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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR  
 
As I juggle typing out 800 years of our history as a Parish, judging school gardens for Richmond Borough in Bloom and the 
activities of the Society which are coming up fast I thought to myself how lucky I am to live in Teddington.  So much going 
on, places to see, things to do but what to do first?  So I went out in the garden with a cuppa and contemplated the flora 
and fauna around me - which in my garden means weeds and squirrels.  Why don't squirrels dig up weeds and not my 
precious plants?  Well you can join me in visiting all the beautifully tended gardens in Teddington in Flower from the list of 
venues enclosed.  That same weekend you can learn about the monuments in St Mary's Church while you admire the floral 
arrangements, have tea in the churchyard and on Sunday enjoy the special service to mark the opening of our 
Teddington800 celebrations.  
 
Inside we report on our AGM, welcome new Members, have a 
new mug on sale and events for you to attend like the Village 
Fair amongst lots of reading content set in place by Donald who 
is celebrating his Golden Wedding to Joy this year by dashing all 
round the globe.   We are shortly losing our Vice Chairman, Alan, 
to Vectis in the Isle of Wight where he and Hilary are making a 
new home.  He will continue to mastermind the website, 
however, so he's not a total loss!  And he's still organising the 
Pram Race with Rae at the Masons Arms.    
 
While there you could pop across the road and admire our floral borders in Hampton and Stanley Road.  Don't they 
brighten up that rather dull triangle of land opposite the Hospital? 
 
Whilst we might welcome a market we certainly don't welcome overdevelopment and too much traffic on our roads, 
subjects always on our radar and under discussion.  With Udney Park, The Studios and now Teddington Lock Campus 
under scrutiny you can expect more in the next issue.  To do our job well we can always do with more helpers, more 
muscle, more brains.  So don't be shy, just VOLUNTEER.  We need YOU! 

SHEENA 
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 
 
In this issue we are looking at a number of issues that have the potential to 
affect Teddington in a big way.  The white lines of the dreaded "Controlled 
Parking Zone" seem to be forever expanding.  There is the prospect of the 
cycle "Quietway" disrupting the already busy High Street.  The residents of 
Udney Park are concerned about the development of the nearby playing 
fields.  The proposed new runway at Heathrow will send yet more planes 
over Teddington. A large development is planned near the railway bridge.  
And now the University has revealed its plans for developing the Teddington 
Lock Campus. 
 
I often get emails entitled something like "ISN'T THIS DREADFUL" where the 
writer obviously expects his reader to know all the details and to agree with 
his assessment.  But this cannot always be taken for granted.  Some of you, 
on reading my first paragraph, will be asking "What's he talking about?"  
And some will say "What's so awful about a new all-weather running track 
and football pitch anyway?" 
 
As Editor, I will always try to make sure that issues are properly explained, 
that articles are reasonably balanced and that the reasons for "isn't it 
dreadful" are clearly spelled out.  So, please don't hesitate to send me your 
articles for publication, but spare a thought for the puzzled reader who may 
not be as well informed as you are. 
 
And, please don't think that I am biased in any way, but I am greatly relieved 
that the CPZ hasn't yet reached my street! 

Donald Bell 

PLANNING GROUP 
 
The Teddington Society Planning Group currently consists of 12 members, 
who meet every four to six weeks to discuss any matters to do with 
Teddington’s built environment.  
 
These might be, typically, planning applications, but will also include, for 
example, the local plan, the village plan and Richmond Council’s attitude 
towards certain planning issues.  
 
During 2016, we considered 128 planning applications. We submitted 
objections on 19 of which 9 were refused, 2 were approved and 4 were 
withdrawn.  Over the past year the most important of these applications has 
been Udney Park Playing Fields, but the Richmond Housing Partnership 
proposal at 2, High Street is more immediate and will have a significant 
impact on the Teddington skyline. 

 
More recently we have been advised of St Mary's University's ideas for their 
sports fields in Teddington off Broom Rd (opposite the Lensbury) and we 
will be considering these and local residents' concerns thereon when more 
detailed drawings are available. 

 
IOIOIO  PUZZLE 
 
Some lateral thinking required here!  Add one stroke of the pen to make this 
statement valid.  And I don't mean just converting the equals sign "=" into a 
not-equals sign "≠". 
 

 
 

Puzzle answers are on page 8 
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STRAWBERRY HILL HOUSE 
 
Before the AGM meeting on 20 April Nick Dolan, Director 
of Strawberry Hill House, gave a short talk on its history. 
 

 
 
The house is a tribute to the vision and passion of its 
creator Horace Walpole, 4th son of England’s first Prime 
Minister, Robert Walpole. The eighteenth century Grand 
Tour  traditionally concentrated on Europe’s Greek and 
Roman classical heritage, but  Horace was fascinated by 
the medieval world and he developed the neo-Gothic 
style for his “little plaything house” at Strawberry Hill. 
 

 
 
From its earliest days Horace welcomed visitors to view 
the house and his collections. His correspondence with 
political and social figures of the day has left a valuable 
legacy for historians of eighteenth century life and 
letters. His other legacy is the house itself, with its 
contrasts between the light and colour from the many 
stained glass windows, and the “gloomth” (a word he 
invented) worthy of the author of the first gothic novel – 
The Castle of Otranto. 
 
The house passed to the Waldegrave family early in the 
nineteenth century and was improved and remodelled in 
the Victorian gothic style by Lady Waldegrave.   
 
