
 

 
WELCOME TO THE SPRING MAGAZINE 

 
As I write, the New Year Party has just finished and I'm looking forward to some warmer weather and leaving 
all those cold germs behind.   2014 was a busy year for many of us and you can catch up with our successes at 
the AGM when each of our Group Leaders has the chance to talk to you and you to them.  We're always keen to 
hear your thoughts and ideas as they help to point us in the right direction. 
 
We have the Hydro scheme for the Lock simmering away and we're involved with both the future of the 
Imperial College grounds, air pollution and flooding worries.  Each of our working groups has a considerable 
amount of freedom of action but when it comes to a matter concerning the whole town it is common sense 
and sheer courtesy to refer to the Executive Committee for approval. 
 
The E.C. is made up of Officers and members from each group as listed on page 2.  You'll notice we also have 
some Honorary Members, people who have been rewarded for their past valuable service, and here Jenny 
Hilton, John Demont and Joan Freeman along with Roger Avins join me in sending you all our Best Wishes for 
a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous 2015.   

Sheena 
Our President, Jenny Hilton writes: 
I wish everyone in Teddington a Happy New Year and hope that 2015 is a year of friendly co-operation rather 
than competiveness. 
 
And  New Year messages from our Vice-Presidents: 
 
Joan Freeman: 
I have started 2015 with a move back to Teddington, igniting happy 
memories of my 50 years in Avenue Gardens and the many years I spent 
organising Teddington in Flower. I have a lovely garden room in Deer 
Park View, off Sandy Lane in Bushy Park Road. If you remember me, and 
are passing, please come and say 'hello' - if, at 95, I don't immediately 
remember you, just remind me and please forgive me! 
A very happy and healthy New Year to everyone.' 
 
John Demont: 
It is heartening to see the Society still at the forefront of trying to ensure 
that Teddington preserves its very special character. Well done everyone 
and particularly the dedicated Officers and Group Leaders. Keep up the 
good work. Sainsbury's still might not come or that 3rd runway or that 
facility might not be closed or that extra CPZ might never appear!! 
A very Happy & Rewarding New Year to All. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2015 
Please note this will be your last edition of Tidings unless we receive your 
subscription!  Also please note that this year we will not be issuing 
membership cards unless you send a SAE to the Membership Secretary. This 
is to reduce costs and enable us to keep the subscription rate the same. 
 
Those who pay by standing order.  Thank you to all members who have 
paid by standing order. If we have your email address you will receive email 
confirmation when we have your payment.  
 
Other members. We hope you will wish to renew your subscription and 
continue with the Teddington Society.  You have two payment options: 
 
1. Pay online at www.teddingtonsociety.org.uk . You will receive a 
confirmation email. 
 
2. Send a cheque and also a SAE  if you would like a membership card. 
Membership rates remain unchanged for 2015. 

 Individual: £7; Couple/family: £11 
 Senior (over 60) Individual: £4 ; Couple: £5 
 Corporate : £25 
 Add £3.50 postage if you live outside the TW11 area or if you want 

your newsletter posted (eg you live in a block of flats where our 
deliverers cannot easily gain access) 

 
Payments and queries to The Membership Secretary, 5 Broom Park, 
Teddington.TW11 9RN. email : members@teddingtonsociety.org.uk 
 
If you would like to set up a standing order or wish to let us have a gift aid 
form you can do this by downloading  the forms from the web site, or 
requesting them by email from  members@teddingtonsociety.org.uk, or 
by phone from  0208 977 0772 
 
EMAIL ADDRESSES 
Many members have given us an email address so that we can send 
information about various events as well as reminders about subscriptions. 
 
If you have previously given us your email address but HAVE NOT received 
an email in January from the Teddington Society please send an email from 
your latest email address to  
 

members@teddingtonsociety.org.uk 
 
so that we can update our records. 
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PARK 'N' BLOOM 
Reg Leach 
Horticultural Advisor to Richmond Borough in 
Bloom 
 
Richmond Borough in Bloom is celebrating its 25th 
anniversary this year. We will be marking this special 
anniversary in a number of ways and one of the 
categories we are particularly focusing on is ‘Park and 
Bloom’.   
 
See the 2014 winning entries at: 
http://www.richmondboroughinbloom.co.uk 
/gardening-awards/#category3 
 

 
 
This category is about encouraging residents who are 
redesigning their front garden for car parking (or 
already have) to consider including planting and 
parking their car on a surface that is permeable to 
rainfall. 
 
You may have heard of the problems associated with 
paving over front gardens for car parking.  Rainwater 
doesn’t soak into the ground if the garden is paved over. 
Instead the rain runs off the paved area, into the road, 
down the drain and is lost into the sewer system.   
 
The rainwater may not go down the drain if leaves are 
blocking it, or the drain may be unable to cope with a 
sudden very heavy downpour. This can lead to localised 
flooding and backed up rainwater can flow back up into 
houses. 
 
However, you can have your front garden redesigned 
for car parking and still have some planting, provided 
some key decisions are made first.  
 
Having a planted up front garden enables neighbours to 
get to know you when you are in the garden 
maintaining it and is a definite community asset.  Paving 
over your front garden entirely loses the ability for the 
garden to absorb rainwater and creates a harsher 
environment for you and your neighbours. 
 
