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Annual General Meeting – 24 April 2019 

Elleray Hall 

 

Sheena welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced John Tough who gave us a 

fascinating talk on the history of Tough’s boatyard from the purchase of Bunn’s boathouse 

in the early years of the twentieth century through to the large vessels built in the yard up 

until the 1980s. John illustrated his talk with rarely seen family photos. 

Famous for its role in the Little Ships evacuation of troops from Dunkirk in 1940, Tough’s 

yard also played an important role in building ships for The Admiralty throughout the war. 

These included gun boats, motor torpedo boats and early versions of the Fairmile class 

motor launch. 

After the war the focus shifted as large pleasure craft were built at the yard, including the 

150 foot Brave Goose. In the early post war years the yard built Havengore which carried Sir 

Winston Churchill’s coffin upriver after his state funeral and also Royal Nore, the Queen’s 

official barge. The yard also built police boats and PLA survey vessels. 

Teddington Studios also bought the yard much work from the film and television industries. 

A visit by the Beatles in 1964 attracted such large crowds that the boys were ferried from 

the boatyard to the studios and there were fears Teddington suspension bridge would 

collapse under the weight of fans trying to catch a glimpse.    

 

Minutes of the 46th Teddington Society AGM held on 24 April 2019 at Elleray 

Hall 

1. Chairman’s Report 

The Committee were introduced and thanked. All the Officers and Group Leaders are    

hard-working volunteers.   

It was noted that Elleray Hall is this year’s venue for the AGM as the Society has been 

following plans for the Hall’s future by the previous Council administration and continues to 

do so with the new administration. 

The Society is in favour of the Hall remaining in its current location but appreciates that this 

is a complicated issue and is linked to the future of other Council owned properties in the 

area. North Lane car park is available for sale or use, the RUIL’s building is subject to 

planning constraints because of its closeness to the library and the police station site may 

become available in the near future.  There is an argument that a new site for Elleray Hall 

would be better for continuity of service and the future of the Udney Park site, in particular 



in relation to Park Road Surgery also adds to the many linked issues to be considered. 

Sheena thanked Councillors Jonathan Cardy and Robin Brown for attending the meeting and 

their involvement in finding a good solution. 

2. Apologies for absence 

Apologies had been received from Jim Millard 

3. Adoption of the minutes of the AGM held on 19 April 2018 

Adoption of the minutes was proposed by Andy Weston, seconded by Paddy Ching and 

accepted. 

4. Matters arising 

None. 

5. Treasurer’s Report 

Sally thanked the independent examiner Pete Shaw and presented the accounts showing a 

slightly lower income mainly due to the absence of pram race receipts although this was 

offset to an extent by the success of the Normansfield concerts. Charitable donations for the 

year were over £10,000 and Sally noted that all surpluses are for distribution and we are 

always open to requests from local organisations for donations. The healthy cash position of 

£16,851 at the end of the year includes £2,472 designated as floats for the Village Fair.  

Sheena thanked Sally for her report and hard work during the year.     

6. Group Leaders Reports 

a. Planning - Keith thanked all the group members who are a valuable source of 

independent local knowledge and opinion for Councillors dealing with  an increasing 

workload of planning applications, particularly for major projects. 

b. Roads and Transport – Brian observed that the 20mph borough wide speed limit 

limit has been the most important issue locally. It was noted that there is some 

disagreement about the effect this will have on pollution levels compared with the 

current 30mph limit. The planning group would welcome some more cyclists to the 

group. 

c. Environment – Geoff noted that a number of saleable items had been removed from 

recycling sites and passed on to grateful charity shops. 

d. Riverside – Andy noted that the issue of illegally moored boats has mainly been 

resolved, as least for the time being. Litter remains a problem on the lock island and 

the Ham bank, although there does seem to have been a slight improvement and 

bags and litter picking equipment are held at the lock offices for those wishing to 

help. 

e. History – As written report. 

f. Trees and Gardens – Sheena thanked Craig Ruddock of Richmond Council for all his 

excellent work protecting the borough’s trees. 

 



7. Adoption of Accounts 

Adoption of the accounts was proposed by Jonathan Cardy, seconded by Keith Atkinson and 

accepted. 

8. Vote of thanks to the Treasurer and independent Examiner 

9. Motions 

There were none. 

10. Election of Officers 

John Demont took the chair and it was agreed by a show of hands to re-elect the current 

officers. 

Groups – it was noted that there is currently a vacancy for History Group leader. 

John led a hearty round of applause for the committee and group leaders.  

11. Appointment of Independent Examiner 

Appointment of Pete Shaw as independent examiner was proposed by Geoff Howland, 

seconded by Jonathan Cardy and accepted. 

12. Any other business 

 The level of subscriptions was discussed including raising the level generally 

and altering or removing the reduced rate for over 60’s. It was noted that we 

have no way of verifying whether an age related rate should be applied to a 

member. It was noted that subscriptions are currently very modest. It was 

suggested that costs could be reduced by making Tidings an online only 

publication as the cost is currently about £1 per copy, but it was generally felt 

that the printed magazine is enjoyed in its current format by members. It was 

noted that subscription rates can only be changed at an AGM so the subject 

will be reviewed by the committee and members will be consulted prior to 

the next AGM. 

Sheena noted the sad loss of Martin Blaicklock and since the AGM we also have to record 

with sadness the death of Mona Adams.     

 

 