Sadly most of Horace Walpole’s collections were sold in 
1842 – some 4,000 objects which the Strawberry Hill 
Trust is trying to locate with a view to buying or 
exhibiting on loan where possible. 

 
In the early twentieth century the house was sold to the 
Catholic Education Trust and some of the gardens 
stretching down to the Thames were sold for housing 
development. The House itself remained in use for 
accommodation and administration until the 1990’s 
after which local groups started to develop plans for the 
restoration of this important building.  

 
As a Grade 1 Listed 
building it featured on the 
BBC’s series Restoration in 
2004. The Strawberry Hill 
Trust progressed the 
mission to restore the 
house and open it once 
again to a wider public, 
seeking to keep the best 
features of each period of 
its long history while 
concentrating on its 
heyday during the latter 
years of Horace Walpole’s 
ownership. 

 
The House reopened in 2010 and the Trust seeks to 
maximise community involvement through its 
community and outreach programmes. Nick described 
the dual challenges facing the Trust in funding capital 
expenditure and the ongoing maintenance costs and 
thanked the Teddington Society for its support and 
involvement.    
 

TEDDINGTON BARROW 
Sheena Harold 
 
On Wednesday 1st March we finally unveiled the 
information board for the Bronze Age Barrow burial 
mound that stood in Sandy Lane (between Clarence Road 
and Shaef Way) for 3,500 years.   
 

 
 
The Mayor, Cllr David Linette, and Mrs Linette joined 
Ken Howe who had researched the history of the Barrow 
for many years and has written a booklet about it.  Sadly 
the Barrow has been gradually demolished so now 
nothing remains but our memorial board.
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AGM 20 April 2017  
at Strawberry Hill House 
 
Minutes of the Teddington Society AGM held on 20 April 
2017 at Strawberry Hill House. 
 
Members present 
Sheena Harold (Chairman), Alan Benns (Vice Chairman), 
Sally Howland (Treasurer), Geoff Howland, Brian Holder, 
Jenny Michell, Nick Picton, Keith Atkinson and about 80 
members. 
 

 
 
Chairman’s report 
Sheena thanked everyone for their hard work and 
commitment which had resulted in another successful 
year for the Society. Highlights included the visit of 
Princess Anne to Park Lane stables, the Village Fair, and 
the Society’s presence at Chestnut Sunday. Gardeners 
from Strawberry Hill House had helped with the planting 
of the flower beds by Teddington Hospital, and 
Christmas food parcels had been distributed thanks to a 
donation from the Hampton Wick United Charity. 
 
Geoff Howland and his team had organised litter picks 
and were thanked for their hard work. Teddington 
Society talks had been revived with a highly successful 
evening at the Lensbury Club with Ken Howe presenting 
the history of Teddington Lock. 
 
With Richmond Council the Society had organised a 
plaque commemorating the discovery of the only Bronze 
Age barrow ever found in London. 
 
Thanks were expressed to all group leaders and 
members who make such an important contribution to 
the local area. 
 
Apologies for absence 
Apologies had been received from Elizabeth Foster, Andy 
Weston, Donald Bell, Judy Asher, John Sutton and John 
Demont. 
 
Adoption of the minutes of the AGM, 12 April 2016 
Adoption of the minutes was proposed by Hilary Benns, 
seconded by Peter Denton and accepted. 
 
Matters arising 
There were no matters arising.

Treasurer’s Report 
Sally presented the 
accounts showing a small 
surplus for the year and 
thanked Pete Shaw, the 
independent examiner, for 
his help and advice. It was 
noted that the Society had 
a very healthy cash 
position of £12,471 at the 
end of the year, although 
£2,080 of this is 
designated as floats to 
cover up-front expenses 
for the Village Fair and 
Pram Race. It was noted 
that the aim is to donate 
all surplus income to local 
charities and members 

were invited to suggest suitable beneficiaries.  
 
Income was lower this year – there had been no 
Teddington in Flower event and the 2015 accounts 
included two year’s donations from Hampton Wick 
United Charity. 
 
This year’s Village Fair will be in support of Welcare, a 
family-support charity, and RUILS, which helps a wide 
range of individuals to live independent and fulfilled 
lives. The Pram race will support Momentum in its work 
with children who have cancer or other life-limiting 
conditions, and the bulding of an annexe at St Mary with 
St Alban church to allow it to be used for community 
activities.  Sheena thanked Sally for her report and hard 
work during the year.  
 
GROUP LEADERS' REPORTS 
Environment 
Geoff reported that he had stressed the increasing 
problem of fly tipping in Teddington with Councillor 
Fleming and was awaiting a response. He noted the 
welcome news that Richmond Council has no plans to 
reduce the frequency of the weekly household rubbish 
collections. 
 
A questioner from the floor, Terry Bray, asked when 
household rubbish is going to be incinerated at the new 
facility in Bristol rather than going to the current landfill 
site in Lincolnshire. Geoff replied that he will advise 
when he has more news. Finally Geoff invited members 
to join the environment group. 
 
Transport 
Brian reported that at a 
meeting at York House on 
18 April there had been 
overwhelming opposition 
from Teddington residents 
and businesses to the 
proposed cycle Quietway – 
particularly as it affects 
Teddington High Street and 
local parking. 
 
Although the Council have 
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no further plans to review the matter the Society may be 
asked to hold a public meeting to oppose the scheme. It 
was noted that consultation has been wholly inadequate 
and that the Teddington Quietway cycle scheme does not 
comply with TFL’s stated aim to provide “quieter, low-
traffic routes”. 
 