Combining the front garden for car parking and as a 
garden is possible. Firstly decide how the car is to be 

positioned, perhaps to one side or the other, allowing 
unobstructed pedestrian access to the front door, or 
centrally giving space either side of the car for car doors 
to open. 
 
The car parking area you have decided on needs to be 
constructed on a base that allows rainwater to 
penetrate.  This may be a simple thin plastic membrane 
topped with gravel or shingle, or by laying strong plastic 
‘egg boxes’ designed to take the weight of a vehicle, 
which are then filled with shingle, gravel or small 
pebbles to cover the plastic.  
 
This area needs to be set in a framework of edging 
boards to contain the gravel and avoid it spreading out 
onto the pavement. This area could of course, be 
incorporated as part of the direct access to the front 
door of the house too. 
 
Once the car parking area has been decided on you may 
have space for planting a small hedge between you and 
your neighbour’s garden, or you may have pavement 
frontage that can be planted with a hedge – apart from 
the space for the car to enter and exit of course.  
 
If you have a wide space to one side of the car parking 
area, create a small shrub or herbaceous border. If 
space is really limited you could erect trellis and put up 
climbers, or install planters around the available 
remaining frontage. You may even be successful in 
planting herbs such as thyme through the gravel! 
 
By having some areas planted up you will soften the 
impact of the frontage, still encourage wildlife and give 
a much more aesthetically pleasing area to look at. This 
is what the Richmond in Bloom judges are looking for - 
a permeable membrane for the car parking area and as 
much planting as possible. 
 
For further advice and good ‘visual’ information go onto 
the Royal Horticultural Society’s website, where you 
will find an excellent leaflet about ‘Front Gardens’. 
 
We at Richmond in Bloom hope you will consider the 
above information, if you are considering such a change 
to your front garden. We also hope that if you transform 
your garden in this way, you will enter it into Richmond 
Borough in Bloom this year. Equally if you have a 
neighbour who has such a front garden, encourage them 
to enter their garden this year too.  
 
Please refer to our website for more details:   
 

www.richmondboroughinbloom.co.uk 
 
The Royal Horticultural Society web site also has a lot of 
useful advice 
 
https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/pdf/climate-and-
sustainability/urban-greening/gardening-matters-
front-gardens-urban-greening 
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HISTORY GROUP 
Ken Howe 
 
THE MOLITORS OF TEDDINGTON 
 
We received an interesting enquiry from Antje Zupp, a 
lady in Cologne, who was trying to trace where her 
great grandparents lived in Teddington about 1900. 
Antje was visiting friends in England and wished to call 
in at Teddington on the way. She had a picture of a 
house called Lily Cottage in Elleray Road. 
 

 
 
The house is still there and recognisable. However on 
checking local directories, I drew a blank. The great 
grandfather was Gottfried Molitor, born 20th July 1868 
in Trier, and he had married Auguste Schiller, born 24th 
August 1882.  
 
I had been able to do some work on Ancestry and 
discovered that Gottfried had come to London and was 
living and working as a hairdresser in St Pancras at the 
time of the 1901 census.  
 
Auguste Schiller was also living and working as a live-in 
maid with the family of Max Hoffman, a German grocer 
in Whitechapel. They obviously met and were married 
in 1904 and moved to Teddington the following year. 
They took up residence in Lily Cottage, 1 Elleray Road in 
1905 which consisted of a ground floor barber’s shop 
and living accommodation. The picture Antje had, 
showed Gottfried on the right outside his barber’s shop 
and his apprentice, Charles Eisenrieder, on the left. 
 
Their first daughter, Marie Charlotte, was born 24th 
October 1905 and baptised at St Peter and St Paul’s 
Church on 14th November. A second daughter, Frances 
Wilhelmina (Antje’s grandmother), followed on 15th 
April 1907 and the Upper Teddington Parliamentary 
Polling List confirmed that everyone was at Lily Cottage. 
By 1909 the business was still at Lily Cottage but the 
home had moved to 6 Waldegrave Avenue. 
 
Then in 1910, the local trade directory shows Charles 
Henn, hairdresser, living at Lily Cottage. The 1911 
census shows that the family had moved to 36 Argyle 
Road and Gottfried’s apprentice, Charles, was still with 
them. Did this mean that Charles Henn was working for 
Gottfried and had moved into the rooms above the 

shop?  Gottfried was still shown as a hairdresser and 
had been for at least the last 10 years. Shortly after the 
census, a son Frank was born, whilst still at 36 Argyle 
Road. The following year, another son Gottfried junior, 
was born but the residence on his birth certificate is 
shown as 21 The Causeway. 
 

 
 
In wartime, we know that Gottfried was interred on the 
Isle of Man but it is not clear where Auguste and her 
children were at that time. As there are no burial 
records of any of the family, they presumably all 
returned to Germany although all of the children would 
have been British citizens. 
 
It will be interesting to know why, when and how the 
family returned to Germany. 
 

MANHOLES OF DISTINCTION 
 

One of our members spotted a water manhole cover in 
Broom Road and noticed that it bore the inscription of 
TEDDINGTON UDC. 
 

 
 
Teddington ceased to be an independent Urban District 
Council when it was annexed into the Borough of 
Twickenham in 1937. 
 
