
 

 
WELCOME TO THE SPRING MAGAZINE 

 
As I write, the New Year Party has just finished and I'm looking forward to some warmer weather and leaving 
all those cold germs behind.   2014 was a busy year for many of us and you can catch up with our successes at 
the AGM when each of our Group Leaders has the chance to talk to you and you to them.  We're always keen to 
hear your thoughts and ideas as they help to point us in the right direction. 
 
We have the Hydro scheme for the Lock simmering away and we're involved with both the future of the 
Imperial College grounds, air pollution and flooding worries.  Each of our working groups has a considerable 
amount of freedom of action but when it comes to a matter concerning the whole town it is common sense 
and sheer courtesy to refer to the Executive Committee for approval. 
 
The E.C. is made up of Officers and members from each group as listed on page 2.  You'll notice we also have 
some Honorary Members, people who have been rewarded for their past valuable service, and here Jenny 
Hilton, John Demont and Joan Freeman along with Roger Avins join me in sending you all our Best Wishes for 
a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous 2015.   

Sheena 
Our President, Jenny Hilton writes:  
I wish everyone in Teddington a Happy New Year and hope that 2015 is a year of friendly co-operation rather 
than competiveness. 
 
And  New Year messages from our  Vice-President s: 
 
Joan Freeman: 
I have started 2015 with a move back to Teddington, igniting happy 
memories of my 50 years in Avenue Gardens and the many years I spent 
organising Teddington in Flower. I have a lovely garden room in Deer 
Park View, off Sandy Lane in Bushy Park Road. If you remember me, and 
are passing, please come and say 'hello' - if, at 95, I don't immediately 
remember you, just remind me and please forgive me! 
A very happy and healthy New Year to everyone.' 
 
John Demont : 
It is heartening to see the Society still at the forefront of trying to ensure 
that Teddington preserves its very special character. Well done everyone 
and particularly the dedicated Officers and Group Leaders. Keep up the 
good work. Sainsbury's still might not come or that 3rd runway or that 
facility  might not be closed or that extra CPZ might never appear!! 
A very Happy & Rewarding New Year to All. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2015 
Please note this will be your last edition of Tidings unless we receive your 
subscription!  Also please note that this year we will not be issuing 
membership cards unless you send a SAE to the Membership Secretary. This 
is to reduce costs and enable us to keep the subscription rate the same. 
 
Those who pay by standing order.  Thank you to all members who have 
paid by standing order. If we have your email address you will receive email 
confirmation when we have your payment.  
 
Other members. We hope you will wish to renew your subscription and 
continue with  the Teddington Society.  You have two payment options: 
 
1. Pay online at www.teddingtonsociety.org.uk  . You will receive a 
confirmation email. 
 
2. Send a cheque and also a SAE  if you would like a membership card. 
Membership rates remain unchanged for 2015. 
¶ Individual: £7; Couple/family: £11 
¶ Senior (over 60) Individual: £4 ; Couple: £5 
¶ Corporate : £25 
¶ Add £3.50 postage if you live outside the TW11 area or if you want 

your newsletter posted (eg you live in a block of flats where our 
deliverers cannot easily gain access) 

 
Payments and queries to The Membership Secretary, 5 Broom Park, 
Teddington.TW11 9RN. email : members@teddingtonsociety .org.uk  
 
If you would like to set up a standing order or wish to let us have a gift aid 
form you can do this by downloading  the forms from the web site, or 
requesting them by email from  members@teddingtonsociety.org.uk , or 
by phone from  0208 977 0772 
 
EMAIL ADDRESSES 
Many members have given us an email address so that we can send 
information about various events as well as reminders about subscriptions. 
 
