
 
LETTER FROM THE CHAIR 
 

Far from bringing us the joys of Spring, 2020 has become our ‘Annus Horribilis’ as the Covid-19 virus swept 
across the country. Major gatherings were cancelled, so out went our AGM (see page 14); then Teddington In 
Flower (although we hope that the four promised new gardens will open next year); and of course the Village 
Fair. We had to disappoint our Corporate Member Sheddington, due to receive half of any profits, and our 
Sponsors, to whom we still remain grateful: The Lensbury (which themselves had to close in their Centenary 
Year); Kagan Moss, Solicitors in The Causeway, and Palmers Solicitors in Kingston. We very much hope they 
will all return next year to sponsor the 2021 Fair. 

Then came the terrible news that Ann Sayer, a long-time member of the Society and a former Group Leader, 
had succumbed to the virus in Kingston Hospital. I used to call her 'Annie Long Legs' because for every stride 
she took I had to take three! Ann was a geologist who worked 
for BP and one of our projects with Richmond Council was to 
get a new arm for the statue of Diana in Grove Gardens. 
Another was to get an information board put up to tell 
everyone the history of the Gardens. Ann was always happy 
to volunteer for the Society and she was just the person when 
it came to the River Festival which we ran for a few years. 
She was also just the right height to stand in the middle of our 
tent while we lesser mortals hammered in the four corners! 
On one occasion we entered a team in a Landmark Quiz and 
she chose our team name: Sheenannigans. Looking back 
through past Tidings, I found her in 2012 doing a 12-mile 
night walk in her pyjamas to raise more than £500 for the 
Princess Alice Hospice. She was multi-talented as you'll find 
if you google her or read her obituary in The Guardian and 
elsewhere: tinyurl.com/ybj6bdaq 

There are tributes to Ann on page 12. My thanks to Jane Cliff, 
Diana and Vic Lewis and John Elrick for sharing information, and to her neighbour Simon Lamb, who has 
emptied his shed and brought me loads of Ann’s files! When he cycled from Land’s End to John O’Groats Ann, 
having walked the route no less, gave him sound advice. She was generous and modest to a fault.  

It would be nice if we could find a way to honour Ann's memory, perhaps something connected to the river, so I 
am asking the Teddington RNLI if we can make a donation which will have Ann's name connected to 
it.  Hopefully something can be arranged in time to coincide with her Memorial Service.  The RNLI have 
recently lost their veteran fund raiser, with the death of lovely Freda Hale who was always to be found with 
their sales team at the Lock, Recreation Ground and our Village Fair.  Our condolences to her family and 
friends.    

 

SHEENA 
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CORPORATE MEMBERS 
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Beechgrove Press 
British Maritime Technology 
Broom Water Association 
Busy Bees Nursery 
Chase Buchanan 
CJH Brick Restoration  
Elements Hair Salon 
Elleray Hall Social Club 
Elmfield House Dental Practice 
Fairwater House Residents Association 
Hansons Auctioneers 
Harmer Slater (Roger Sutton & Co) 
Holland Hahn & Wills  
Home Instead Senior Care  
Kagan Moss & Co, Solicitors 
Kindle Stoves 
La Casa Del Habano 
Landmark Arts Centre 
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Teddington Artists 
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Teddington Rugby Club 
Teddington Theatre Club 
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The Friends of Udney Park Playing Fields 
The Lensbury 
The Strawberry Hill Trust 
The Tree Agency 
Trevor Aston Photography 
Turing House School 
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 
Jenny Michell 
 
Subscriptions for 2020 are now due. A big thank 
you to members who have already paid by standing 
order, cheque or cash. 
 
Please note this will be your last edition of Tidings 
unless we receive your subscription!   
Also be aware that we do not issue membership cards 
unless you send an SAE to the membership secretary. This 
is to reduce costs and enable us to keep the subscription 
rate the same as last year. 
 
If you pay by standing order 
Thank you to all members who pay by standing order. If you 
want to check this has come to us, please call or email as it 
is sometimes not clear who the payments to our bank are 
from if you have set up the payment yourself. 
 
We hope all members will wish to renew their 
subscription and continue to be part of the Teddington 
Society. 
 
There are two options: 
• Pay online at www.teddingtonsociety.org.uk. You can 

do this using any type of credit card or PayPal. You 
will receive a confirmation email.  

• Send a cheque, together with an SAE if you would 
like a membership card. 

 
Membership rates remain unchanged for 2020: 
• Individual: £7; Couple/family £11 
• Senior (over 60) Individual: £4; Couple £5 
• Corporate: £25 
 
Add £3.50 postage if you live outside the TW11 area or if 
we need to post your copy of Tidings (for example, you live 
in a block of flats where our deliverers cannot easily gain 
access). 
 
Send payments and queries to Jenny Michell, Membership 
Secretary, 5 Broom Park, Teddington TW11 9RN, email 
members@teddingtonsociety.org.uk or telephone 020 8977 
0772. 
 
If you would like to set up standing order (which we prefer) 
or sign a Gift Aid form, you can do this by 
• downloading forms from 

www.teddingtonsociety.org.uk, or 
• emailing members@teddingtonsociety.org.uk, or 
• calling 020 8977 0772 
 
We extend a warm welcome the following new 
members: 
Elizabeth Beal 
Peter Forbes 
Alison Redway 
 
And to our new Corporate Members: 
Busy Bees Nursery  
Rotary Club of Teddington and the Hamptons 

UDNEY PARK PLAYING FIELDS SAVED 
FROM DEVELOPMENT 
 

The Teddington Society has warmly welcomed the recent 
news that planning permission to develop Udney Park 
Playing Fields has been refused by the Planning 
Inspectorate.  

The Society, along with the Udney Park Playing Fields 
Trust (UPPFT), made a joint case to the Planning Inquiry 
objecting to the development of this important green 
space, and were backed by more than 1,000 people 
including the athlete Sir Mo Farah; JPR Williams, former 
international rugby player; Paul Sinton-Hewitt, Park Run 
founder; and Bill Sweeney, chief executive of the British 
Olympic Association. Many local, London-wide and 
national organisations also submitted objections to the 
planning application. 

“We look forward to the restitution of the playing fields for 
the sporting purposes intended by the original donor, 
Lord Beaverbrook,” said our chairman, Sheena Harold. 

The UPPFT added, “It’s amazing that Teddington raised 
more than £100,000 to be represented at the 14-day 
Public Inquiry. Thank you to all our donors – together, we 
have saved Udney Park and created a powerful 
precedent case that will help many other communities 
protect their green spaces.” 

The town can look forward to this wonderful resource 
being open to the public at last.  