There are still many manholes in the town bearing the 
old UDC name.  We would like to find and record these 
so I should be grateful if you would let me know of any 
in your area. Please email me on 
howe64@btinternet.com. 
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GARDENS REPORT 
Sheena Harold 

 

 
 

Teddington In Flower 
The date to put in your Diary is Sunday 14th June.  We 
need suggestions of lovely back gardens which would 
open for charity from 2pm-6pm and offers of help for 
gate sitting on the day.  Sian Morgan will be delighted to 
hear from you:  
email : sianmorgan155@btinternet.com   
 
Full information will be in your next "Tidings". Already 
we have four gardens: Shirley Meaker, Carol Drew & 
Kitty Wass who opened last year together with Jill & 
Paul Smith who are re-opening after several years. 
 
Richmond Borough In Bloom 
This year we celebrate 25 years of blooming up the 
Borough in which Teddington plays its part.  Pat 
Schooling has been Chairman for the whole time and 
I'm sure will come up with some good ideas to celebrate 
this year's launch, probably in May. Watch for news on 
their website: 
www.RichmondBoroughinBloom.co.uk 
 
You can read about one category, Park & Bloom, on page 
3 but there are ten categories you can enter so there's 
bound to be one that suits your gardening prowess.  So 
do enter this year and make sure Teddington looks 
blooming beautiful. 
 
Wooded Triangle 
Jennifer Sarginson, Gardener in charge at Strawberry 
Hill House, has submitted a plan for four small 
rectangular flower beds to be established; two 
alongside Hampton Road and two on Stanley Road at 
the end of Broad Street. 
 
They would be timber-edged to assist the mowing. The 
council are favourably disposed but we have to answer 
some concerns about public use of the area on a couple 
of occasions, notably the Remembrance Day service, 
during the year.   
 
It's to be hoped that establishing a colourful edging to 
welcome people to that end of town with an all year 

round floral display encouraging wildlife, especially 
bees, will be welcomed. 
 
Elmfield Gardens  
We are waiting for our Civic Pride grant to be approved 
and for the Poppy Sculptures installation to get 
planning permission before you can enjoy three 
Flanders poppies commemorating the dead of WW1. 
 
Gardening On The NHS? 
The January issue of the Royal Horticultural Society's 
monthly magazine, "The Garden", reported a lecture 
given by two doctors who suggested that significant 
savings could be achieved by the NHS if gardening and 
being outdoors was prescribed by GPs.  Research 
projects are under way in Sweden comparing cost 
savings of prescriptive gardening with conventional 
medicine.  You can read more on www.rhs.org.uk 
 

 

FRIENDS OF BUSHY & HOME PARKS 
 

WHERE WERE YOU IN 1989? 
 

 
 

"Tidings" for December 1989 announced that a very 
successful meeting on November 17th at the St John 
Ambulance Hall had led to the establishment of the 
Friends of Bushy & Home Parks. 
 
The meeting started with an introduction from Wendy 
Dare, our then Chairman, who then handed over to Dr 
John Cobb who was unanimously elected to chair the 
new organisation.   
 
Our review was written by Philippa Morgan and a Mrs 
Griffin is named as the designer of the meeting's poster.  
25 years later the FBHP continue to go from strength to 
strength. Now as then we share quite a few members.   
 
Were you there?  Were you one of the first to join?  Does 
anyone know where John, Philippa and Mrs. Griffin are 
now?  For their 25th The Friends are producing a 
commemorative edition of their Newsletter and need 
contributions by the middle of February. 
 
Please send us your memories or contacts either to me 
at : sam.harold@hotmail.com 
or phone me on 020 8977 2700.   
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ENVIRONMENT GROUP REPORT 
Geoff Howland 
 
The yellow tabards of the litter pickers have not been 
much in evidence during the dismal winter months 
apart from one outing on 18 December when a few 
members of the group acted as marshals  at a carol 
singing event in Elmfield Gardens put on by about 90 
children from St Mary’s and St Peter’s School. 
 

 
 
The yellow tabards were, of course, out beforehand for 
the Christmas Teddington Lights Up event  on 27 
November but only to identify those Society members 
helping out on the Society stall situated in the dark and 
dingy Cedar Road car park. Anyone who stayed at the 
event well into the evening will have seen the huge piles 
of litter and rubbish the event generated and I would 
like to publicly thank and congratulate, as I did in 
private, the London Borough of Richmond upon Thames 
for the efficient manner in which all the rubbish and 
litter was cleared away leaving Broad Street and the 
High Street looking immaculate by first thing the 
following morning.  
 
Illegal dumpings at the re-cycling sites are always 
reported when spotted and this year I noticed that 
several households disposed of their Christmas trees by 
dumping them on to the pavement despite the correct, 
and quite simple, procedure having been publicized by 
the Council. Where this anti-social, and dangerous, 
practice was spotted it also was reported (for remedial, 
not punitive, action to be taken – the TEG does not act 
as an Environmental Police Force – although it could in 
some cases). 
 
If anyone wishes to join the Environment Group or try 
their hand at litter picking, or whatever, they should 
contact me. Also the Environment Group Committee is 
now reduced to just five members so  if anyone is 
interested in helping to steer the TEG through its 
various endeavours they, also,  should contact me. 
 
The flight path trials of last Summer produced a lot of 
extra aircraft noise over Teddington.  In the name of the 
Environmental Group of the Teddington Society, I made 
a submission to the Airports Commission which is 
considering the need for additional runway capacity.  I 
asked that they take into consideration all the 
environmental factors that might affect the inhabitants 
of West London, and Teddington in particular.