Dr Tania Mathias MP spoke 
in favour of the Society’s 
proposal and expressed her 
confidence in the Society’s 
eventual success in this 
matter. 
 
Planning 
Keith reported that as a 
result of its heavy workload 
the planning group is 
always looking for new 
members. 
 

Gardens  
Sheena reported that Teddington in Flower will be on 11 
June this year and Sian Morgan asked for volunteers to 
assist on the day. She also noted that  Bushy House 
gardens will be open this year and this is expected to be 
a good fund raising event having raised at least £1,000 in 
the past. 
 
Sheena introduced Pamela McHutchon, Outings 
Organiser, who noted that the Society had organised 
successful trips to Vintners’ Hall, The Geffrye Museum, 
Cutlers’ Hall and Frogmore Chapel during the year.  
 
The next trip is to the Twickenham and Thames Valley 
Beekeepers Association, near Twickenham Station, on 
31st May which would be an ideal event for half term. 
 
Adoption of accounts 
Adoption of the accounts was proposed by Alan Benns, 
seconded by Jenny Michell and accepted. 
  
Vote of thanks to the Treasure and Independent 
Examiner 
 
Motions 
There were none. 
 
Election of Officers 
Paddy Ching thanked the 
committee for their work 
during the year.  Alan and 
Hilary Benns are moving 
to The Isle of Wight and so 
Alan is retiring.  Sheena 
thanked Alan for his hard 
work and presented him 
with a selection of 
Teddington Society 
memorabilia.  

 
Alan thanked her and noted that he will still be working 
on organising the pram race and so we will still see him 
(and maybe Teddo the clown) in the future. 
 

 
 
In the absence of any new nominations the existing 
committee and officers were re-elected without 
opposition:  
 
Chairman Sheena Harold 
Treasurer Sally Howland 
Membership Secretary Jenny Michell 
Secretary Nick Picton 
Publicity Officer Sheena Harold 
 
Appointment of independent examiner 
Appointment of Pete Shaw as independent examiner was 
proposed by Nick Picton, seconded by Geoff Howland 
and accepted. 
 
Any other business 
None 
 
Close of business 
Sheena closed the meeting by reminding everyone that 
the first chaplain of Teddington was presented by the 
Abbot of Westminster in 1217 and so we are celebrating 
the 800th anniversary this year - events will be held 
from 10 June until November.   
 
A portable history of Teddington is being prepared by 
the Society. In October NPL will be hosting a discussion 
on local scientist and clergyman Stephen Hales with Ken 
Howe talking of his scientific achievements. 
 
Copies of the accounts and group reports were available 
to everyone at the meeting and are published on the 
website for those who could not be present. 
 
Finally, Sheena thanked all those who had attended and 
gave special thanks to Nick Dolan and all the volunteers 
and staff at Strawberry Hill House for making us so 
welcome. 
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TEDDINGTON ACTION GROUP (TAG) 
Geoff Howland 
 
A meeting on 28 April was organised by TAG for those 
attending “to learn more facts about the impact from 
Heathrow expansion” and some promotional material 
for the meeting was headed “Make Your Voice Count – 
Say No to a Third Runway”. 
 

 
 
Those speaking were : 
Dr. Tania Mathias MP who chaired the meeting. 
Lord True the Leader of LBRuT. 
Cllr. Martin Elengorn Teddington Ward Councillor. 
John Stewart of HACAN. 
Several members of the TAG gave the group's views on 
various topics, as they perceive them, including: 

 the inadequate public consultation by the 

Department for Transport 

 the environmental impact 

 effects on health and education 

 and the overstated economic benefits 

 

Geoff Howland (Environment Group) and Jenny Mitchell 
(Membership Secretary) and several other members of 
the Society attended the meeting which started at 19:40 
and concluded at 21:20. 
 
Three of the TAG speakers are Society members, as is the 
first questioner at the Q&A session who advocated the 
expansion of Gatwick. 
 
There is a video recording of the meeting on : 
http://www.teddingtonactiongroup.com  
 

 
JASPER'S GOSLINGS 
 

 
 
Brian Holder's grandson, Jasper, is following in his 
grandfather's footsteps as a photographer.  He spotted 
these little goslings with their mother in Bushy Park.  
(actually they might be ducklings – we're not sure!) 
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SLOWLY DOWN THE THAMES 
Tilehurst to Henley via Sonning (number 7 in an ongoing series) 
Alan and Hilary Benns 

 
 

We saw little of Tilehurst on either of our visits since the 
village (or, more accurately, the suburb of Reading) lies 
way to the west of the railway station and the river. Have 
a look at the map of the County of Berkshire and the 
town of Reading – they’re both wide and short – hugging 
the river. 
 
After attempting  to leave the station on the river side, 
where there wasn’t an exit, we were spotted as Thames 
Path amateurs and hailed by a genial old stationmaster 
who sent us in the right direction; up the hill and across 
the line by footbridge; then down to the river by wide, 
slightly slippery, steps. The towpath found, we were on 
our way again. 
 
The path here was narrow between the water and the 
wooded railway embankment high above. Soon we 
encountered a man gazing intently into the shallows of 
the river. “Don’t mind me, I’m just fish-spotting” was his 
cheery greeting. I suppose we should have guessed that, 
since he seemed to have no tackle with him that would 
allow him to do any more than spot the fish. 
 