• See also our Planning Group report on page 15  
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TEDDINGTON’S THESPIANS:  
MRS DORA JORDAN 
 
In the second of three special articles for 
Tidings about Teddington’s leading 
thespians, Dick and Gilly Hughes look at 
the life of Mrs Dora Jordan – 18th century 
comic actress and mistress of the Duke of 
Clarence, later King William IV 

Mrs Dora Jordan became mistress of the Duke of 
Clarence in 1790, moving with him into Bushy House 
when he became Ranger of Bushy Park in 1797. She 
maintained her position there for 21 years, when the 
Duke’s interests wandered elsewhere and she was 
obliged to move out. 

Born in 1761, Dora’s baptismal name was Dorothy but 
she always referred to herself as Dora. Her mother 
had been an actress and her father was the third son 
of an Irish judge. It appears they never married. 

In 1779 Dora began her stage career in Dublin, but 
she became pregnant by the theatre manager, 
Richard Daly. She moved to Leeds with her mother, 
brother and sister, and adopted the name of Dora 
Jordan. The child, Frances, was born in 1782. 

Dora’s career took her to London. There she met 
Richard Ford, whose father held a large financial 
interest in the Drury Lane Theatre. Over the next four 
years Dora and Richard had three children, one of 
whom died at birth. 

The reason why Dora’s relationship with Richard failed 
is unclear, but by 1790 she was involved with the Duke 
of Clarence. The Press had a field day, claiming that 
she was an unnatural mother who, for the sake of a 
princely connection, had abandoned her children. 

When she began her relationship with the Duke of 
Clarence she was living in Richmond and, later, in 
Petersham Lodge in Petersham. In 1794 the first of 
their children, George, was born, followed quickly by 
Henry (1795) and Sophia (1796). 

In 1797 when the Duke took up the post of Ranger of 
Bushy Park, Bushy House underwent major 
refurbishment, financed by a substantial payment from 
Dora and a loan from Coutts Bank. 

The family continued to expand with births recorded in 
1798, 1799, 1801, 1802, 1803, 1805 and the last in 
1807. All were named Fitzclarence. During this period 
Dora’s frequent absences from the public gaze were 
attributed by the Press to temperament rather than the 
calls of maternity. 

Dora was working hard and appeared in theatres 
throughout the land. Sometimes she was paid by 
performance and sometimes by a share of the net 
profits – but as swiftly as she earned money she 
disposed of it, largely to her demanding family. She 
appeared in Richmond, Bath, Margate, Covent 
Garden, Worcester, Coventry, Leeds, York, Harrogate, 
Wakefield, Bristol, Dublin, Liverpool and Chester. It 
was perhaps because of these extended absences 
that the Duke’s attention wandered. 

At a fete at Carlton House in 1811 the Duke’s eye was 
caught by 21-year-old Catherine Tylney-Long, a 
beautiful young lady with a fortune said to be worth 
£40,000 a year. The Duke wrote to Dora requesting a 
meeting to discuss terms of a separation. It was 
reported that Dora reacted with remarkable 
magnanimity, blaming the Duke’s action on want of 
money. 

Meanwhile the Duke’s proposals to rescue his finances 
and enliven his life were not going to plan. Despite 
some nauseating letters to Catherine’s mother, his 
offer of marriage was refused and approaches to 
others met with no success. The Times took up the 
story: 

“A certain Royal Duke is said to have made within the 
short space of two months matrimonial offers to no 
less than four young ladies of large fortunes. He has 
already been refused by three of them. What success 
he will have with the fourth remains to be ascertained”. 

Despite her reduced income Dora still received a 
steady flow of requests for support from members of 
her family, and she fell into debt. In 1814 she played 
Covent Garden, then started a tour of Margate, 
Sheffield, Carlisle and Dumfries, where she became 
poorly on stage. This tour marked the end of her 
career and, fearful of action by her creditors, she went 

Dorothy Jordan by John Hoppner, exhibited 1791.  
© National Portrait Gallery NPG7041 
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to St Cloud in France, where she died in 1816 at the age 
of 54. When her affairs were finally resolved her 
creditors were paid five shillings (25p) in the pound. 

This portrait of Dora by John Hoppner (1758-1810) 
shows a woman with strong facial features and 
abundant hair. She undeniably used her sexuality to 
further her interests, both as an actress and in her 
private life. All in all, she was a vivacious woman who 
made her world a brighter place. 

•In the next edition of Tidings, Dick and Gilly Hughes 
turn their attention to Peg Woffington – “seen by Society 
as a scarlet woman, but who was generous to the end”. 

PLASTIC BOTTLES SCULPTURE AT THE 
LANDMARK ARTS CENTRE HIGHLIGHTS 
MARINE POLLUTION 
 

This striking sculpture, on display in the woodland 
garden of the Landmark Arts Centre, was designed by 
teenager Kiera Jack of Teddington School and built by 
sculptor Lois Muddiman, using 1,000 plastic bottles 
collected from Heathrow Airport – an extraordinary 
statistic, but true. 

It’s the winner of the Plastic-Free Schools Competition, 
run by Robeco Asset Management and City to Sea, a 
not-for-profit organisation campaigning to stop plastic 
pollution. The sculpture is of an angler fish, a deep-sea 
creature where most plastic pollution is found, and won 
£1,000 for Teddington School. The prize will go 
towards an environmental project chosen by the 
school community. 

PINK MOON ON 7TH APRIL 
Donald Bell 
 

 

 

The so called Pink Moon is a "supermoon," a full 
moon that appears slightly larger than average. The 
moon’s orbit around the Earth is elliptical so its 
apparent size varies by about 10 percent each 
month.  April’s supermoon is named after pink flowers 
called wild ground phlox, which bloom in early spring 
and appear throughout the United States and 
Canada.   

 

Photo by Emma Durnford 

Photo by Donald Bell 

TEDDINGTON THESPIANS   
contd 
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MEMORIES OF ‘LOCKDOWN WALKS’ 
 

The Teddington Society has donated £250 to the 
SPEAR Housing Association, a Twickenham-based 
charity which helps homeless people in west and south 
west London find secure accommodation – always an 
important role, but crucial during the Covid-19 crisis. 

“We’d like to thank all who have supported us over this 
difficult time” said Susan Philpott, SPEAR’s interim 
chief executive. “Not only cash donations from the 
Teddington Society and other like-minded people and 
organisations, but also food donations collected at local 
supermarkets, and more than £10,000 donated to our 
crowdfunding campaign. All this has added up to an 
amazing show of generosity.” 
 
One positive aspect of the current situation is that 
people more than ever want to hear about 
organisations and individuals helping others. “There 
has been a lot of interest in how Covid-19 is affecting 
the lives of both rough sleepers and those who are 
having to practise social distancing in shared hostel 
accommodation,” Sue added. 