THE TEDDINGTON AND HAMPTON 
WICK VOLUNTARY CARE GROUP 
(TVCG) 
Geoff Howland 
 
Members of the group provide lifts, in their own 
vehicles, for “clients”, both young and old, who may 
need help getting to local hospitals, doctors’ surgeries, 
dentists, veterinary surgeries and the like and even to 
ordinary shops and hairdressers. The group also runs 
three minibuses to a local supermarket each week.  In 
addition minibus outings to places of local interest are 
organised regularly. 
 

 
 
Fund raising coffee mornings are held several times a 
year at the Methodist Church. There is always a good 
selection of second hand books, CDs, DVDs and even a 
few ancient VHS cassettes. 
 
New volunteers are 
always welcomed to 
the group and at 
present it has a dire 
shortage of minibus 
drivers.  
 
If any reader would 
like to volunteer or 
fancies having a go at 
minibus driving (training will be provided) please 
contact the TVCG office, which is located as a lodger in 
the Methodist Church, on 020 8943 3112 or speak to 
Geoff or Sally Howland (Environment Group Convenor 
and Treasurer respectively).  
 
Further details are on the TVCG website : 
www.tedcare.org.uk 
 
Equally, and probably much more important, if any 
reader requires a little help as described above or 
knows someone, a relative, friend or neighbour 
perhaps, who would appreciate help the TVCG office 
will be pleased to have the details. 
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PLANNING GROUP 

Jeremy Sandle 
 
Ten members of the Planning Group had a meeting with 
six planning officers recently with a view to reminding 
the Council that the Teddington Society represents a 
considerable number of residents. We advised that we 
review all planning applications which propose a visible 
change to a street.  
 
We also discussed our comments on the list of locally 
listed or Buildings of Townscape Merit and asked the 
Council to take note of our representations. As a result 
changes have been made to the Council list and a link to 
our website has been put in place. 
 
The Causeway.  
We requested an update on the Farmers Market idea we 
put forward two years ago. Apparently discussions are 
ongoing with an operator! We also asked the Council to 
write to the owners of the old Bottoms Up store to get it 
brought back into use. 
 
Sainsbury's High Street application.  
Having failed to stop the approval by the Planning 
Inspectorate against the wishes of a substantial number 
of residents, we asked that attention is paid to proposed 
signage and delivery issues. 
 
Old House at Laurel Dene.  
We expressed huge regret that Richmond Council  
allowed Care UK to get away without meeting its 
covenants to repair the building and that all the 
rhododendrons in front of it have been cut down in 
advance of consent. 
 
Haymarket.  
The Council advised that Haymarket has abandoned 
plans to build an HQ adjacent to Richmond College but 
the Council has secured an agreement with Haymarket 
to pay a penalty of £15m should it not retain 
employment in the Borough. 
 
Udney Park Playing fields.  
Representations have been made to Imperial College to 
request that they uphold the covenant that the site 
remains in use as playing fields. Imperial has given no 
indication that they will do so and has instructed agents 
to market the site for a variety of uses.  
 
The Council advised that applicants would be informed 
that the site is designated "Other Open Land of 
Townscape Importance" (DM OS 3) – which would 
preclude significant built development. 
 
Another policy which would be particularly relevant is 
Sport and Recreation policy (DM OS 8) which requires 
retention of playing fields. 
 
Loss of employment space.  
The Council has issued an Article 4 Direction for 
Planning Applications to protect employment use of 
offices in Waldegrave Rd, Park Rd/Causeway/Broad 

Street/High St. Objections were made re 35 Cromwell 
Road and 91 Stanley Road. 
 
Village Plan consultation.  
We attended the meeting with Sheena Harold.  
Teddington is due for consultation from January 2016.  
It will be our opportunity (as Teddington)  to 
highlight/point out any key important characteristics of 
the area eg listed buildings, conservation areas and so 
on. 20% of office space has already been lost to 
residential use. They are not sure about the impact as 
yet on schools, doctors and other services.  It is likely 
that planning permission will be required to change a 
retail outlet to a betting shop. 
 
Limited research found that the two most attractive 
features of Teddington are retail attraction and a  
safe environment. 
 
Unattractive features were a lack of leisure and public 
toilet facilities, transportation and pedestrian/mobility 
access. 
 

 

HISTORY GROUP 
Ken Howe 
 
We have had a fairly quiet couple of months but that is 
to be expected in the Winter. 
 
Information Boards 7 Plaques - Nothing to report 
 
Talks - No talks 
 
Valerie Sullivan/War Memorial Project 
We are moving forward slowly with this project and 
will be producing something on our website. Once this 
has been set up, progress will also speed up. 
We will be making a joint presentation with NPL at the 
AGM. 
 
New Enquiries 
We have received the following new enquiries : 

a) James and Thomas Needs 
b) Stanley Road School 
c) Canadian forces in Teddington in 1944 
d) Stanley Road School War Memorial 
e) Teddington Lock 
f) St Alban’s Church 
g) Udney Park Estate 
h) Milestone & Collis 125th Anniversary 
i) Green & Farnham 
j) Teddington Tigers Speedway 
k) Ryecroft House Children’s Home 
l) Teddington Schools 
m) Old Merchant Taylors War Memorial 

 

 

PHOTO QUIZ 
Another photo quiz appears on the centre pages.  No 
prizes this time.  Answers at the bottom of Page 15. 
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Answers on Page 15 
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 
 
Market analysts will tell you that 24 January is the 
most depressing day of the year and 24 June is the 
happiest.  So we hope that this edition of Tidings will 
help your progress towards happiness. 
 