The peace of the early morning was soon broken by the 
crackle of walkie-talkies and loud bellowing from the 
river. At first we thought that this was just one boat with 
an over-enthusiastic coach but the preponderance of, 
first cyclists, then families of walkers with pushchairs 
and picnics, and finally a vast encampment of tented 
pavilions on the ever widening grassy bank indicated 
that we had walked into the middle of a regatta. In fact it 
was the Reading Amateur Regatta and we were exactly 
one year early for its 175th Anniversary. 
 
Passing Caversham Bridge we skirted Reading town 
centre where high rise offices and hotels backed onto the 
path, together with houses from different generations. 
We walked under Reading Bridge which is dominated on 
its south end by the rotunda of Thames Water’s 
Clearwater Court and the monolith of Thames Bridge 
House (current occupants unknown). Beyond the bridge 
we skirted the grassy King’s Meadow before crossing the 
point where the River Kennet joins the Thames and the 
path comes uncomfortably close to the fast lane of the 
Great Western Railway.  

 
Once clear of the town the waterscape opens up to new 
marinas and lakes in flooded gravel pits. We passed the 
grounds and boathouse of (posh) Reading Blue Coat 
School and were soon at Sonning Lock where we took a 
diversion for lunch. Free gin and tonics were available 
(thank you for Fullers) and we tucked into warm scotch 
eggs and homemade piccalilli followed by an enormous 
plate of charcuterie. Mmm, mmm! 
 

 
 
After lunch we started off towards Henley; across the 
humpy bridge and down to the towpath. It was slightly 
slippery here and bounded by nettles (should have had 
poles). The view was pleasant enough but there was 
nothing remarkable for the next couple of miles until we 
bumped  into the boathouse of (very posh) Shiplake 
College and caught glimpses of the school itself high 
above. We left the river here for a diversion via Lower 
Shiplake and the Baskerville Arms (where hounds are 
welcome).  The Thames path continued “off-river” for a  
about a mile and just before getting back onto the 
towpath  we were able to peek through the hedges of 
Thames Side Court in Bolney to see its extraordinary 
miniature railway which includes a magnificent scale 
model of St Moritz railway station. This house is owned 
by a multi-millionaire but for the next significant 
property we saw you’d need even more! 
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Out of the backstreets and onto the river again. On the 
opposite bank you can see the grounds and approach 
road to Park Place, which was apparently the most 
expensive single property to have ever been bought in 
the UK (£140 million in 2011) and is now the subject of a 
legal wrangle between a Russian court and its purchaser; 
an ex-Chief Executive and co-owner of the Bank of 
Moscow. 
 
We finally had to negotiate Marsh Lock before we got to 
Henley for our overnight stop. Here the path leaves the 
bank and continues along a wooden causeway to an 
island in the middle of the river, then returns by a 
further walkway past the weir back to the Oxfordshire 
bank. From here an easy stroll took us into town and the 
Angel on the Bridge for a most welcome pint before we 
ventured into town to find our accommodation within 
the 16th century Row Barge Inn.  
 
Accommodation in the Row Barge was fine for me (at 5’ 
1”) but Alan struggled at times with the low ceilings.  We 
woke refreshed and ready for the easy eight and a half 
miles to Marlow next day. 
 

 

TREES AND GARDENS 
Sheena Harold 
 
HANGING BASKETS 
The hanging baskets on our main streets are provided 
free by the Council and this year look particularly nice.  
The yellow and blue colours are to draw attention to the 
Alzheimers Society. 
 
TEDDINGTON IN FLOWER 
Sian Morgan is doing a tremendous job so I hope you will 
go to as many gardens as you can.  The list of 
participants is enclosed and the £1 entry fee goes to 
gardening charities.  This year we're helping Strawberry 
Hill House get a trickle hose of some considerable length 
and we'll also help the Landmark Arts Centre do some 
work on their garden to beautify that lovely old building. 
 
TRIANGLE BEDS 
As you will have seen from the cover photo the beds are 
really settling in and looking very colourful but they do 
need a bit of maintenance so thanks to Alan and Hilary 
Benns for weeding them both the other week.   
 

 
 

They must have been working hard as a kind gentleman 
from the flats over the road brought them a tray of tea 
and biscuits!  So you see volunteering does have its 
rewards! 
 
RICHMOND IN BLOOM 
This is a busy time of the year for Bloom.  First we have 
the School Art Competition with the winning entry 
becoming the poster for the main campaign.   
 

 
 
Here you see the judges holding some of the entries.  (left 
to right) Lucy Kourpas, Susan Hare, Colin Squire the 
sponsor, the Mayor, Pat Schooling and Sheena Harold.  
Children from every school in the Borough can enter and 
hundreds between the ages of 2 to 16 do so.  All the 
winning works will be on display in the Landmark from 
Jun 1st - 17th. 
 
Next comes the School Garden Trophy which I help to 
judge.  Six schools have entered.   They are from Barnes, 
Twickenham, Ham, Hampton Hill and Stanley Road from 
Teddington.  Any school in the Borough can enter so we 
do hope more will next year.  Gardening can be used in 
Science classes, cookery and English classes for example 
so that it fits into the syllabus and the outdoor exercise is 
beneficial!  
 
Then the main Bloom that can be seen as you travel 
across the Borough will be judged in July.  So lots of time 
to get your front garden, window boxes or shop fronts all 
planted up.  Entries are accepted until 23rd June and 
you'll find the forms at Teddington In Flower and at local 
Libraries.   
 