SPEAR – Single Persons Emergency Accommodation 
in Richmond – acknowledges that homelessness is 
more than just a housing issue, so it provides a range 
of accommodation and support services including skills 
development, tenancy sustainment, health matters and 
rough sleeper outreach. 

For more information, visit SPEAR’s website – 
www.spearlondon.org  

The pictures below were taken by our members Cathy 
and Rob Mearman, on their daily walks in Bushy Park 
during the restrictions. The top one shows the Canal 
Plantation long water from Upper Lodge Road.  

The bottom one is Heron Pond near the Diana Fountain 
car park. 

HELPING THE HOMELESS IN THE COVID 
CRISIS 

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES! 
 
During lockdown, a number of local businesses are 
offering gift vouchers to support their cash flow. We 
are aware of  

• Shambles: tinyurl.com/y8zofu2s. They are also 
donating 12.5% of all wine sales made via  
Berkmann Wine Cellars towards our local 
COVID-19 support group.  

• A number of other businesses are offering gift 
vouchers via this website: lovelocal-
richmond.co.uk/collections/teddington 

Companies offering home delivery can be found at 
www.myvirtualneighbourhood.com/teddington  

 

LOSS OF LOCAL BANKS 
 
Did you know that you can now pay cheques into your 
bank account via the local Post Office? 

LOCKDOWN ARCHIVE: A REQUEST 
 

To record these unique times for future generations, we 
are creating a photographic archive of Teddington in 
Lockdown (from which a small selection appear on the 
back page). If you have any photographs, we’d be 
grateful and delighted if you would contribute.  

Please send your images to tidings@tedsoc.co.uk  
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The Landmark, one of the Teddington Society’s valued 
Corporate Members, receives no core external funding. 
The Covid-19 lockdown has hit it hard – which is 
particularly painful as this year is its 25th anniversary 
and its fundraising celebrations have had to be 
cancelled. 

Lesley Bossine, the Landmark’s Manager, said that the 
arts centre’s outgoings had been reduced to a 
minimum, including furloughing of all but one member 
of staff. But with the doors closed and no income 
generated from events, the centre is viable only until 
August. 

Martin Nicholds added, “We’re doing all we can to seek 
funding but we’re not eligible for the government 
£25,000 Business Support Grant or the £750m 
package for charities in the social welfare sector, so 
we’re literally on our own, reliant on the support of our 
amazing local community.” 

Meanwhile, utilities, insurance, equipment leasing, 
accounting and maintenance costs for the Grade II* 
listed building all have to be paid for. So for now, the 
centre is focusing on digital classes – “we know that 
many people are experiencing higher degrees of 
loneliness at the moment” said Lesley, “and they really 
want interaction with each other. Although it’s different, 
doing something digitally can really help provide this”. 

 

If you would like to contribute to the Save The 
Landmark Appeal, donations can be sent to The 
Landmark Arts Centre, Ferry Road, Teddington TW11 
0BN. Or go online to tinyurl.com/save-landmark 

 

An urgent appeal for emergency funding by the 
Landmark Arts Centre is being backed by big names in 
showbusiness – not least among them Bruce Welch of 
The Shadows, actor and presenter Rob Brydon, Status 
Quo guitarist John ('Rhino') Edwards, the Norwegian pop 
band A-ha, Jed Mercurio, writer and creator of the BBC’s 
Line of Duty, and local actor Joseph May, whose 
television appearances include Band of Brothers and 
Holby City. 

Hundreds of local people have responded to the appeal 
as well. “We’ve been knocked out by the response, 
which really shows the love people have for the 
Landmark” said Martin Nicholds, Chair of the Trustees, 
“and we want to give huge and sincere thanks to 
everyone who’s donated. It’s fantastic – but the fact is we 
aren’t out of the woods yet.” 

Actor James May and young fans at a recent Landmark 
family event 

IN ITS 25TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR, THE LANDMARK ARTS CENTRE LAUNCHES  
URGENT APPEAL 
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This year marks the 75th anniversary of the end of the Second World War. After six years of war, peace came in 
1945: Victory in Europe (VE Day) on May 8th, but Victory over Japan (VJ Day) not until August 15th. 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, all events and gatherings to mark VE Day 2020 have been cancelled, not least here 
in Teddington, and we will have to wait and see if VJ Day commemorations can go ahead. Seventy-five years is a 
significant anniversary and a special service had been planned at St Mary with St Alban’s church in May. This may 
now be held in August. 

Two members of the Society's History Group who lived through WW2 have stories to tell of their school days before, 
during and after the war which we hope you will find interesting and amusing. On a more serious note we will be 
launching in August a companion Online War Memorial to our WW1 version.  Again this is all the work of researcher 
David Neller and will list the dead, both service personnel and civilians, from WW2 and will comprise a valuable 
research tool for historians and families wanting to trace their ancestors. More of that next time.   

  



Summer 2020 / 9 

PLEASE MISS, WHAT DID YOU DO IN THE 
WAR? 
Paddy Ching 

I was nearly 11 when war broke out in 1939, and I was 
about to start at my new school in north London. In my 
first term I went to school only on Saturday mornings; 
the next term I went every afternoon, then all day in 
the summer term – that’s because by then we had 
enough air raid shelters to accommodate everybody.  

 

In September the Blitz started and I didn't get much 
schooling until 1941, but at that age I soon caught up 
and I took my General School Certificate as expected 
in 1943 and was then going to study science in the 6th 
Form.   

 

My war effort was limited up to this time. My mother 
had joined the WVS (Women’s Voluntary Service) and 
was on duty in the office every week. She didn’t like to 
think of me staying alone at home so took me with her 
where I learnt book binding. The WVS collected books 
for the troops, but a number of them needed some 
repair before they were sent abroad. I played the violin 
at this time and was a member of one of the local 
orchestras and during the summer months we played 
in the park on a Sunday to entertain the public. Most 
of the girls knitted mittens for the forces. The boys, I 
think, joined the cadets hoping to join the RAF. 

 

In 1943 my school arranged for the senior girls to 
spend two weeks of our summer holiday at Bluntisham 
Farm in north Cambridgeshire, to pick plums. We slept 
on straw mattresses in the barn and were up early and 
off to the orchard in our new dungarees. Girls and 
women didn’t wear trousers in 1943 unless they 
worked on the land, so this was something new for 
us. We soon found out it was fun to climb 20ft ladders 
but it was much harder to climb down with a basket full 
of plums than it was to climb up with an empty basket!   