You will see that Alan Benns has been busy with his 
camera and has produced some stunning (and 
puzzling) photos of Teddington.  You will find them 
on one of the centre pages.  The Teddington Society 
New Year Party enjoyed some more of these photos 
and you can see some of the revellers (if that is the 
right word) on the other centre page. 
 
Don't forget to study the Events page and plan to take 
advantage of some of them.  Even more important, 
don't forget to renew your membership. 
 
May I wish you a happy and prosperous 2015.  And, if 
it's not too late, may I suggest a New Year Resolution? 
"This year I will try to do something I have never 
done before".  You may be amazed at what 
opportunities turn up. 

Donald 

 

RIVERSIDE AND OPEN SPACES 
Ann Sayer 
 

 
 
ILLEGAL MOORINGS 
At the time of writing this is still going through what 
will, we hope, be the final stages of consultation and 
permission. 
 
TEDDINGTON AND HAM HYDRO 
Council Planning consideration still awaited. 
 
GROUP MEMBERSHIP 
Our group is small and in need of new members, so if 
you are interested in the river and Teddington’s 
varied open spaces please get in touch. 
 
You do not have to be part of our stalwart band of 
weekly Drawdock litter-pickers and periodic pruners 
(though you will be particularly welcome if you are). 
 
You will also be very welcome for your ideas and 
suggestions.  Please join us. 
.

ROADS AND TRANSPORT GROUP 
Brian Holder 
 
Once again, there is little to report on the transport 
front, but there is the possibility that a Tiger Crossing 
can be put in place as part of the overhaul of Borough 
Cycle Routes that was announced at a recent Cycle 
Liaison Group Meeting.  
 

 
 
As can be seen from the plan and pictures, cyclists en 
route for Broad Street from the High Street ignore the 
safety of the cycle lane and risk being knocked off 
their bikes by overtaking vehicles as they climb up 
the hill, as the drop-off ends too far down Park Road.  
For a period of over two years when the Olympics 
were taking place, there was a gap between the two 
temporary traffic islands at the top of Park Road 
immediately opposite the end of the cycle lane.  
 
As a result, the majority of these cyclists used the 
much safer cycle lane as far as the drop - off point and 
cycled through the gap to get to Broad Street in 
complete safety - just as if a Tiger Crossing existed. 
For reasons unknown, this well-proven safe route 
was blocked with a full length central island when the 
temporary Olympic islands were removed.  

 
I am approaching Councillors Stephen Speak  
(Cabinet Member for Transport ) and Jean Loveland 
(Chair of the Cycle Liaison Group) to see whether a 
Tiger crossing can be installed, plus both the High 
Street and Broad Street cycle paths be extended down 
to Station Road and Church Road respectively -
possibly under the current pavement improvements 
initiative.  
Editor's Note : A "Tiger Crossing" is a combination of 
a pedestrian crossing and a cycle crossing 



 

Tidings Spring 2015  Page 11 

NEW YEAR PARTY 

Sheena Harold 
 
Despite the bitterly cold weather the 80+ members 
and friends who bravely came to St Mary's Church 
Hall on January 31st had a great time.  Plenty of 
convivial conversation and masses of good food. 
 Josette, Elizabeth & Sally had marshalled food and 
drink including tasty offerings from Shambles and 
Moiduls to feed the masses with so much left over, 
people took some home! The Bar was excellently 
manned by Diana, Peter and Evelyn. See the photos 
on the centre pages. 
 
Alan's Photo Quiz stumped quite a few of us but the 
winners were:  
 Andy Weston  who won a £25 voucher donated 

by Jackie Langella of Shambles.  
 Joint 2) Carmela Kantorowicz won a huge box of 

chocolates donated by Sally's sister. 
 Joint 2) Sandy & Keith Hooker a box chocolate 

donated by Seed & Bean.   
 4) Avril and Tina won a £10 voucher donated by 

Squires Garden Centres.   
 
Donald circulated a Caption Competition, the winner 
of which was adjudged to be John Demont who won a 
bottle of wine. 
 
John Asher, despite an injury to his hand, then played 
a few Scottish violin pieces to end the evening.  A 
great way to welcome in the New Year. 
 

 

TEDDINGTON THEATRE CLUB 

 
The next TTC production at the 
Hampton Hill Playhouse will be  

ALFIE 
By Bill Naughton 
1 – 7 March 2015 
 
Performance Times: Sunday 
4pm, Weekdays 7.45pm 
 
Alfie Elkins: the working class 
Don Juan of the East End - the 

man about town with the world at his feet. And a new 
bird every Saturday night. 
 
But all good things must come to an end and when his 
no-strings-attached life starts to come apart at the 
seams, it’s time for him to wonder ‘what’s it all 
about?' 
 
Ticket Prices: £8.00 & £10.00 
Box Office: Telephone: 0845 838 7529 
Online: ttc-boxoffice.org.uk 

LADIES WHO LUNCHED 
Sheena Harold 
 
In July 1991 some very important ladies came to 
lunch in Teddington while their husbands attended 
the G7 Summit Meeting in London.   The lunch took 
place on the Sir Thomas More, Thames TV’s launch 
which used to be moored behind Teddington Studios. 
 