If you have previously given us your email address but HAVE NOT received 
an email in January from the Teddington Society please send an email from 
your latest email address to  
 

members@teddingtonsociety.org.uk  
 
so that we can update our records. 
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PARK 'N' BLOOM 
Reg Leach 
Horticultural Advisor to Richmond Borough in 
Bloom  
 
Richmond Borough in Bloom is celebrating its 25th 
anniversary this year. We will be marking this special 
anniversary in a number of ways and one of the 
ÃÁÔÅÇÏÒÉÅÓ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒÌÙ ÆÏÃÕÓÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÉÓ ȬPark and 
"ÌÏÏÍȭ.   
 
See the 2014 winning entries at: 
http://www.richmondboroughinbloom .co.uk 
/gardening -awards/#category3  
 

 
 
This category is about encouraging residents who are 
redesigning their front garden for car parking (or 
already have) to consider including planting and 
parking their car on a surface that is permeable to 
rainfall. 
 
You may have heard of the problems associated with 
paving over front gardens for car parking.  Rainwater 
ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÓÏÁË ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏÕÎÄ ÉÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÁÒÄÅÎ ÉÓ ÐÁÖÅÄ ÏÖÅÒȢ 
Instead the rain runs off the paved area, into the road, 
down the drain and is lost into the sewer system.   
 
The rainwater may not go down the drain if leaves are 
blocking it, or the drain may be unable to cope with a 
sudden very heavy downpour. This can lead to localised 
flooding and backed up rainwater can flow back up into 
houses. 
 
However, you can have your front garden redesigned 
for car parking and still have some planting, provided 
some key decisions are made first.  
 
Having a planted up front garden enables neighbours to 
get to know you when you are in the garden 
maintaining it and is a definite community asset.  Paving 
over your front garden entirely loses the ability for the 
garden to absorb rainwater and creates a harsher 
environment for you and your neighbours. 
 
Combining the front garden for car parking and as a 
garden is possible. Firstly decide how the car is to be 

positioned, perhaps to one side or the other, allowing 
unobstructed pedestrian access to the front door, or 
centrally giving space either side of the car for car doors 
to open. 
 
The car parking area you have decided on needs to be 
constructed on a base that allows rainwater to 
penetrate.  This may be a simple thin plastic membrane 
topped with gravel or shingle, or by laying strong plastic 
ȬÅÇÇ ÂÏØÅÓȭ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ Á ÖÅÈÉÃÌÅȟ 
which are then filled with shingle, gravel or small 
pebbles to cover the plastic.  
 
This area needs to be set in a framework of edging 
boards to contain the gravel and avoid it spreading out 
onto the pavement. This area could of course, be 
incorporated as part of the direct access to the front 
door of the house too. 
 
Once the car parking area has been decided on you may 
have space for planting a small hedge between you and 
ÙÏÕÒ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÕÒȭÓ ÇÁÒÄÅÎ, or you may have pavement 
frontage that can be planted with a hedge ɀ apart from 
the space for the car to enter and exit of course.  
 
If you have a wide space to one side of the car parking 
area, create a small shrub or herbaceous border. If 
space is really limited you could erect trellis and put up 
climbers, or install planters around the available 
remaining frontage. You may even be successful in 
planting herbs such as thyme through the gravel! 
 
By having some areas planted up you will soften the 
impact of the frontage, still encourage wildlife and give 
a much more aesthetically pleasing area to look at. This 
is what the Richmond in Bloom judges are looking for - 
a permeable membrane for the car parking area and as 
much planting as possible. 
 
&ÏÒ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÁÄÖÉÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÇÏÏÄ ȬÖÉÓÕÁÌȭ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÇÏ ÏÎÔÏ 
ÔÈÅ 2ÏÙÁÌ (ÏÒÔÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ you 
×ÉÌÌ ÆÉÎÄ ÁÎ ÅØÃÅÌÌÅÎÔ ÌÅÁÆÌÅÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ Ȭ&ÒÏÎÔ 'ÁÒÄÅÎÓȭȢ 
 
We at Richmond in Bloom hope you will consider the 
above information, if you are considering such a change 
to your front garden. We also hope that if you transform 
your garden in this way, you will enter it into Richmond 
Borough in Bloom this year. Equally if you have a 
neighbour who has such a front garden, encourage them 
to enter their garden this year too.  
 