 

We could eat as many plums as we liked, and there’s 
nothing quite like the taste of a dew-covered ripe 
Victoria plum at 7 o’clock in the morning when high up 
in the trees. We went back to the same farm the 
following year, but the Victoria plums were nearly over 
so we switched to the black plums. However, they 
grew on much larger trees so the ladders were 
considerably longer – but we soon got used to them. 

 

VE Day in May 1945 brought to an end the war in 
Europe but we were still fighting the Japanese in the 
Far East. We decided to go down on a farm again that 
year, this time to Marlow in Buckinghamshire. The first 

week some of us stooked barley, an itchy occupation 
where we would stand a group of sheaves together so 
they would dry. Next we attempted to load sheaves of 
wheat onto the horse and cart. Wheat is heavy and 
slippery and to lift it with a two-pronged pitchfork isn’t an 
easy task. We were worn out by the end of the week and 
changed places with some of the other girls who had 
been lifting potatoes and weeding cabbages, both back-
breaking jobs. Today, these tasks are no longer carried 
out by humans; tractors and clever machines do it all 
now. 

 

 

On the 14th August peace was agreed with Japan and 
war in the world was over. The following day was a 
public holiday – VJ Day. Not being at home, we didn’t 
quite know what to do by ourselves. I remember walking 
across Marlow Bridge to watch a procession, after which 
I think we wandered around the town not knowing 
anybody – and I have to admit having my first 
cigarette. What a way to celebrate victory! Well, I was 16 
and I didn’t smoke again for a number of years and it 
didn’t become a habit.  

 

Back to weeding the next day, then home at the 
weekend and ready for the new school term in 
September. 

 

 

 

 

• Paddy Ching is a Vice-President of the Teddington 
Society and much-valued local historian. 
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NATIONAL  SERVICE  
- MY FIRST AND LAST DAYS 
Dick Hughes 

My last few days in the Army in September 1952 
were spent in the comfort of the Officers' Mess in the 
Royal Artillery barracks at Woolwich. I arrived for 
demob in a taxi, dropped my kit and reported to the 
Adjutant's office. “Ah, Hughes, due for release. Well, 
Staff will log you in and allocate a room. You will 
share a batman (valet). The formalities take a few 
days and you will be exempt duties during this 
period. However, the CO (Commanding Officer) will 
expect you to attend formal Mess Nights while you 
are here – there's one tomorrow evening by the way, 
so don't forget”. 

 

 

The formal Mess Night was certainly worth attending! 
We assembled in the anteroom where I received a 
briefing from the senior Lieutenant present. “We 
follow the CO in, we finish each course when he 
does, we follow the CO out. Once you’re in, you're in 
until the CO goes, so have a pee before you go. If 
you have to leave, for whatever reason, slide off your 
seat under the table and crawl out at the end.” 

 

The Mess itself was very grand, lit with chandeliers 
and serviced with extensive silver tableware 
(“liberated in the Peninsular War” I was told). We had 
two parallel mahogany tables linked at the top end 
where the CO sat. The chandeliers shed a soft light 
over proceedings. Food was served by WRACs 
dressed in white, and was unmemorable except for 
the cheese which was individually served after an 
equerry whispered in your ear “soft or mousetrap, 
sir?” Port was circulated on a magnificent model 
silver gun carriage (again “liberated in the Peninsular 
War”) which trundled round the tables. Proceedings 
were brought to a close by three sharp raps on a 
table which was a signal for the lights in the 
chandeliers to be turned up and the diners to rise to 
their feet for the Royal Toast. 

How different it was to my introduction to the Army some 
18 months before! I remember well that bitterly cold 
morning on 18 January 1951. At Euston station I waited 
for a train to take me to Park Hill Camp in Oswestry to 
start my military service. Dressed in a tweed jacket, grey 
flannel trousers and a tightly tied old school tie, I was 
looking for others in similar attire. Before long three of us 
had got together and were happily discussing the relative 
merits of our schools. During a visit to the dining car we 
picked up three other similarly clad recruits. On arrival at 
Oswestry we were ushered to a line of waiting coaches 
where all six of us piled in together and were driven to 
Park Hill Camp. 

 

 

The barracks were grouped in 'spiders' with a central 
ablution block and a pair of barrack rooms, each housing 
16 people, sited on each corner. Everyone had a bed 
and a cupboard (see sketch). Hot water was available to 
the wash basins and baths, but half the basins were 
broken and the baths rarely used. Enquiry revealed that 
a high proportion of our intake didn’t have a bath at 
home, so were unfamiliar with the concept. When 
anyone braved the cold, stripped off and jumped into a 
bath, they were greeted with jeers and, if not carefully 
guarded, had their clothes and towel removed. 
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One matter that figured prominently in my letters 
home during this period was the plethora of injections 
we were submitted to over the first two days. The 
worst were TAB 1 and TAB 2 which left the recipient 
drowsy and with a very sore arm. Needles were not 
changed between injections and after several users 
they became blunted. The guy at the end of the line 
had a hard time. 

 

The first haircuts caused great amusement. A letter 
home records, “Today we had our hair cut. 28 woolly 
recruits went into the regimental barber and 28 shiny 
eggs came out, each with a little mould on top.” 

 

Fresh out of school, I was still dependent to some 
degree on my parents. I still wrote to 'Mummy and 
Daddy' and touched my father for a pound from time 
to time when I ran out of money. 

 

After the first two weeks we all moved on to the next 
phase of our induction into the Army. We sorted out kit 

NATIONAL SERVICE 
contd 

issued to us and continued to polish and iron. Cynics 
claimed that the Army only had two sizes of everything 
– too large or too small. 

 

Then, on completion of our first ten weeks we were 
transferred to a Holding Battery pending our postings. 
We were no longer fresh recruits and were given 
various jobs or fatigues to do. At least we were in the 
warm. After eight days I became an unpaid Lance 
Bombardier (Lance Corporal). Now my food was eaten 
on plates, rather than metal trays – and, most important, 
I jumped the queue in the cookhouse! 

 

National Service was introduced under the National 
Service Act 1947 to counter the perceived post-WWII 
threat from the Soviet Union, and the last recruit was 
demobbed in 1963. Some of us saw active service, but 
most did not, and we regarded our time in the forces as 
an enforced gap year to be used to our advantage. For 
my part I left the Army with a driving licence, a 
commission in the Royal Artillery, which looked good on 
my CV, some Army kit which I still use – and a load of 
experience. 

Royal Artillery Barracks, Officers Mess, Woolwich 
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In April 2015 Ann stood down as Convenor of 
our Riverside & Open Spaces Group which 
she'd led for 16 years.   She was always one of 
the first to volunteer and contributed to many 
projects helping to make Teddington a better 
place.  Here we've put together tributes from 
people who knew and loved her to give you a 
flavour of her many talents.    

