which itself is quite impressive. 

 

 
 
The founder of parkrun, Paul Sinton-Hewitt was 
recently awarded a CBE for his services to athletics 
and he was on hand to present the prizes. 
 
The event is free to enter and all shapes and sizes of 
Teddington residents have taken part.  Even your 
elderly Editor has been known to run it from time to 
time.  So, why not you?  Just leap out of bed next 
Saturday morning, lace up those trainers and, as the 
Nike advert would say, "just do it"! 
 

A SECRET MESSAGE 

 
Can you read it? 
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EVENTS IN TEDDINGTON 

 
Thursday, November 27th 
Christmas Lights Night :  Come to the Society's stall in 
Cedar Road Car Park from 6.30-10pm. High Street 
closed to traffic from 6.30 pm  
Buy your Christmas presents, win on the Tombola or 
just say hello. 
 
Friday, November 28th  
Second Merits Lunch.  Queries: Angela Carvill 8977 
1376 
 
Saturday, December 13th 

 

 
 

Teddington Choral Society (conductor: Patrick 
Martin) presents Christmas Truce in St James's 
Church, Hampton Hill TW12 1DQ at 7.30pm. 
Tickets, price £12 (concessions £10; accompanied 
children under 16 free),  available in advance via 
choir members or from  

Hillsound, 24-26 High Street,  
Hampton Hill TW12 1PD  

from November 17th onwards.  Or order online: 
www.teddingtonchoral.co.uk 

 
Tuesday, December 16th 
Coffee Morning at Peg Woffington's Cottage, 167 High 
Street from 1100.  Tony and Betty open just for us.  
Meet old friends or make new ones over coffee and 
delicious homemade cakes. 
 
Thursday, December 18th  
Children from St Mary's and St Peter's School, 
supported by the Society and Elmfield House Dental 
Practice, will be singing Christmas Carols in Elmfield 
Gardens from 5.30-6.30 approx. in aid of 
Cancer Research.  
Come and sing along. 
 
Saturday, December 20th 
Carols By Candlelight 7.30pm at the Landmark Arts 
Centre. Mulled wine & mince pies but book early as 
it's very popular.  
Box Office open 9.30-4pm Mon-Fri.  8977 7558  

www.landmarkartscentre.org 
 

Thursday 25 December 
Christmas Day Lunch - This year, Churches Together 
in Teddington (CTT) are once again organising their 
Christmas Day lunch for those who would otherwise 
eat alone. 
Last year it was attended by 60 guests plus about 20 
helpers. It is held in Elleray Hall, Elleray Road, 
Teddington TW11 0HG. Contact details for those 
attending or helping are on the Events page of the 
CTT website: 
http://www.teddingtonchurches.org.uk/ 
cttevent.htm#Christmas_Day_Lunch. 
 
Details of Christmas Services in Teddington and 
Hampton Wick are also on the CTT website: 
http://www.teddingtonchurches.org.uk/cttxmas.htm 
 
Saturday, January 31st 2015 
Teddington Society New Year Party. See pink insert 
for details.  Come and help us celebrate the New Year. 
Family & friends welcome. 
 
February 18th  
Coffee morning  at Peg Woffington's Cottage, 167 
High Street from 11:00.  
 
Saturday 14 March 2015 
 

 
 

Visit to Wimbledon - An in-depth look at this most 
prestigious and historic venue. 
Experience the majesty of the Grounds of the All 
England Lawn Tennis & Croquet Club. 
Among the many stops and sights on our tour are the 
Millennium Building, the Press Interview Room, the 
picnic Terraces, and most importantly, Wimbledon’s 
Centre Court - the most prestigious stadium in all of 
tennis. 
Find out the origins of the Championships. 
Tour guided by Pamela McHutchon lasts 
approximately 1.5 hours. 
Visit the award winning museum at your leisure after 
the tour. 
Museum & Guided Tour: Adults £22.00, Seniors 
(60+) and students £19.00, Children (5 - 15yrs) 
£13.00.  Cheques payable to Pamela McHutchon 
pmchutchon@btinternet.com,  
phone 07802 822812 
Travel by train from Teddington, meet platform 2 for 
09.41, Or meet at the AELTC Wimbledon by 10.45. 
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