Please refer to our website for more details:   
 

www.richmondboroughinbloom.co.uk  
 
The Royal Horticultural Society web site also has a lot of 
useful advice 
 
https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/pdf/climate -and-
sustainability/urban -greening/gardening -matters -
front -gardens-urban -greening  
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HISTORY GROUP 
Ken Howe 
 
THE MOLITORS OF TEDDINGTON 
 
We received an interesting enquiry from Antje Zupp, a 
lady in Cologne, who was trying to trace where her 
great grandparents lived in Teddington about 1900. 
Antje was visiting friends in England and wished to call 
in at Teddington on the way. She had a picture of a 
house called Lily Cottage in Elleray Road. 
 

 
 
The house is still there and recognisable. However on 
checking local directories, I drew a blank. The great 
grandfather was Gottfried Molitor, born 20th July 1868 
in Trier, and he had married Auguste Schiller, born 24th 
August 1882.  
 
I had been able to do some work on Ancestry and 
discovered that Gottfried had come to London and was 
living and working as a hairdresser in St Pancras at the 
time of the 1901 census.  
 
Auguste Schiller was also living and working as a live-in 
maid with the family of Max Hoffman, a German grocer 
in Whitechapel. They obviously met and were married 
in 1904 and moved to Teddington the following year. 
They took up residence in Lily Cottage, 1 Elleray Road in 
1905 which consisted of a grÏÕÎÄ ÆÌÏÏÒ ÂÁÒÂÅÒȭÓ ÓÈÏÐ 
and living accommodation. The picture Antje had, 
ÓÈÏ×ÅÄ 'ÏÔÔÆÒÉÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ ÈÉÓ ÂÁÒÂÅÒȭÓ ÓÈÏÐ 
and his apprentice, Charles Eisenrieder, on the left. 
 
Their first daughter, Marie Charlotte, was born 24th 
October 1905 and bÁÐÔÉÓÅÄ ÁÔ 3Ô 0ÅÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ 3Ô 0ÁÕÌȭÓ 
Church on 14th November. A second daughter, Frances 
7ÉÌÈÅÌÍÉÎÁ ɉ!ÎÔÊÅȭÓ ÇÒÁÎÄÍÏÔÈÅÒɊȟ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÏÎ ρυÔÈ 
April 1907 and the Upper Teddington Parliamentary 
Polling List confirmed that everyone was at Lily Cottage. 
By 1909 the business was still at Lily Cottage but the 
home had moved to 6 Waldegrave Avenue. 
 
Then in 1910, the local trade directory shows Charles 
Henn, hairdresser, living at Lily Cottage. The 1911 
census shows that the family had moved to 36 Argyle 
Road and GottfÒÉÅÄȭÓ ÁÐÐÒÅÎÔÉÃÅȟ #ÈÁÒÌÅÓȟ ×ÁÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ×ÉÔÈ 
them. Did this mean that Charles Henn was working for 
Gottfried and had moved into the rooms above the 

shop?  Gottfried was still shown as a hairdresser and 
had been for at least the last 10 years. Shortly after the 
census, a son Frank was born, whilst still at 36 Argyle 
Road. The following year, another son Gottfried junior, 
was born but the residence on his birth certificate is 
shown as 21 The Causeway. 
 

 
 
In wartime, we know that Gottfried was interred on the 
Isle of Man but it is not clear where Auguste and her 
children were at that time. As there are no burial 
records of any of the family, they presumably all 
returned to Germany although all of the children would 
have been British citizens. 
 
It will be interesting to know why, when and how the 
family returned to Germany. 
 

MANHOLES OF DISTINCTION 
 

One of our members spotted a water manhole cover in 
Broom Road and noticed that it bore the inscription of 
TEDDINGTON UDC. 
 