TREES 
Following up a rumour that trees were being planted in 
Stanley Road and seeing the posts in situ, it turns out 
that the Council are putting in about 20 trees which will 
really brighten up that main road.   
 

 

ANSWERS TO PUZZLES 
 

 
 

"ten to ten" – yes, I know it's corny! 
 
And the letters on the toy blocks are: 

ACEGJK BHMVWZ IORSUY DFLNPT 
More details at:  www.marchland.org/blocks 
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TEDDINGTON CYCLE HUB 
 

 
 
The new cycle hub at Teddington Station, was opened 
last November by Deputy Mayor Kate Howard. 
 
Left to right Councillor Peter Buckwell, Cabinet Member 
for Transport, Alistair Wright SWT, Kate Howard, 
Councillor Jean Loveland, Borough Cycle Champion and 
Chair of Cycle Liaison Group and Sheena Harold. 
 

DEVASTATING DORIS 
 

 
 
Storm "Doris" did some spectacular damage in 
Teddington. 
 

 
 
Fortunately Geoff was there with his camera and Alan 
with his sabre saw.

METROPOLITAN AND CITY POLICE 
ORPHANAGE 

 
The Borough of Twickenham Local History Society has 
just published : 
'A Life Well Led': Richard Gardner (1842-1918) and the 
Metropolitan and City Police Orphanage, Twickenham 
written by Teddington Society member Christopher 
French.  
 

 
 
The book is based on the journals and diaries that 
Richard Gardner kept for most of his life and were 
recently deposited with the Twickenham Museum. 
 
It covers Richard Gardner’s teaching career, his family 
(he and his wife May had 17 children) and, in particular, 
his time at the Orphanage where he was the headmaster 
from 1880 until 1905. The Orphanage closed in 1937 
when it became Fortescue House School.  
 
It was demolished in 1971 and the site fronting Hampton 
Road between Loch Fyne Restaurant (originally The 
Nelson Pub) and Wellesley Road is now occupied by 
housing. 
 
To get a copy of the book which is fully illustrated and 
costs £6 contact Chris French on: 
christopher.french2@btinternet.com 
or 020 8977 8554. 

 

 
FARMERS' MARKET 
Sheena Harold 
 
Coming to Teddington on a Sunday in September at long 
last will be a monthly Farmers' Market.  This is 
something we've been suggesting for years but which the 
council is somewhat reluctant to help with, so it will be 
in the grounds of Turing House School.  Not an ideal site 
perhaps but worth trying to see how it works. 
 
If you wish to comment for or against, go to the Planning 
section of Richmond Council's web site: 
www.richmond.gov.uk. 
 
The reference number is 17/1455/FUL 

 
  



Page 10   Tidings 178 – Summer 2017 

FUNERALCARE 
 
We’re delighted to welcome Teddington Funeralcare, 
part of the nationwide Co-op service, as one of our latest 
Corporate Members.  
 
With an office in Broad Street, opposite Tesco, 
Teddington Funeralcare have been part of the local 
scene since October. They not only offer a caring 24-hour 
service every day of the year, but also intend to become 
an active part of the community. 
 
And, with this in mind, they’ve already signalled their 
intention of participating in this year’s annual Pram 
Race, with all proceeds going to charity. 
 

 
 
This is Sharni Mushod, one of the funeral service team, 
outside Teddington Funeralcare in Broad Street. 

 

 

BLOCK LETTERS PUZZLE 
 
A new kind of puzzle 
which I hope you will 
like:  It was devised by 
Michael Keller, and he 
has given permission 
for us to use one of his 
designs.   
 
You can read more 
about it on his web 
site:  
http://www.puzzlelaboratory.com/castword.html 
 
A single letter is on each of the six sides of four toy 
blocks. No letter is repeated. Any side of a block can be 
face up, and the blocks can be in any order.  The twelve 
words listed can be spelled face up using the four blocks.  
What are the six letters on each block? 
 

CHIP HERD WIFE DEWY HUNK THUG 

LASH MAID BILK ZINC VOTE JOWL 

 

CORONATION REVIEW 1902 
John Sheaf 
 

 
 
This image is one of a pair from a stereoscopic 
(bioscopic) view card. These were popular from 
Victorian times and went out of fashion as cinemas 
became popular from Edwardian times onwards. Special 
cameras with two lenses took two side by side images 
that were very slightly different and when shown 
through a special viewer appeared as 3D images. 
 
The picture is entitled “The Duke of Connaught and Lord 
Kitchener welcomed by citizens and soldiers, Coronation 
Review, Hampton Court Palace, England”.  It was 
produced by an American company called Underwood 
and Underwood.  They were located in Ottawa, Kansas, 
and produced stereoscopes and stereoscopic images, 
starting in the early 1880’s, and later pioneered the field 
of news photography, as here. 
 
The view is taken in Chestnut Avenue, Bushy Park and 
shows the route of the Coronation Review lined with 
Indian soldiers who were here to participate in the 1902 
Coronation of Edward VII.  Indian soldiers also came to 
the Coronations in 1911 and 1937 as well as Peace 
celebration in 1919 after the end of the First World War 
as representatives of their country.  
 
No doubt the variety of uniforms of the various 
regiments added to the splendour of the parades and the 
impressiveness of the occasion. 
 