First John Demont, Society Chairman and now Vice 
President:   

"Ann was a very special lady, unique and full of character 
and always willing to help.  She was unassuming but 
behind that rather quiet approach was a sheer 
determination to influence matters and get things done. 
She was a doer.  Her determination manifested itself in her 
feats as a long distance walker. She was Honorary 
President of the Long Distance Walkers Association and 
held the Women's Record set in 1980 for walking from 
Lands End to John O'Groats. She was also the first woman 
to walk 100 miles in under 20 hours. She represented 
Great Britain at race walking and broke several world track 
records. Her contribution to the sport was marked in 2005 
with an MBE.  Members of the Society often said they had 
quite a job keeping up with her during Society activities . 
Not surprising!  As a lover of the outdoors Ann was ideally 
suited to the role of Convenor of the Society`s Riverside 
and Open Spaces Group which I was fortunate to witness 
at first hand when Chairman and since. Anything to do with 
the Thames and open spaces around Teddington was very 

This photo of Ann was taken in 1996 with Norris McWhirter 
(founder of Guinness World Records) at the launch of The 

Guinness Book of Records 1996 in which Ann featured as the 
oldest British female athlete after she’d competed in a 200km race 

in France in 1994 aged 57. 

ANN SAYER MBE   
16 OCT 1936 - 15 APR 2020   

much her concern and she made sure her Group and the 
Society contributed to any local policy decisions that were 
required.  Ann was an active member of the Friends of 
Bushy Park and the Thames Landscape Strategy Group. 
She had a particular interest in the upkeep of the Drawdock 
by Teddington Lock and the Teddington Gateway Project. 
She was involved in everything!  I have many memories of 
Ann, the most memorable when John Janzen in 2004 asked 
Ann, my wife June and me to accompany him to 
Buckingham Palace to receive his MBE.  Little did we know 
then that the following year Ann was to receive a similar well 
deserved honour.  The Society and Teddington as a whole 
owe a great deal to Ann Sayer. She was special and we are 
all the better for knowing and working with her and 
particularly for her friendship." 
 

Bushy Park was very much Ann's domain as Pieter 
Morpurgo, President of the Friends recalls:   

"I was very sad to hear the news.   She had been a member 
of The Friends of Bushy and Home Parks for some years 
and regularly attended our walks and talks.  She was a keen 
and popular volunteer at our Visitor Centre, and formerly our 
old Information Point.  As the Parks and Open Spaces 
representative of the Teddington Society, she was in touch 
with me when I was chair of FBHP to talk through various 
aspects of her role.  She also volunteered with the Oak 
Processionary Moth surveys in the early years.  She was 
knowledgeable on all aspects of the parks and took a great 
interest in the ecology and all aspects of the parks.  She will 
be as sadly missed by FBHP as she will be by the 
Teddington Society." 
 

Another aspect of Ann's love of Bushy Park towards the 
end of her life is recalled by Donald Bell, former editor of 
Tidings:   

“Ann was a very “green” person – more so than the rest of 
us on the committee, with the possible exception of David 
Lawton.  So she often found herself in a minority, for 
example over the proposed Ham Hydro project.  But she 
was a lovely person and passionate about the environment 
around the Thames.  In recent years she moved into the 
Deer Park View Care Centre, in Bushy Park Road, just 
beside the Sandy Lane Gate of Bushy Park.  On a Saturday 
morning, some of the residents would come just inside the 
gate to cheer on the people doing the parkrun.  One of them 
was a lady called Elisabeth (Marris), so that region is known 
as “Elisabeth’s Corner”.  Sometimes Ann would come, 
too.  On one occasion, Elisabeth did not show up, so the 
runners greeted Ann with “Thank you Elisabeth” in the usual 
way, not noticing the difference  (not me, I always stopped 
to say hello to Ann – I was glad of the excuse to take a 
breather)." 
 

Following a fall resulting in a broken hip,  a lower limb 
amputation caused Ann to have to move into Deer Park 
View.   Her health deteriorated and she was moved to 
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TEDDINGTON IN FLOWER 
 

The pictures below are from one of the gardens which 
had been lined up for Teddington in Flower 2020, 
belonging to Kitty & Geoffrey Wass.  

www.kittywass.co.uk 

Kingston Hospital where tragically she contracted the 
Covid-19 virus.  Hilary Marshall of our Historical 
Research Group recalls another of Ann's interests: 

"Thanks for the sad news of Ann Sayer - and how ironic that 
she had been in hospital for something else. I only knew her 
slightly from having been in the same group about 10 years 
ago doing botanical painting with Marcia Hughes (v. good) 
at the Landmark, but I do remember particularly being very 
impressed by the excellence of her painting of, I think, a 
hydrangea.  I also remember her advising me as a 
newcomer to join the Teddington Society (which in fact I had 
already joined). I last  recall seeing her in the procession on 
Chestnut Sunday."    
 

And a final word from Andy Weston, current leader of 
the Riverside Group, who saw her shortly before her 
death: 

"As well as chairing the Teddiington Society group Ann was 
active in the Long Distance Walkers Association and 
became President of their Centurions, a fitting accolade to 
the first woman to achieve this title. She also was a keen 
member of the Health Walks in Bushy Park and her last 
committee role was representing the Health Walks on the 
Community Action Group which I attend on behalf of the 
Society, which oversees the Thames Landscape Strategy. 
Ann also volunteered at Strawberry Hill House.  A 
remarkable woman with a meticulous and methodical 
approach to life and sport who was also very modest about 
her own achievements, especially as they were achieved in 
an era when life was, or could be, very unfair to female 
sporting competitors."  
Ann was cremated on Friday May 1st at Kingston 

Crematorium with the Rev. Joe Moffatt in 
attendance.  There will be a Memorial Service as soon 
as it is possible to arrange one at St Mary With St 
Alban.   

The photo above was taken in 2005 and shows Ann with her 
brother Victor at the Palace after she had been awarded an 
MBE by the Queen for Services to Sport  

ANN SAYER 
contd 
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AGM POSTPONED 
 

We sent out postcards to those without email, and an 
email to those we know have, so we  hope we informed 
everyone that we had to postpone this year’s AGM. We 
will rearrange it as soon as it is safe to do so.  

HISTORY GROUP 
Sheena Harold 
 

The History Group differs from our other groups in that 
it doesn’t have a group leader at the moment. Group 
members such as Paddy Ching, Ken Howe, Dick 
Hughes and David Ivison have done their fair share of 
leading the group in the past, but now feel they need a 
rest! It is a fully functioning group, meets regularly and 
answers all sorts of queries about Teddington. Its 
members contribute many articles to Tidings and you'll 
often find stories by Ken Howe, Paddy Ching, Dick and 
Gilly Hughes and Hilary Marshall.  