 
 
Teddington ceased to be an independent Urban District 
Council when it was annexed into the Borough of 
Twickenham in 1937. 
 
There are still many manholes in the town bearing the 
old UDC name.  We would like to find and record these 
so I should be grateful if you would let me know of any 
in your area. Please email me on 
howe64@btinternet.com.  
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GARDENS REPORT 
Sheena Harold 

 

 
 

Teddington In Flower  
The date to put in your Diary is Sunday 14th June.  We 
need suggestions of lovely back gardens which would 
open for charity from 2pm-6pm and offers of help for 
gate sitting on the day.  Sian Morgan will be delighted to 
hear from you:  
email : sianmorgan155@btinternet.com    
 
Full information will be in your next "Tidings". Already 
we have four gardens: Shirley Meaker, Carol Drew & 
Kitty Wass who opened last year together with Jill & 
Paul Smith who are re-opening after several years. 
 
Richmond Borough In Bloom  
This year we celebrate 25 years of blooming up the 
Borough in which Teddington plays its part.  Pat 
Schooling has been Chairman for the whole time and 
I'm sure will come up with some good ideas to celebrate 
this year's launch, probably in May. Watch for news on 
their website: 
www.RichmondBoroughinBloom.co.uk  
 
You can read about one category, Park & Bloom, on page 
3 but there are ten categories you can enter so there's 
bound to be one that suits your gardening prowess.  So 
do enter this year and make sure Teddington looks 
blooming beautiful. 
 
Wooded Triangle  
Jennifer Sarginson, Gardener in charge at Strawberry 
Hill House, has submitted a plan for four small 
rectangular flower beds to be established; two 
alongside Hampton Road and two on Stanley Road at 
the end of Broad Street. 
 
They would be timber-edged to assist the mowing. The 
council are favourably disposed but we have to answer 
some concerns about public use of the area on a couple 
of occasions, notably the Remembrance Day service, 
during the year.   
 
It's to be hoped that establishing a colourful edging to 
welcome people to that end of town with an all year 

round floral display encouraging wildlife, especially 
bees, will be welcomed. 
 
Elmfield Gardens   
We are waiting for our Civic Pride grant to be approved 
and for the Poppy Sculptures installation to get 
planning permission before you can enjoy three 
Flanders poppies commemorating the dead of WW1. 
 
Gardening On The NHS? 
The January issue of the Royal Horticultural Society's 
monthly magazine, "The Garden", reported a lecture 
given by two doctors who suggested that significant 
savings could be achieved by the NHS if gardening and 
being outdoors was prescribed by GPs.  Research 
projects are under way in Sweden comparing cost 
savings of prescriptive gardening with conventional 
medicine.  You can read more on www.rhs.org.uk  
 

 

FRIENDS OF BUSHY & HOME PARKS 
 

WHERE WERE YOU IN 1989? 
 

 
 

"Tidings" for December 1989 announced that a very 
successful meeting on November 17th at the St John 
Ambulance Hall had led to the establishment of the 
Friends of Bushy & Home Parks. 
 
The meeting started with an introduction from Wendy 
Dare, our then Chairman, who then handed over to Dr 
John Cobb who was unanimously elected to chair the 
new organisation.   
 
Our review was written by Philippa Morgan and a Mrs 
Griffin is named as the designer of the meeting's poster.  
25 years later the FBHP continue to go from strength to 
strength. Now as then we share quite a few members.   
 
Were you there?  Were you one of the first to join?  Does 
anyone know where John, Philippa and Mrs. Griffin are 
now?  For their 25th The Friends are producing a 
commemorative edition of their Newsletter and need 
contributions by the middle of February. 
 