TEDDINGTON SOCIETY MUG 
 

 
 
This is our newest mug - fuschia to partner the original 
blue one.  Still just £5.  Can be purchased from Stevens 
Tyres, Church Road or contact the Chairman.  
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TEDDINGTON800 EXPLAINED 
Anne McTear, Chair, Steering Committee 
 
There are two big things 
going on at St Mary's this 
year and next.  
 
Firstly we are hosting a six 
month festival to celebrate 
the Teddington 800th 
anniversary. 
 

 

And secondly we are determined to install facilities in 
the church to respond to the needs of the town it belongs 
to and the community it blesses.   
 
Now, if you're not a churchgoer, you might wonder what 
this all has to do with you and why should you take part. 
Well, in terms of a reason to support or contribute 
towards the 800 and afterwards the church facilities, I 
think it's this: 
 
The 800 is all about community and togetherness and 
making a difference locally. It's about building additional 
bonds between groups, sharing our rich heritage, making 
connections that can benefit everyone into the future, 
making us stronger as a town and, yes, reminding 
everyone too, that the church is, has been and always 
will be here for them if they ever want or need it. Yes, it's 
technically a celebration of 'the Parish' but parish really 
just means an area with its own identity and sense of 
belonging and we want to celebrate that with and for all 
of Teddington.  
 
Of course, the church is clearly a religious body and not 
everyone is religious, but the work of the church has two 
main aspects to it: Firstly ministry - being here for all 
people to worship if they want to or not if they don't, and 
also to help them mark their major life events - people 
still have christenings, weddings and funerals. 
 
Secondly and very importantly, mission - the serving, 
helping and supporting the community it sits in in 
whatever way it can - and it's here where the facilities 
are needed. 
 
The wonderful church building is satisfactory for 
worship but very poorly equipped for the second aspect 
of being a community focus. The church hall over the 
road is well used and the church could be just as alive 
every day and available as a resource for the whole 

community if it had the basic modern facilities of a toilet 
and a kitchenette. 
 
The hall serves family activities well but it is our ultimate 
ambition for the beautiful church building to serve more 
groups, particularly those which might benefit from such 
a lovely surrounding. We would dearly love to be able to 
run a carer drop in session or dementia cafe or an 
addiction support group or an elderly friendship group 
or lots of other lovely ideas - none of which mix perfectly 
with a toddler playgroup running in the next room in the 
hall and all of which could be a perfect use of the church.  
 
More than that, the church is an historic building that 
belongs to everyone in Teddington. At the moment, even 
though it's open every day, it is only really of use to the 
congregation, whereas really it should be for everyone to 
enjoy and in lots of different ways, probably some we 
haven't even thought of.  Schools could come to learn 
about local heritage for example (if only they could stay 
long enough without having to find a toilet).  It's such a 
special place, we shouldn't be keeping it to ourselves but 
we need some facilities in order to properly share it and 
we need a little help to make that happen.  
 

 
 
Many people think that local churches are funded by the 
big central church but in reality it is the other way round. 
Everything the church does in Teddington and the many 
charities it helps elsewhere, is supported only by 
congregational giving, some hall rental income and the 
occasional event like the traditional Christmas bazaar. 
The congregation definitely pays its way and will of 
course financially support the new facilities but just 
won't quite get there on its own. We want the church to 
better be a community resource and we're just hoping 
that the community will help us achieve that a little 
along the way.
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TEDDINGTON SOCIETY AT CHESTNUT SUNDAY 
Photos by Geoff Howland 

 

HAMPTON WICK UNITED CHARITY 
Tony Arbour, Chairman of the Trustees 
 
The HWUC has for more than 300 years given grants for 
the relief of need and to assist in the education of 
residents of the parishes of St Mary with St Alban and St. 
Mark in Teddington and St John the Baptist Hampton 
Wick. 
 
In recent years we have, for example: 
 Bought wheelchairs for invalids, washing machines 

and other white goods for people in receipt of 
benefits. 

 Enabled our schools to ensure that local children can 
afford to go on school trips. 

 Assisted scouts and guides to attend jamborees. 
 Funded the purchase of sports equipment for youth 

groups. 
 Helped people who wish to go on training courses. 
 
All applications are considered confidentially, 
sympathetically and compassionately.  Those who live in 
the area of benefit who wish to apply for help should 
contact the Clerk to the Trustees: 
258 Hanworth Road, Hounslow, TW3 3TY 
email. info@hwuc.org.uk 

 
Further information is on our website: 
http://hwuc.org.uk/ 
 

 
 
Last year the Teddington Society received a donation of 
£800 from the Hampton Wick United Charity to be used 
for Christmas Parcels.  Here are Geoff and Sally Howland 
with some of the parcels, which were then passed on to 
the Welfare Department for distribution. 
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WHO LIVED IN A HOUSE LIKE THIS? 
Sheena Harold 
 
The Society gets lots of queries, many from people 
researching various projects.  I love these as I'm 
naturally curious or, as some would say, just plain nosey!  
An email from the University of South Queensland, 
Australia caught my eye recently.  A researcher wanted 
information on The White Cottage in Park Lane which in 
the 1960s-70s had been the home of actor Roger 
Delgado.   
 

 
 
I remember seeing him often at the Station; a dapper, 
handsome, pleasant looking man quite a change from his 
saturnine role as The Master in Dr. Who in 1971-73. 
 

 
 
Roger Caesar Marcus Bernard de Delgado Torres Castillo 
Roberto (no wonder he shortened it!) was born in 
Whitechapel March 1st 1918.  His mother was Belgian, 
his father Spanish.  He claimed he was a Cockney born 
within the sound of Bow Bells. 
 