 
 
The Catering Manager was the late Pam Jarvis whose 
obituary was in the last issue of “Tidings”.  She was 
entrusted with looking after the wives of our Prime 
Minister, the President of the United States, the 
Chancellor of Germany and wives of PMs and 
Ministers from Canada, Japan, France and the 
Netherlands  
 
Pam told me how it all started with her being invited 
to the Foreign and Commonwealth Office to meet 
Lady Trethowan, followed by vetting by the FBI and 
the SAS, sniffer dogs searching the vessel and one 
poor policeman getting locked in the bilges of the Sir 
Thomas More!   Planning took 3 months and Norma, 
wife of our PM. John Major, supervised the menu.   
The table had to be lengthened as many of the lady 
guests had an interpreter sitting alongside.  Pam 
provided butler service where the guests helped 
themselves from tureens held by waitresses.  The chef 
did a fabulous job in a tiny galley and he being 6’3”! 
 
A boat trip along the Thames to Kew Gardens 
preceded the lunch with boats full of police and 
journalists keeping pace alongside.    
 

 
 
After the event Pam received a thank you letter from 
Barbara Bush, wife of the then President George Bush 
Snr. which she framed and hung on her wall. 
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CORPORATE MEMBERS 
1 of 1 Design 
Architecture:wk 
British Maritime Technology 
Broom Water Association 
Byrne Group PLC  
Curves of Hampton  
Dexters 
Diners Delight  
Edward Giles Online Estate Agents 
Elements Hair Salon 
Elleray Hall Social Club 
Fairwater House Residents 
Association 
Fiona Evans Dental Surgery 
Haymarket Media Group 
Kagan Moss & Co Solicitors 
Kindle Stoves 
Kitchen Sync 
La Casa Del Habana  
Landmark Arts Centre 
Malo Clinic  
Mela Mela  
Milestone Residential  
Moiduls  
Nova Fortuny  
National Physical Laboratory 
Park Lane Stables 
Parsonage & Co Solicitors 
Roger Sutton & Co Accountants 
San Marino Mail UK  
Seed and Bean Organic Chocolate 
company 
Shambles Bar & Restaurant 
Sidra Patisserie 
Simply Sound and Vision 
Sims Opticians 
Snellers Estate agents 
Squires Garden Centre 
Stagecoach Twickenham 
Performing Arts for children 
Stepping On Out  
Stevens Tyres 
Stone Rowe Brewer Solicitors 
Stoneydeep Residents Association 
Studio 148  
Tamesis Club   
Teddington Cricket Club 
Teddington Artists 
Teddington Bowling Club 
Teddnet Association of independent 
workers 
The Fallow Deer  
The Financial Planning Group 
The French Tarte  
The Fun Factory  
The Lensbury 
The Park Hotel 
The Strawberry Hill House Trust 
The Tree Agency 
TW11 Magazine 
Waterstones  
Woodgate-Loydor Ltd  
Zeldaland 

NATIONAL PHYSICAL 

LABORATORY 

 
 
NPL, the UK’s National 
Measurement Institute, is the 
biggest employer in Teddington 
and it has recently become part of 
the Department for Business, 
Innovation & Skills (BIS). 
 
Dr Brian Bowsher, the Managing 
Director  said, "I welcome the 
exciting new opportunities that 
our new status brings to support 
government. We are intending to 
form strategic partnerships with 
the Universities of Strathclyde and 
Surrey to develop our science 
further and enhance its impact 
through undertaking joint 
research and establishing an 
innovative post-graduate 
measurement institute to provide 
industry-ready graduates." 
 
Dr Vince Cable, Twickenham MP 
and Secretary of State For 
Business and Innovation said "I 
am very pleased to promote this 
in my own constituency.  We think 
we can have better value for 
money as a directly run 
government. laboratory.  The 
latest step will raise its status in 
the research community working 
alongside top class academies as 
well as continuing its work for 
British industry." 
 

 

 
 
A couple of matchstick moving 
puzzles for you. 
 
In this one, move (exactly)  three 
matches and make (exactly) two 
squares 

STRAWBERRY HILL 

HOUSE 

 
 

Strawberry Hill House would not 
be able to run efficiently without 
the support, commitment, and 
overall remarkable work of its 
team of volunteers. Approximately 
200 people are involved yearly in 
the preservation and promotion of 
Horace Walpole’s magnificent 
18th century gothic castle and 
garden.  
 
1st March will not only see the 
opening of the house for a new 
season, but also the opening of 
five newly restored rooms which 
have not been seen by the public 
since the eighteenth-century. As 
such Strawberry Hill is now 
looking to recruit passionate 
people who would like to share its 
history and heritage with visitors. 
 
For further information get in 
touch at 
enquiry@strawberryhillhouse.
org.uk or visit 
www.strawberryhillhouse.org.uk 
/volunteers 
 

 

 
 
And in this one, move four matches 
and make three squares 
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JENNY'S AFRICAN BIKE RIDE 
Jenny Michell 
. 
In November 2014 I had an exciting adventure 
completing a charity challenge bike ride in Tanzania 
and Zanzibar!   
 

 
 
The sponsorship for this ride went to the Genesis 
Research Trust which was set up by Professor Lord 
Robert Winston at Hammersmith Hospital for 
researching the causes and cures for conditions that 
affect the health of women and babies. Research has 
been carried out on many aspects of pregnancy 
including fertility and miscarriages as well as cot 
deaths and many other aspects of women’s health 
such as ovarian cancer. 
 
