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Letter from the Chair 
This is my last letter as Chair of the Teddington Society.  After eight years, which have been both rewarding 

and interesting, I have decided that I must divert more of my energies elsewhere.  These past eight years have 

given me the opportunity to learn much more about Teddington and to meet many of its kind, diverse people.  

The great successes of the past year - the Village Fair, the 150th Railway Anniversary and the celebration of the 

Society’s 40th year - show what a vibrant organisation the Society is, thanks to the dedicated and enterprising 

members of the Executive Committee who give their time and energies to organising these events so brilliantly. 

I am not wholly deserting the affairs of the Teddington Society.  The Executive Committee have kindly elevated 

me to the position of President which will no doubt entail some future tasks(!) and I shall continue to open my 

garden for Teddington in Flower if asked to do so. 

Meantime I must thank everyone for the support and encouragement that I have received. I hope that both the 

Society and Teddington go from strength to strength during the coming years. 

Jenny 

Number 166 Summer 2014 Tidings 

The Teddington Society - Making Teddington an even better place to live and work  

Jenny with John Demont at the AGM. 

President 
Hilton 

The Society is delighted that 

Jenny, Baroness Hilton of 

Eggardon, has agreed to become 

our President as she stands down 

from the Chair after eight years. 

There have only been two 

previous Presidents: Adam Joseph 

(1977-1989) founder of the 

Society and Stanley Grundy (1990

-1994) a prominent local 

businessman. 

At the AGM, Vice President John 

Demont presented Jenny with a 

gift and thanked her for her 

continuing support. 
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Welcome to our new look 

Summer Tidings  

We're very fortunate to have Mark 

Buckley and Carol Dukes of Down To 

Earth Websites as our Guest Editors 

for this edition.  We hope you'll agree 

that they've done a fabulous job. 

It's been a tumultuous quarter with, 

as last year, a number of vacancies 

to fill starting with our Chair who is 

now our President.  Jenny Hilton will still be with us, helping when she 

can and her first duty will be to present a Planning Group plaque to the 

Normansfield Residential Development.  If you can help by giving us your 

time and your talent you'll find Sits Vac below. 

We're all volunteers who love our town and want to do our best to make 

it a great place to live and work.  We want to establish and maintain good 

relations with our neighbours like the Hampton Wick Association and the 

Friends of Bushy & Home Parks who lent us their projector stand for our 

AGM.  

In with this edition you'll find the list of Teddington In Flower venues that 

you can visit on June 8th and a copy of our new membership application 

form designed by local artist Sue Ribbans.  Sue's also designed a new 

mug which we hope will be on sale at the Village Fair on June 29th.   

She's full of new ideas another of which we hope to have ready to unveil 

for Christmas.  So watch this space. 

Before then the next deadline for newsletter copy is July 20th.  

sam.harold@hotmail.com                                          Phone: 8977 2700 

Situations Vacant 
We’re looking for volunteers to help with the work of the Teddington 

Society. Can you help out? 

Newsletter Editor - We need someone to put together our quarterly 

newsletter "TIDINGS".  Working closely with the Publicity Officer, 

Membership Secretary and Treasurer we need someone who is good with 

computers and has a way with words.  The newsletter is our publicity 

organ and is very much the public face of the Society.  Would suit 

budding journalist or IT person. 

Visits - Angela Carvill has organised some fabulous visits for members to 

some interesting places but now would welcome some help.  Would suit a 

job share = four people organising one event each per quarter for 

example.  You'd need to be free during the week to go on trips with 

members.   

Minutes Secretary - Someone to record our Executive Committee 

meetings about 9 times a year plus take minutes at the AGM.  Mike Lloyd 

has moved and would like a replacement.  We meet at the Adelaide and 

the Lensbury at the moment.   

Chairman - We'd welcome any suggestions for a Chairperson to succeed 

Jenny Hilton who has just stood down from the post.   

Photographer - We have an excellent photographer in Brian Holder but 

it would be helpful to have someone else to cover when he's away.  You'd 

need to be free during the week. 

IF YOU CAN HELP OR YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO CAN THEN CONTACT: 

Sheena, Jenny Michell or Sally. See left panel for contact details. 



 

www.teddingtonsociety.org.uk                                                                                                                         3 

Membership Matters 
We welcome the following two new corporate 

members: 

Simply Sound and 

Vision, situated in the 

Teddington Business 

Park. They are Sonos 

UK wireless HiFi experts 

and will give advice on 

all aspects of sound and 

vision in the home. 

www.simplysoundandvision.co.uk 

Mrs Fiona Evans Dental Surgery at 155 High 

Street, Teddington.  This is a private practice which 

offers general dental care, teeth whitening, emergency 

appointments and cosmetic dentistry. 