Sadly Roger was killed in a car crash during filming in 
Turkey on June 18 1973 aged only 55.  His widow, 
Kismet, was left penniless as their insurance wouldn't 
pay out and was taken in by Dr Who actor Jon Pertwee 
and his wife.  Does anyone remember the Delgados 
during their time in Teddington?  Do let us know and 
indeed if you have stories of other celebrities who live or 
lived here we'd love to hear about them. 
 

VIA 
 
We are delighted to welcome the VIA boutique as 
another one of our latest Corporate Members. 
 
After meeting at the Tennis club, Debbie Cassius and Sue 
Reynolds decided to take over the boutique VIA opposite 
Marks and Spencer.  They wanted to have a shop with 
the aim of dressing women appropriate for their age and 
lifestyle, no matter their shape or size, to help them look 
a better version of themselves. 
 

 
 
Debbie and Sue source the very best in wearable 
womenswear, from an exciting mix of eclectic brands not 
found on the High Street.  They are specialists in fitting 
jeans, and offer a personalised fitting service, with jeans 
that are comfortable in all styles to suit everyone. 
 
Via can help all women dress more confidently, whether 
it’s for a simple wardrobe update or creating a look for a 
special occasion.  They run free monthly styling 
workshops, teaching women about scale, shape and 
proportions.   
 
Their advice will guide you through the styles that work 
with your body shape, the colours and accessories that 
will suit you and show you how to wear the latest trends 
in the right way for you. 
 
If you mention that you are a member of The Teddington 
Society, you will receive 10% off your purchase for the 
whole of June 2017. 
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TEDDINGTON SOCIETY LECTURE 
 

 
 
Ken Howe, convenor of our History Group, lectured on 
"Teddington Lock" on 23rd February.  We are grateful to 
the Lensbury Club for their wonderful facilities. 
 

 
 

 
 
In fact, so many people turned up that the Lensbury had 
to find a bigger room! 
 

 
 
Sheena chaired a lively Q&A session 

TEDDINGTON CHORAL SOCIETY  
 
We welcome the Teddington Choral Society as a new 
Corporate Member. 
 
The Society  was founded in 1951 and performed under 
several famous conductors. Their repertoire covers 
Oratorios such as The Creation, Elijah and Handel’s 
Messiah; plus contemporary work, Chilcot, McDowall 
and Pärt and lighter music - Bernstein, British folk songs 
and songs from shows. 
 

 
 
Within the last two years Teddington Choral has 
increased membership, moved to larger rehearsal venue 
(St Catherine’s School, Cross Deep) and appointed a new 
accompanist and Musical Director, Sam Evans.  He has 
brought about a desire for the best performances. 
 

 
 
Although the choir is a community choir, with no formal 
audition entry, recent concerts have sold out and the 
concerts have been superb.  It is affiliated to Making 
Music and Arts Richmond. 
 
Teddington Choral retains its friendliness and is a great 
asset to the local Arts scene and the Community.  Come 
and listen or come and join! 
 
Next Concert: Saturday 1st July : 
Performance of Mass in Blue and Jazz Standards at 
Kingston Parish Church. KT1 1JP. 
 
Visit the web site at: 
http://www.teddingtonchoral.co.uk 
for all updates and photo gallery. 
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CORPORATE MEMBERS 
 
1 of 1   
Architecture:wk 
Beechgrove Press 
British Maritime Technology 
Broom Water Association 
Byrne Group PLC 
Curves of Hampton 
Dexters Estate Agents 
Elements Hair Salon 
Elleray Hall Social Club 
Elmfield House Dental Practice 
Fairwater House Residents Association 
Faststream Distribution Ltd  
Fiona Evans Dental Surgery 
Harmer Slater (Roger Sutton &Co.) 
Kagan Moss & Co, Solicitors 
Kindle Stoves 
La Casa Del Habano 
Landmark Arts Centre 
Langdon Down Centre 
Mela Mela 
Milestone Residential 
National Physical Laboratory 
Park Lane Stables 
Park Road Surgery 
Parsonage &Co  Solicitors 
Patrick O'Donovan (Maritime and Commercial 
Arbitrator) 
Quantum Group 
Shambles Bar and Restaurant 
Sims (Opticians) Ltd 
Snellers Estate Agents 
Squires Garden Centre 
St. Mary's University 
Stepping on Out 
Stevens Tyres 
Stone Rowe Brewer Solicitors 
Stoneydeep Residents Association 
Tamesis Club 
Teddington Artists 
Teddington Bowling Club 
Teddington Carpet Centre 
Teddington Choral Society 
Teddington Cricket Club 
Teddington Funeral Care 
Teddington Rugby Club 
Teddington Theatre Club 
The Fallow Deer 
The Financial Planning Group 
The French Tarte 
The Friends of Udney Park Playing Fields 
The Langdon Down Centre 
The Lensbury Club 
The Park Hotel 
The Strawberry Hill Trust 
The Tree Agency 
Turing House School 
TW11 Magazine 
Via Boutique 
Zeldaland 

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 
Jenny Michell 
members@teddingtonsociety.org.uk 
 
email and addresses 
Please let us know if you are not receiving occasional 
emails from the Teddington Society as we do not have 
email addresses for all members!  And please inform us if 
you change your email address or move house. 
 