In addition, Diana Macdonald regularly provides a 
somewhat historical quiz for the New Year party. Dick 
Hughes arranged for Jane Baxter, retiring from LBRuT 
Local Studies, to come to the Adelaide to give members 
of the Society an illustrated talk about her work and the 
historical resources which are available to us. It was a 
sell-out. We may organise more such events if the right 
subject arises. 

Meanwhile, here are the Group Reports and Accounts 
that you would have had on Tuesday 21st April at the 
Normansfield Theatre. 

 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER 2019
ABBREVIATED SUMMARY OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2019

£ £ £ £ £ £

Bank balance brought forward 16,851 15,993

Income
Membership subscriptions, donations and gift aid 8,157 7,396
Teddington in Flower 1,260 2,432
Teddington Fair and Pram Race 523 2,518
Concerts 1,062 2,236
Donations received 500 750
Other income 1,231 2,139

12,733 17,471

Expenditure
Newsletter 2,930 3,013
Charitable disbursements 5,372 10,545
Other expenditure 2,762 3,055

11,064 16,613

Surplus for year 1,669 858

Balance carried forward 18,520 16,851

S A Howland - Hon. Treasurer P J Shaw - Independent Examiner

2019 2018
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PLANNING GROUP 
 Keith Atkinson  
 

TSPG currently consists of 11 members, who meet 
every five to six weeks to discuss any matters to do 
with Teddington’s built environment. These might be, 
typically, residential planning applications, but also, for 
example, major local developments, the emerging 
London Plan & the LBRuT Local Plan. 

Members of the group come from many different 
backgrounds, some of which are property or planning 
related but this is by no means a pre-requisite. In fact, a 
broader spectrum of views is always valuable. The only 
qualification for group membership is to care for 
Teddington and how it develops.  

During the last 12 months we considered 109 planning 
applications. We submitted comments or objections on 
14, out of which 5 were refused, 6 were approved and 3 
are currently undecided. Of the 6 applications which we 
objected to or commented on 4 were amended before 
being approved and 3 were in line with the comments 
we had made. 

Typical reasons for an objection or comment might be 
issues of scale and massing as well as being out of 
character with either the street scene or a wider 
conservation area. The majority of applications are from 
householders for extensions etc, but with the relaxation 
of Permitted Development rules many proposals do not 
now require Planning Approval. 

Increasingly it is the medium to large projects that have 
occupied us. Over the past year these have included 
new developments  at 2-4 Udney Park Rd (Bagnalls 
Yard)—now rejected, the old HSBC site at 42 High St
(not yet decided by the Planning Committee) & 4-6 
Manor Rd (which has gone to Appeal-probably to be 
heard in September). We submitted objections to all of 
these. 

 

The Planning Inspector has now dismissed the Appeal 
by Quantum to develop Udney Park Playing Fields and 
their Planning Application is therefore refused. The 
Friends of Udney Park raised over £100,000 from 
Teddington supporters to have representation at the 
Inquiry. The result was undoubtedly heavily influenced 
by the “Local Green Space” status granted for the site, 
a proposal originally submitted by the Teddington 
Society and FUPPF in 2016!  It will now be interesting 
to see the next moves of Quantum and other parties 
interested in the outcome such as the CIC & Park 
Road GPs. Hopefully a community solution will be 
forthcoming to acquire the site, refurbish the Pavilion & 
introduce sport for all. 

Current projects under our consideration include the 
LBRuT ideas for Elleray Hall. The Group are broadly in 
favour of these on planning grounds and on good use 
of Council owned sites. But because there are other 
community issues to consider we are waiting until the 
next more detailed set of plans emerge in a few 
months and then to contribute to an overall Teddington 
Society consensus on the proposals.  

We all want good mobile phone coverage but we are 
concerned at the seemingly unregulated installation of 
telecom masts and, more troubling, the proliferation of  
street level boxes, 

The planning application for a pedestrian gate at the 
Bushy Park’s Lion Gate was approved in 2019 and we 
were advised that funding for this and agreement 
between Royal Parks and the adjacent Hotel 
Developer had been secured. We are disappointed 
that nothing however has happened which does not 
reflect well on the parties involved. 

32 additional  Buildings of Townscape Merit (BTMs) in 
Teddington were listed in 2019 plus expanded 
Conservation Areas  We have added details of these 
to our well-consulted BTM Register which you can find 
on the Society’s website. 

As to the Borough, we regularly correspond with 
officials of the Council Planning Department & had a 
helpful meeting & exchange of views recently. We very 
much support the efforts of Richmond Council to 
increase genuinely affordable & social housing in the 
borough. A new Richmond Local Plan is now under 
way with greater emphasis on climate and green 
issues than previously. We will submit our thoughts to 
the consultation in due course. The emerging London 
Plan has been rejected by the Secretary of State as 
insufficiently ambitious on housing. This could put 
pressure on Richmond. 

We very much welcome new members with fresh 
views to the Planning Group to help with this workload. 
We all enjoy our get-togethers  and feel we make a 
difference.  

If you would like to get involved please speak to one of 
us or email planning@tedsoc.org.uk  
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ENVIRONMENT GROUP 
Geoff Howland 
 

Last year I reported that the number of litterpicks 
undertaken by the group in 2018 had been curtailed 
as a result of my having an infected hand. In 2019 a 
similar curtailment was occasioned by a seventeen 
stitch procedure to my left shoulder (what next I 
wonder?) but notwithstanding that we had several 
successful litterpicks including the annual Riverside 
pick on the longest day of the year, which we rounded 
off with a few enjoyable libations in the nearby Tide 
End public house, and the well attended pick at the 
War Memorial on the day before Remembrance 
Sunday. Thanks to the large turnout at the latter and, 
for once, reasonable weather we got the whole area 
around the hospital frontage and War Memorial into 
excellent order. 

Flytipping continued to be a problem at the Cedar 
Road, Elmfield Avenue and North lane (Tesco) re-
cycling sites throughout the year but I’m pleased to 
report that LBRuT always dealt with the matter as 
soon as it was reported. 

 

The group was, as ever, involved with Chestnut 
Sunday and the Village Fair and later in the year 
assisted St. Mary with St. Alban church with the loan 
of the Society’s gazebo for use as an outdoor overflow 
venue for the popular and over subscribed Christmas 
Eve crib services. 