Please send us your memories or contacts either to me 
at : sam.harold@hotmail.com  
or phone me on 020 8977 2700.   
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ENVIRONMENT GROUP REPORT 
Geoff Howland  
 
The yellow tabards of the litter pickers have not been 
much in evidence during the dismal winter months 
apart from one outing on 18 December when a few 
members of the group acted as marshals  at a carol 
singing event in Elmfield Gardens put on by about 90 
ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÆÒÏÍ 3Ô -ÁÒÙȭÓ ÁÎÄ 3Ô 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ 3ÃÈÏÏÌȢ 
 

 
 
The yellow tabards were, of course, out beforehand for 
the Christmas Teddington Lights Up event  on 27 
November but only to identify those Society members 
helping out on the Society stall situated in the dark and 
dingy Cedar Road car park. Anyone who stayed at the 
event well into the evening will have seen the huge piles 
of litter and rubbish the event generated and I would 
like to publicly thank and congratulate, as I did in 
private, the London Borough of Richmond upon Thames 
for the efficient manner in which all the rubbish and 
litter was cleared away leaving Broad Street and the 
High Street looking immaculate by first thing the 
following morning.  
 
Illegal dumpings at the re-cycling sites are always 
reported when spotted and this year I noticed that 
several households disposed of their Christmas trees by 
dumping them on to the pavement despite the correct, 
and quite simple, procedure having been publicized by 
the Council. Where this anti-social, and dangerous, 
practice was spotted it also was reported (for remedial, 
not punitive, action to be taken ɀ the TEG does not act 
as an Environmental Police Force ɀ although it could in 
some cases). 
 
If anyone wishes to join the Environment Group or try 
their hand at litter picking, or whatever, they should 
contact me. Also the Environment Group Committee is 
now reduced to just five members so  if anyone is 
interested in helping to steer the TEG through its 
various endeavours they, also,  should contact me. 
 
The flight path trials of last Summer produced a lot of 
extra aircraft noise over Teddington.  In the name of the 
Environmental Group of the Teddington Society, I made 
a submission to the Airports Commission which is 
considering the need for additional runway capacity.  I 
asked that they take into consideration all the 
environmental factors that might affect the inhabitants 
of West London, and Teddington in particular.

THE TEDDINGTON AND HAMPTON 
WICK VOLUNTARY CARE GROUP 
(TVCG) 
Geoff Howland  
 
Members of the group provide lifts, in their own 
ÖÅÈÉÃÌÅÓȟ ÆÏÒ ȰÃÌÉÅÎÔÓȱȟ ÂÏÔÈ ÙÏÕÎg and old, who may 
ÎÅÅÄ ÈÅÌÐ ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÈÏÓÐÉÔÁÌÓȟ ÄÏÃÔÏÒÓȭ ÓÕÒÇÅÒÉÅÓȟ 
dentists, veterinary surgeries and the like and even to 
ordinary shops and hairdressers. The group also runs 
three minibuses to a local supermarket each week.  In 
addition minibus outings to places of local interest are 
organised regularly. 
 

 
 
Fund raising coffee mornings are held several times a 
year at the Methodist Church. There is always a good 
selection of second hand books, CDs, DVDs and even a 
few ancient VHS cassettes. 
 
New volunteers are 
always welcomed to 
the group and at 
present it has a dire 
shortage of minibus 
drivers.  
 
If any reader would 
like to volunteer or 
fancies having a go at 
minibus driving (training will be provided) please 
contact the TVCG office, which is located as a lodger in 
the Methodist Church, on 020 8943 3112 or speak to 
Geoff or Sally Howland (Environment Group Convenor 
and Treasurer respectively).  
 
Further details are on the TVCG website : 
www.tedcare.org.uk  
 
Equally, and probably much more important, if any 
reader requires a little help as described above or 
knows someone, a relative, friend or neighbour 
perhaps, who would appreciate help the TVCG office 
will be pleased to have the details. 

 



 

Tidings Spring 2015   Page 7 

PLANNING GROUP 
Jeremy Sandle 
 
Ten members of the Planning Group had a meeting with 
six planning officers recently with a view to reminding 
the Council that the Teddington Society represents a 
considerable number of residents. We advised that we 
review all planning applications which propose a visible 
change to a street.  
 