And also: 

Mr & Mrs Barclay, Mr & Mrs Karski, Ms Jo Hammond, 

Mr & Mrs Harris, Mrs Ursel Free, Mr Kieran Mahon, 

Ms Boariu & Mr Lemanczyk, Maria Newcomb-Hodgetts, 

Mrs Isabel Leighton, Ms Sarah Page, 

Ms Hilary Emmett, Karen Smith & Andy Collier. 

Subscriptions for 2014 

Thank you to all those who have paid as a result of the 

reminder sent out with the last Tidings or who have 

set up new standing orders. 

We now have an online payment facility on our new 

website www.teddingtonsociety.org.uk 

Individual £7     Joint/Family £11     Senior £4       

Joint Senior £5      Corporate Membership £25 

If you require Tidings to be posted to you, add £3. 

Payment by cheque or cash to Mrs J Michell 

(Membership Secretary), 5 Broom Park, Teddington, 

Middlesex TW11 9RN. Please send an SAE too! 

Email Addresses 

Many members have given us an email address so that 

we can circulate information as well as reminders 

about subscriptions etc.  If you have NOT received an 

email in March from the Teddington Society please 

send an email from your latest email address to 

members@teddingtonsociety.org.uk so that we can 

update our records. 

Distributors’ Do 
If you're reading this, then you've received your 

copy of Tidings but have you ever wondered how it 

reaches you?   

A few who live outside the immediate area of 

Teddington get it by post but the vast majority of 

copies are delivered by hand.  To do this we have a 

band of distributors who, each quarter, trudge round 

the streets weighed down by the newsletters, 

popping copies through letterboxes - if they can find 

them!  You'd be amazed how difficult it is to find 

some letter boxes particularly in gated 

developments.   

These people are the unsung heroes of the Society 

but they do a terrific and essential job. We decided 

to get to know them better and in February we held 

a coffee morning in The Park Hotel where some of 

the distributors could meet some of the Committee.  

Our then Chair, Jenny Hilton, thanked them all 

warmly for their help.  She then gave Belinda Heal, 

who has organised Tidings' distribution for many 

years, an orchid as a thank you.    

The Park, a corporate member, did us proud with 

lashings of tea and coffee and a generous supply of 

scrumptious cakes.  We now propose to make this 

an annual event which is a good reason for more of 

you to volunteer to become distributors.  Just let 

Jenny Michell know if you can help. 

members@teddingtonsociety.org.uk  

Distribution organiser Belinda Heal is presented with 

an orchid 

New Membership Application Form 

Along with our brand new website we also have a 

brand new Membership Application Form.  We are so 

lucky to have the talented Sue Ribbans on hand to 

design it for us. It is interesting and thought 

provoking.   

We're putting a copy in with each Tidings and hope 

that you can persuade a friend, neighbour or family 

member to join us.  If you'd like more copies please 

email members@teddingtonsociety.org.uk or contact 

any of your Officers.  We could double our numbers if 

we each enrolled one new member! 
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Environment 
Geoff Howland  8977 9404  

geoff.howland@btinternet.com  

Re-cycling site clean  

We had a successful re-cycling site clean up on 

Wednesday 16 April dealing with a lot of rubbish and 

dumped items at the Cedars Road and Tesco car park 

sites (see photo below). 

At the latter, several dumped items, including a 

microwave oven, were stacked up for the Council to 

collect. I noticed, however, that by the following 

morning the microwave had disappeared, probably 

courtesy of a scrap metal merchant. I was able to 

replace it with a dimplex heater that had appeared 

overnight and been dumped on the can and bottle 

bank. 

Friends of Bushy and Home Parks litterpick 

As I write (on Easter Sunday) we have the Friends of 

Bushy and Home Parks litterpick coming up in a week’s 

time. We have been asked to help with the loan of 

litterpicking equipment and personnel. 

Our own litterpick, centred on the shopping parade in 

Stanley Road, is scheduled for the day before on 

Saturday 26th April. No doubt there will be some 

aching backs and joints etc for those who turn out for 

both events!  I'll report back on that in the next 

Tidings. 

GLA Capital Clean Up project  

After reading five pages of close typed instructions 

(dare I call it five pages of bureaucratic bumf) and 

completing six pages of application form for the GLA 

Capital Clean Up project I'm pleased to report that our 

bid was successful and in the past week a large goody 

package of 10 litterpickers,  

Group Reports 

5 rubbish bag hoops, 10 pairs of heavy duty gardening 

gloves (all medium) and 10 hi-viz waist coats (again 

all medium so they are extremely tight on the average 

sized man) arrived at my house. 