As reported last year the Society has taken over 
responsibility for the Elmfield Gardens  WWI poppy 
memorial and I wish to record here the Society’s 
appreciation of the work undertaken by LBRuT  Parks 
Department to re-turf the area adjacent to the structure 
and erect an additional fence to deter folk taking a 
short cut across the grass and ruining it. The work was 
completed just prior to Remembrance Sunday and has 
enhanced the appearance of Elmfield Gardens as a 
whole as the photographs on page 8 of Tidings No. 
189 prove. 

GARDENS GROUP 
Sheena Harold 
 
Teddington in Flower 
For the first time I can remember we had bad weather 
which kept numbers down and gave me a chill! However 
Siân Morgan had organised a great afternoon’s tour for 
the Deputy Mayor, Cllr James Chard, who visited them 
all. Many thanks to gardeners Dick and Gilly Hughes, 
Kitty and Geoffrey Wass, Janet Pollock, Gianna 
Saccomani, Caroline and Peter Sayer and Andy and 
Claire Oakley, who between them raised £1,206.10 for 
charity. We topped that up to £1,300, gave half to the 
Landmark Arts Centre to improve their wooded area, and 
retained half for Society horticultural projects. 
 
Parish Churchyard 
Throughout the year our colleagues in the Environment 
Group led by Geoff Howland have helped clear the 
overgrown churchyard. A classic example of inter-group 
activity.  
 
Poppy Memorial 
Sadly two of the three metal poppies in Elmfield Gardens 
were vandalised and bent out of shape. Thankfully, 
Elizabeth Foster, the main donor of the sculptures, 
contacted the makers and following their instructions 
managed to straighten them. Later in the year the grass 
which had been damaged by people taking short cuts 
instead of staying on the paths was beautifully replaced 
by Richmond Council’s Parks Department, who added 
low matching railings to further protect the memorial. 
 
Richmond Borough in Bloom 
Gold certificates were awarded to the front gardens of 
Judy Asher, Sally Howland, Brenda Virdee, Jill Smith 
and Kate Suttle, as well as the Methodist Church, Elleray 
Hall and the Adelaide pub in other categories. Altogether 
13 Teddington gardeners were winners in what turned 
out to be the last year the competition will be held – this 
is because Borough in Bloom’s chairman and leading 
light, Pat Schooling, stood down from the Chair in 
December after 30 years in office. 
 
Craig Does It Again! 
Once again Craig Ruddick has come to the rescue and 
identified a mysterious sapling on the corner of Queens 
Road and Park Lane as a Turkish Hazel (Corylus 
colurna), native to south-eastern Europe which bears 
fruit that has a fascinating husk. Craig is the Council’s 
Arboriculture Manager and is busy planting a lot of street 
trees in Teddington. 
 
New Garden Helpers Needed 
We have to thank both Siân Morgan and Kate Suttle for 
their help but both have now moved on to pastures new. 
Volunteers to help organise Teddington In Flower are 
now wanted, so do let me know if you can help. It’s a 
major fundraiser for us and with a bit of hard work you 
can give hundreds of people a lovely day out… weather 
permitting! 
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TRANSPORT GROUP 
Brian Holder 
 
Covid-19 adversely affecting everything 
Very little has happened on the transport front over the 
last year, but Covid-19 will affect every aspect of any 
future decision for years to come. From an economic 
point of view, priority must be given to preserving and 
protecting our local services and commercial 
infrastructure, especially our shopping centres which 
are currently under lock down and cannot trade. These 
vitally important shopping and business centres have 
been under serious threat from internet sales for some 
time, and a combination of inability to trade and 
significant growth of internet sales is weakening all 
businesses, so the Society will be taking steps to 
ensure that the Council and our Councillors make 
decisions that protect and support our local businesses 
and preserve and enhance local employment. Our first 
choice for urgent support is the Waldegrave Road end 
of the High Street which desperately needs at least the 
installation of 20 additional Pay and Display places 
outside the RHP Offices in Waldegrave Road, in the 
section of road which is empty 10am until 4.30pm 
every weekday. 

 

Introduction of 20mph Zones a year ago – air pollution 
now down 50% under Covid-19 
Most of the 20mph teething problems have been 
ironed out, and most drivers are broadly observing the 
new speed limits. As expected, there had been no 
noticeable increase or decrease in air pollution until 
Covid-19 traffic bans came into force, and traffic 
induced air pollution levels are now around 50% lower 
than before. These lower levels of air pollution may 
well remain until the economy recovers, and if it 
doesn’t, there is just a possibility that if enough drivers 
switch to electric cars, the current low levels could be 
sustained. 

Cycle Routes, Cycle Hangers and possibility of new 
pedestrian/cycle bridges over the Thames    
There was almost no progress at all in identifying new 
cycle routes under the previous administration, and 
very little under the new administration except for an 
important TFL scheme for the London Road/A316 
junction which introduces significant safety 
improvements, including revised roundabout sizes and 

signal controlled crossings to make cycling and walking 
much safer.  

The Council is looking to introduce Cycle Hangers in 
various parts of the borough where there is little safe 
parking for bikes and residents have asked for them. 
They take up about one parking bay each and will cost 
£72 per year to rent a space inside (see photo of hanger 
in Lambeth). The Council has done some research into 
likely locations and will consult about their proposed 
locations which will be subject to gaining planning 
approval.  

 
There is a proposal for a cycle/footbridge adjacent to 
Hammersmith Bridge, which if installed, might eventually 
become available for installation elsewhere once 
Hammersmith Bridge is repaired. Quite separately, there 
has been an excellent report about various potential sites 
for a cycle/footbridge over the Thames upstream of 
Richmond – the one we would like to see in place is just 
downstream of Eel Pie Island as it was agreed as the 
best location by the Cycle Liaison Group as long ago as 
2001. If a new bridge cannot be afforded, the ex-
Hammersmith cycle/footbridge might be suitable as and 
when it becomes available.        

Possible Teddington CPZ Review 
A questionnaire was sent round most addresses in 
Teddington asking for various details about parking in 
early March. This questionnaire should have been the 
subject of consultation with the Teddington Society and 
Hampton Wick Association and other local organisations 
under the new consultation arrangements. This would 
have resulted in a more informative document which 
could have included the pluses and minuses of CPZs, 
and in particular, much better use of available kerbspace 
by using Community Parking Spaces as visitor parking or 
shared use, rather than keeping them empty during the 
hours of operation. We are to seek further discussion 
about this document and hopefully agree an improved 
consultation procedure. 
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Round up of main points over the year 

 

1. The illegally moored “live aboard” craft are now 
outside of our area, mostly opposite Garrick’s 
Villa on Hurst Park and on the bank between 
Platt’s Eyot and Walton in Elmbridge. Well done 
Richmond Council in implementing the by-laws 
preventing illegal long term mooring in our area.  