Gift Aid and donations 
A big thank you to all our members who have added a 
donation to their subscription and/or have given us a 
signed Gift Aid form. In 2016 the amount we gained from 
Gift Aid was £714, a substantial amount and very much 
helps with our finances. 
 
Subscriptions 
We have a few members who have not yet renewed their 
membership subscription for 2017 so they have been 
given a letter instead of this newsletter. Membership 
cards have only been sent to those who sent in a SAE. If 
you have any queries about your payment, a standing 
order or Gift Aid please ring 020 8977 0772 or email 
members@teddingtonsociety.org.uk 
 
To renew or join you can  
 Pay online or download a standing order form at 

www.teddingtonsociety.org.uk  
 Send a cheque payable to The Teddington Society to 

5 Broom Park, Teddington, TW11 9RN. Please also 
include a SAE if you wish to have a membership card 

 
Membership rates are unchanged 
Family/couple £11; Individual £7; Senior(over 60) 
Individual £4;  Couple £5; Corporate £25 
PLEASE ADD £3.50 for those who do not live in TW11 
postcode or live in a block of flats with no separate post-
box, so that we can post your newsletter. 
 
We welcome the following new members  
John Anderson and Judith Rutherford 
Sian Hardy and Robert Smith 
Karen Saywell and John Hourigan 
Elizabeth Bull and Sanjeev Singh 
Ann Mortlock and Roger Clarke 
Richard & Carole Baker 
David Innes  
Andrew Breaks 
Robert Ivens 
Anne O’Neil McTear 
John & Ikuko Danby 
Paul & Felicity Jackson 
Ken Ward 
Beth Cartmell 
Stephen & Chantal Feeney 
 
New corporate members: 
Via Boutique 
Teddington Funeral Care 
Teddington Choral Society 
Beechgrove Press (formerly listed as Woodgate-Loydor)
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EVENTS 
 
May 31st 
VISIT TO TWICKENHAM & THAMES VALLEY 
BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION 
Twickenham Apiary, 41 Whitton Road, Twickenham 
TW1 1BH 
(3 mins from Twickenham station) 
Wednesday 31 May 2017 at 10.30 (and possibly 12.00) 
 
A great opportunity to find out more about the life-cycle 
of a honey bee, their effects on the 
environment and importance, not just for honey! After a 
short introduction followed by a viewing of 
a dummy hive and handling of frames - no live bees 
involved, we’ll be able to enter a nylon mesh 
hide in the Apiary while a beekeeper opens up a hive to 
bring out frames on which we hope to see 
nectar, pollen, honey, eggs and larva. 
 
Children are welcome, they’ll be able to try on veils while 
learning about our bees, a great way to 
occupy a morning during the half-term break. 
Cost £5 adults, £1 children. 
 
The Association is a registered charity run by volunteers. 
This is a minimum donation from the 
Society, you may wish to give more. Numbers are limited, 
if we have enough interest we will run 
another visit at 12.00 on the same day. 
 
Please arrive at The Apiary at 10.15 for 10.30 start. 
Bookings and cheques to Pamela McHutchon, Flat 3, 86 
High Street, Teddington TW11 8JD. 
email:  pmchutchon@btinternet.com 
or phone 07802 822 812 
 
June 8th – don’t forget to VOTE! 
 
June 10th (-11th) –  
Floral Festival St Mary's Parish church both days.  At 
2:30pm historian Paddy Ching will tell you all about the 
interesting memorials in the Church for Teddington 800 
celebrations.  Teas served in the Churchyard both days. 
 
June 11th –  
Teddington In Flower organised by Sian Morgan offers 
beautiful back gardens, a Nature Trail and the grounds of 
Bushy House.   
 
See full List of Venues enclosed.  Open from 2pm-6pm, 
£1 entry.  All in aid of local charities.  At 5pm Paddy 
Ching will be at St Mary's to talk about the church 
memorials.   
 
June 13th  
The Queen and Prince Philip will visit Hampton Court 
Palace on June 13th to  celebrate the Companion Of 
Honour now having the Chapel Royal as their home base. 
There will be a service at 6.30 and several Companions 
of Honour will be present. 

 

 
 

June 25th The Pram Race starts from the Masons Arms 
at 1pm and finishes at the Teddington Village Fair which 
is open from 12 noon-5pm at Udney Hall Gardens.  Free 
entry.  Free entertainment.    
 
Pram Race prizes awarded by the Mayor at 3pm.   Lot of 
stalls, food, drink and fun for everyone.  Money raised 
will go to local charities. 
 
July 10th 
VISIT TO SPENCER HOUSE  
27 St. James's Place, London 
Monday 10 July 
Built in 1756-66 for the first Earl Spencer, an ancestor of 
Diana, Princess of Wales, is London's finest surviving 
eighteenth-century town house. We have a guided tour 
lasting about 1 hour.  
Adults £12, concessions £10.  
Bookings and payment to Ms Pamela McHutchon 
Flat 3, 86 High Street, Teddington TW11 8JD.  
Mobile: 07802 822812 
Meet: 11.00 platform 2, Teddington Station - Vauxhall & 
Victoria line to Green Park OR directly at Spencer House 
at 12.15. 
 
July 18th 
11am: Coffee and home baked cake at Peg Woffington's 
Cottage 167 High Street as Tony & Betty open their 
historic cottage just for us.  Bring a friend or just come 
along for a chat.

Printed by Beechgrove Print Ltd, 47 Swinburne Road Putney London SW15 5EQ 