All the participants in these Bike Rides are women so 
they are termed "Women for Women" rides. Fern 
Britten is a patron of the charity and rides the whole 
challenge with the other ladies.   
 

 
 
As well as myself two other Teddington Society 
members took part, Margaret Allen and Jean Halliday. 
 
The ride in Tanzania passed through some lovely 
countryside and remote villages but the cycling was 
tough as we had to contend with hot and humid 
weather, tropical storms and dirt roads.  For part of 
the trip we had a motorcycle escort and felt very 
important as all cars had to stop and let us through. 
 

Although the days were long, we did have some 
opportunities to sample the lovely beaches on 
Zanzibar. 
 
For every ride we have to raise about £3500. I did 
several fundraising events, including a stall at the 
Teddington Village Fair, and also had many donations 
from friends. 
 
This year in May a group is going to cycle from 
John O Groats to Lands End.  I will be completing the 
last stage of 4 days, cycling from Weston-Super-Mare 
to Land End.  If you would like to be a sponsor please 
send a cheque made out to The Genesis Research 
Trust  to me at  
5 Broom Park, Teddington, TW11 9RN.   
If you would like to find out more about the work of 
the charity see www.genesisresearchtrust.com 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

Jenny Michell 
 
Subscriptions were due in January. Just over 300 
payments were received by standing order…50 more 
than last year. Thank you emails were sent to all 
those for whom we had an email address. In total we 
had about 360 already paid up by 18 January, better 
than last year. 
 
All other members, for whom we had an email 
address, were sent a reminder email. This produced 
another batch of payments at the end of January. 
 
The website has been modified to include renew as 
well as join.  This is proving popular with a few more 
each day. All those who renewed online are sent an 
automatic email confirming their transaction and 
have been sent another email thanking them from me 
when we have received the money! Personalised in 
some cases.  
 
Also there is now an option to donate alongside 
renewing the subscription.  We have had 8 recent 
donations via the website. 
 
Membership cards are only being issued to those who 
have sent a SAE.  This will cut down postage costs, 
admin time and complicated delivery routines.   
 
We welcome the following new members: 
 

Margaret and Robert Allen 
Edward Corbett, 
Cecile and Emmanuel Delattre 
John Shaef 
James Sinclair 
Annick and Colin Souter  
John Wilmington 
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WOODGATE LOYDOR'S NEW PRESS 

report by Donald Bell 

 
Each edition of Tidings is printed by Woodgate 
Loydor, one of our Corporate Members.  The one you 
are holding in your hands may not look much 
different from the last one, but this print run was one 
of the first to be produced on Woodgate Loydor's 
latest hi-tech printing press. 
 
The new machine is a Heidelberg Speedmaster CD-74 
5 colour Perfector Press.  It is a big investment for the 
company, over £300,000, and it will be their main 
workhorse for many years to come. 
 

 
 
Just getting it in through the door was a real 
challenge.  In fact they had to remove the door and 
most of the wall as well.  The old machine was taken 
out just before Christmas, then a new reinforced 
concrete floor was laid to take the new machine. 
 
The old press could print 7000 sheets per hour, that's 
two every second.  The new machine is more than 
twice as fast and can handle a much broader range of 
papers and card. 
 
David Nash, the managing director, proudly showed 
me how easy it was to achieve evenness of colour, 
precision of alignment and very high printing speed. 
 

 
 
And, for the technically minded among you, this is the 
complicated roller system for applying the yellow, 
magenta, cyan and black inks. 
 
If you want to know more, there will be an open day 
in February for local residents and customers.

TEDDNET 
Annabel Burrows 
 
Teddington’s hidden workforce, Teddnet, the 
website for local independent businesses without a 
shop front – celebrated its fifth birthday in 2014. 
 
How many times have you asked your friends and 
neighbours whether they can recommend a good 
plumber, photographer, piano teacher, or someone to 
sort out your computer? 
 
In 2009, Charlotte Duff and Cathy Sparkes developed 
the idea of using the internet to formalise these 
informal networks.  They pulled together the Teddnet 
Steering Group, and developed the Teddnet website. 
 

 
 
From the outset the intention was not to make money 
though, but to provide a service to the local 
community. All activities, including the subscription 
administration, website maintenance and community 
interaction are carried out on a voluntary basis. 
Subscriptions (just £10 per year) are only spent on 
internet costs and promotional materials. 
 
Teddnet grows by recommendation. Only currently 
listed members can recommend others, thus ensuring 
that only tried and tested suppliers are present on the 
site.  To raise its profile in the local community, 
Teddnet has a stand at the annual Teddington 
Christmas Lights event, and the Teddington Village 
Fair in the summer.  These events help to make local 
businesses and customers aware of the network. 
 
If you work in the local area and are keen to increase 
your local visibility, then please ask a current 
Teddnet member to recommend you.  Or talk to the 
Teddnet team as it may be that you have worked for a 
member without recognizing their listing name. Many 
members are reporting a steady increase in work as a 
direct result of their listing. 
 