2. The litter problem on the Ham Bank over the 
bridges which our members have commented on 
in previous years has improved. The Ham 
volunteer group have promised to keep up litter 
picking work in that area when they are able to do 
so.  

3. Flood prevention overspill weir – it seems that the 
EA have given a green light for planning work to 
re-commence on the project. If it went ahead it 
would fundamentally change the appearance of 
the lock ait with the addition of a concrete spillway 
next to the boat rollers. A gap in funding and other 
priorities for the EA probably means any start on 
construction is not imminent. The position on this 
issue will be monitored by the Society.  

4. The building work next door to the Anglers on the 
studio site has just about been completed and the 
full scale and impact on the lock and Ferry Road 
area of the flats built on the studio site is now 
apparent. The walkway on the river front between 
the Anglers and the Lensbury in the development 
is now open to the public, accessible by the paths 
either side of the estate office.  

5. For members with an interest in the river the 
Thames Landscape Strategy “TLS” initiative is in 
real danger of being killed off as the Councils in 
the area with river frontage are proposing to 
withdraw financial support from the two people 
who co-ordinate and organise the work of the TLS 
along the river from Kew to Weybridge. They are 
based at Holly Lodge in Richmond Park with 
Richmond Council as their “lead sponsor” and 
employer. Kingston have decided to withdraw 
funding, Richmond are considering a cut this 
financial year and Hounslow is reducing their 
contribution. This means the work they do in 
clearing the towpath, litter picking and lobbying 
about planning issues next to the river etc. is 
under threat. There is a charity now formed, the 
Father Thames Trust, that has been set up to 
receive business and personal charitable 
donations to keep their projects going but there is 
a real risk that this work could cease altogether. 
See more about what they do and ways to 
contribute to the Father Thames Trust on their 
Facebook page, or on www.thames-landscape-
strategy.org.uk  

RIVERSIDE  GROUP 
Andy Weston 
 

In general terms the year to March has been a 
relatively peaceful one without major issues but literally 
ended with a bang at the end of February with an 
explosion and fire just after 01.30 on the boat moorings 
at the end of Ferry Road. 

 
The cause is thought to have been a short circuit on an 
electrical connection to a moored boat which caused 
the pontoon to catch fire and ignited a second boat 
burning through the mooring ropes, both drifted ablaze 
downstream causing a small fire on a third boat. 
Thanks to the EA staff the two adrift were “corralled” 
into the locks to stop pollution and burning wreckage 
drifting downstream on the tidal Thames. The 
Teddington RNLI team also were active to prevent 
further damage and to check there were no people 
involved. The LFB doused the fires with four engines 
attending this incident. Both main locks were closed for 
some time until the sunken wrecks were lifted and 
cleared.  

 

 

 

 

 

RNLI /James Kavanagh 

Photo by Pat Walsh Ltd 
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EVENTS 
 

In response to the government’s coronavirus advice we have cancelled or postponed all our activities planned for 
this year up to November. We hope be able to reinstate the AGM when conditions allow. 

THE NEW TEDDINGTON OPERA 
COMPANY AND OTHER EXCITING 
MUSICAL PROJECTS 
Alexander Jeffries 
 

The Teddington Society has been instrumental in the 
formation of our new opera company, The Teddington 
Opera Company, with the main goal of bringing some 
world class singing and music to Teddington, to 
support and nuture exceptional new talent, and giving 
them a chance to perform in some amazing venues, 
whilst supporting local charities. In these uncertain 
times we are not sure exactly when our next 
performance will be, but are very happily moving 
ahead with the formation of the company. 

Back in 2017, Diana Gillespie suggested the possibility 
of producing some opera and music evenings in the 
beautiful theatres and venues in Teddington, 
supported by the Teddington Society, and with 
proceeds going to local charities. I myself am an opera 
singer based in London, and with a network of great 
talent we proceeded that year with a production of 
Bizet’s Carmen, and an Evening of Opera 
Classics, both at the wonderful Normansfield Theatre 
in the Langdon Down Centre. London is one of the 
greatest places in the world for classical music and 
opera, and the pool of talent is phenomenal. So far 
we’ve had singers from The Royal Opera House, The 
English National Opera, Glyndebourne, Opera Holland 
Park, and Garsington, as well as students of the Royal 
College of Music and Royal Academy of Music. 

Pivotal to the success of this project has been Chief 
Artistic Director and conductor Sonia Ben-Santamaria, 
who was the first female graduate of the Royal Opera 
House Jette Parker programme, there she was invited 
to observe Antonio Pappano on various productions, 
and is currently working with Opera North. Sonia made 
her first major UK conducting debut last year with 
Opera Holland Park, conducting Verdi’s Un Ballo In 
Maschera. Last year she was also one of six female 
conductors chosen worldwide for the Dallas Opera 
Hart Institute, at which time she was commended for 
her talent by the daughter of the great Leonard 
Bernstein, and given the permission of the Bernstein 
family to use the name of the maestro’s orchestra, the 
‘Citizen Artist Orchestra’.  Now Sonia intends to launch 
a new orchestra with this name - a project we hope to 
premiere in Teddington soon. Jamie Bernstein wrote 
of Sonia: “My father, Leonard Bernstein, was truly the 
original “citizen artist;” all his life he used his art to 
make the world a better place. Today’s performing 

artists are inspired by his philosophy. Sonia Ben-
Santamaria’s Citizen Artists Orchestra is a happy 
demonstration of this deep and meaningful connection 
to my father’s legacy as a lifelong humanitarian”. 

True to the values of our new company in nurturing and 
training new talent, Sonia has taken under her wing 
Musical Director and conductor Marina de Lucas, who is 
an international award winning pianist, who studied at 
The Royal Academy of Music and was selected as one 
of the repetiteurs of the George Solti Academy in 
Venice. 

Under the musical leadership of Sonia and Marina, we 
performed our very successful concert of La Traviata 
last November again at the Normansfield Theatre. We 
had been hoping to hold another opera evening this 
summer, but this is unfortunately now looking 
unlikely.  Another project we are working on is 
Bernstein’s Chichester Psalms, hopefully involving some 
other local choirs, to commemorate the 30th anniversary 
of his death, as well as some of his previously 
unperformed pieces.  One or two evenings may be held 
at the Landmark to raise funds for the arts centre, which 
is our much-loved venue in Teddington.   However the 
Teddington Society will be the first to know when we can 
hold any further concerts.   

To end the year is our very exciting run of Donizetti’s 
hilarious masterpiece L’Elisir D’Amore, planned for 20th 
and 21st November 2020 at The Normansfield 
Theatre. 

We hope to have our Teddington Opera Company 
website up and running soon with more details. 
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