We also discussed our comments on the list of locally 
listed or Buildings of Townscape Merit and asked the 
Council to take note of our representations. As a result 
changes have been made to the Council list and a link to 
our website has been put in place. 
 
The Causeway.  
We requested an update on the Farmers Market idea we 
put forward two years ago. Apparently discussions are 
ongoing with an operator! We also asked the Council to 
write to the owners of the old Bottoms Up store to get it 
brought back into use. 
 
Sainsbury's High Street application.   
Having failed to stop the approval by the Planning 
Inspectorate against the wishes of a substantial number 
of residents, we asked that attention is paid to proposed 
signage and delivery issues. 
 
Old House at Laurel Dene.  
We expressed huge regret that Richmond Council  
allowed Care UK to get away without meeting its 
covenants to repair the building and that all the 
rhododendrons in front of it have been cut down in 
advance of consent. 
 
Haymarket.   
The Council advised that Haymarket has abandoned 
plans to build an HQ adjacent to Richmond College but 
the Council has secured an agreement with Haymarket 
to pay a penalty of £15m should it not retain 
employment in the Borough. 
 
Udney Park Playing fields.   
Representations have been made to Imperial College to 
request that they uphold the covenant that the site 
remains in use as playing fields. Imperial has given no 
indication that they will do so and has instructed agents 
to market the site for a variety of uses.  
 
The Council advised that applicants would be informed 
that the site is designated "Other Open Land of 
Townscape Importance"  (DM OS 3) ɀ which would 
preclude significant built development. 
 
Another policy which would be particularly relevant is 
Sport and Recreation policy (DM OS 8) which requires 
retention of playing fields. 
 
Loss of employment space .  
The Council has issued an Article 4 Direction for 
Planning Applications to protect employment use of 
offices in Waldegrave Rd, Park Rd/Causeway/Broad 

Street/High St. Objections were made re 35 Cromwell 
Road and 91 Stanley Road. 
 
Village Plan consultation.   
We attended the meeting with Sheena Harold.  
Teddington is due for consultation from January 2016.  
It will be our opportunity (as Teddington)  to 
highlight/point out any key important characteristics of 
the area eg listed buildings, conservation areas and so 
on. 20% of office space has already been lost to 
residential use. They are not sure about the impact as 
yet on schools, doctors and other services.  It is likely 
that planning permission will be required to change a 
retail outlet to a betting shop. 
 
Limited research found that the two most attractive 
features of Teddington are retail attraction and a  
safe environment. 
 
Unattractive features were a lack of leisure and public 
toilet facilities, transportation and pedestrian/mobility 
access. 
 

 

HISTORY GROUP 
Ken Howe 
 
We have had a fairly quiet couple of months but that is 
to be expected in the Winter. 
 
Information Boards 7 Plaques  - Nothing to report 
 
Talks - No talks 
 
Valerie Sullivan/War Memorial Project  
We are moving forward slowly with this project and 
will be producing something on our website. Once this 
has been set up, progress will also speed up. 
We will be making a joint presentation with NPL at the 
AGM. 
 
New Enquiries  
We have received the following new enquiries : 

a) James and Thomas Needs 
b) Stanley Road School 
c) Canadian forces in Teddington in 1944 
d) Stanley Road School War Memorial 
e) Teddington Lock 
f) 3Ô !ÌÂÁÎȭÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 
g) Udney Park Estate 
h) Milestone & Collis 125th Anniversary 
i)  Green & Farnham 
j)  Teddington Tigers Speedway 
k) 2ÙÅÃÒÏÆÔ (ÏÕÓÅ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ (ÏÍÅ 
l)  Teddington Schools 
m) Old Merchant Taylors War Memorial 

 

 

PHOTO QUIZ 
Another photo quiz appears on the centre pages.  No 
prizes this time.  Answers at the bottom of Page 15. 
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