What next for Teddnet? 
Teddnet has evolved in response to the feedback 
received from members, who currently number 
around 75. From a small idea five years ago, it has 
now grown into a successful online source of local 
recommended businesses, well-suited to Teddington 
and its large proportion of independent and home-
based workers.  Teddnet keeps up with the times and 
opened a Twitter account last year, now having 915 
followers, so when someone uses Twitter to ask for a 
local recommendation, Teddnet responds by sending 
a link to the appropriate members from its database 
and also retweets information which will be helpful 
to members in promoting their own activities. 
 
More at www.teddnet.org 
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THE COLOUR OF MONEY 
 
This exhibition of oil paintings by Adrian Fordham 
ran for two weeks in the Landmark Arts Centre in 
January. 
 

 
 
The paintings showed coins depicting warriors, gods 
and goddesses on horseback - from ancient Greece 
and Rome, the British Isles, India, Afghanistan and 
across Europe. 
 
Adrian says: “I am intrigued by horse and rider coins 
from ancient Greece and Rome through to the British 
rocking horse crown issued in 1935, and have been 
collecting for over 30 years. I grew up in Teddington, 
living on the High Street, and the source of my 
inspiration for this exhibition goes back to that time 
when, as a boy, I started searching for coins and 
interesting artefacts in local antique and junk shops." 
 

MEMORIAL WREATH 
 

 
 

The Teddington Society Wreath joined many 
others at the War Memorial on Remembrance 
Day 

CHRISTMAS PARCELS 

Sheena Harold 
 
Thanks to the generosity of the Hampton Wick United 
Charity we were able, for the 3rd year running, to 
send Christmas food parcels to 40 deserving people 
in Teddington.  
 

 
 
Sally & Geoff Howland did all the shopping.  St. Mary's 
Church gave Christmas cards and Tesco gave plastic 
bags. 
 

 
 
The bags were received by Allan Hayward, Satch Jani 
and members of the Teddington & Twickenham 
Health & Social Care Team who distributed them in 
mid-December. 

PHOTO QUIZ ANSWERS 



 

Page 16  Tidings Spring 2015 

EVENTS IN TEDDINGTON 
compiled by Sheena Harold 
 
Sunday February 15th  1100-1230  
Distributors Only: Exclusive coffee morning to thank 
our Tidings Distributors.  A personal invitation will be 
included with each batch of magazines.  Your 
Committee look forward to thanking you for all your 
hard work each quarter.  
 
Tuesday February 17th  from 1100  
Come to Peg Woffington's Cottage, 167 High Street, 
to enjoy coffee and home-made cakes with Betty & 
Tony Mansell who open their period cottage just for 
us. Just the place to make new friends or meet old 
ones. 
 
Saturday March 14th 
Wimbledon visit.  
 

 
 
Experience the majesty of the grounds of the All 
England Lawn Tennis & Croquet Club. 
Among the many stops and sights on our tour are the 
Millennium Building, the Press Interview Room, the 
picnic terraces and, most importantly, Wimbledon’s 
Centre Court - the most prestigious stadium in all of 
tennis. 
Find out the origins of the Championships.  It's not yet 
game, set & match. There are still places on this 
fabulous tour round Murray Mound and scene of Fred 
Perry's tennis triumphs. 
Tour guided by Pamela McHutchon lasts 
approximately 1.5 hours. 
Visit the award winning museum at your leisure after 
the tour. 
Museum & Guided Tour: Adults £22.00, Seniors 
(60+) & students £19.00, Children (5 - 15yrs) £13.00.  
Cheques payable to Pamela McHutchon 
pmchutchon@btinternet.com 
tel : 07802 822 812 
Travel by train from Teddington, meet on platform 2 
for 09.41, or meet directly at the AELTC Wimbledon 
by 10.45. 
 
Tuesday March 17th  from 1100 
Celebrate St Patrick's Day with coffee at Peg 
Woffington's although we can't promise you green 
cakes but we can recommend Betty's Lemon Drizzle. 

Tuesday April 14th 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.  
The NPL have very kindly given us the use of their 
fabulous facilities to hold the AGM.  
 

 
 
Full details are on the enclosure so do try to come 
along.  Our opening talk will be on WW1 and how we 
will remember it. 
 
Tuesday April 21st from 1100 
Coffee morning at Peg Woffington's Cottage, 167 
High Street, to celebrate the Queen's birthday. 
 
Monday May 11th 
MAGNA CARTA AND THE SAVILL GARDEN 
In this the 800th centenary year of the sealing of the 
Magna Carta we take a trip to Runnymede and see the 
historic meadow where King John met head on with 
the barons.  Then a visit to the Savill Garden with a 
tasty Gardener’s lunch and a chance for you to ask 
any garden-related questions to one of the Windsor 
Gardening team!  All you keen gardeners, now’s your 
chance to think of all those questions! 
 

 
 

Price includes return coach transport from 
Teddington, visit to Runnymede, entry to the garden 
and a Savill Garden Guide book.   
A buffet lunch served at your table with a freshly 
brewed pot of tea or coffee.  Lunch will be served in a 
private marquee overlooking the gardens, with a 
dedicated waiting team.  
Meet: 09.30am Teddington Library return 4.30pm 
Price: £49. Places are limited so do book as soon as 
possible. Cheques payable to Pamela McHutchon 
pmchutchon@btinternet.com 
tel : 07802 822 812 
 
Tuesday May 26th from 1100 
Coffee, cakes and conversation to be had at 167 High 
Street as Betty and Tony open Peg Woffington's 
Cottage just for you.  
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