“Good on you, Boris” 

The litterpickers were "trialled" at our recycling site 

clean up and are a vast improvement on our current 

equipment. I've asked the relevant authorities if we 

can swap some of the medium sized items for larger 

sizes...but I'm not holding my breath. But overall I 

think we can say... "Good on you, Boris". 

Riverside and Open Spaces 

Ann Sayer 8977 9495 

a.sayer1@which.net 

The Floods 

Fortunately the recent floods treated Teddington quite 

well.  The dwellings on Trowlock Island, well protected 

on stilts, did not flood.  Generally the water level was 

only a very little above that of the highest of spring 

tides.  The difference was that whereas the top of a 

high spring tide comes and goes within an hour or so, 

on this occasion the high level was maintained for 

several weeks.  

On the tidal stretch the water seemed to remain at 

almost the same level whatever the state of the tide.  

Unfortunately the slight embayment at the Drawdock 

beside Teddington Lock Footbridge resulted in some 

slowing of the water flow there and a ridge of new silt 

has accumulated on the beach. 

Bushy Park 

We welcome Ray Brodie back as Manager of Bushy 

Park.  When he left in the autumn of 2011 to go to 

Kensington Gardens, Simon Richards was left with the 

unenviable task of managing two Royal Parks – 

Richmond and Bushy.  Now Ray is back and Simon can 

return to the more manageable task of looking after 

Richmond Park only.  We thank Simon very much for 

all the work he has done over the last 2½ years. 

Moorings By-law 

We are still awaiting a response from the Department 

for Communities and Local Government. 
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Teddington River Festival 

A repeat of last year’s event.  Put the date and time in 

your diary now:  Sunday July 27, 11am-5pm.  There 

will be stalls on the towpath, on Lock House Island and 

in Manor Road Recreation Ground, boats in the Barge 

Lock, RNLI rescue demonstrations and tours of the 

lifeboat station, kayaking and skiffing opportunities 

and more.  It promises to be a good day out for all. 

Teddington and Ham Hydro 

First of all a slight correction to the feature article  in 

the Spring edition of Tidings: Donald Bell has never 

claimed to have explained how we can successfully 

build a hydro scheme at Teddington weir.  

According to the Editor this sentence appeared as a 

result of a little over-enthusiastic editing.  What 

Donald has done is become an “expert” on matters 

technical on behalf of the Teddington Society and can 

explain how a successful scheme might be built.  

Subtle difference. 

David Lawton (former leader of Teddington Society’s 

Environment Group) and Ann Sayer (leader of the 

Society’s Riverside and Open Spaces Group) continue 

with their task of liaising in relation to the scheme.  

Initially this was limited to liaising with Ham Hydro 

(now Teddington and Ham Hydro), but as Ann said at 

the AGM we will now liaise with any person or group 

connected with the scheme.  

This means talking to the Environment Agency, 

Lensbury, the manufacturer’s agent, and other expert 

parties.   At the time of going to press there is still 

very little that is finally settled. 

Gardens  
Sheena Harold  8977 2700  

sam.harold@hotmail.com 

Daffodils 

The thousand bulbs given to Richmond In Bloom by 

Squires Garden Centre which were planted in Hampton 

Road have flourished as 

you can see in Pete 

Shaw's photo.  Thanks 

go to Carolan Shaw and 

Judith Lawton for dead 

heading them which is 

a back breaking job but 

will ensure the bulbs 

fatten up for next year. 

Teddington in Flower 

The enclosed sheet has all the details of this year's 

event.  Do come along and support our Gardeners' 

efforts.  It's only 50p per garden.  We donate the 

proceeds to local charities or good causes and this 

year we hope to give some money to help plant a wild 

flower meadow at Strawberry Hill House. 

Jubilee & Elmfield Gardens 

The Spring bulbs in Jubilee Gardens looked so lovely 

that Brian Holder went and took some photos for us.  

Elmfield Gardens also looks good although in its early 

stages after replanting. All improvements were 

negotiated by the Society with the Council's Parks 

Department who have done a splendid job. 

 

Richmond in Bloom 

The annual awards launch this year was on May 1st at 

Strawberry Hill House with the buffet in the 

Waldegrave Room of St Mary's College.  You can get 

an entry form from their website 

www.RichmondBoroughinBloom.co.uk or from 

Richmond Borough In Bloom c/o 7 Strawberry Hill Rd., 

Twickenham TW1 4QB  Phone: 8892 4949.  I will have 

a supply here at 1 Avenue Road.  Last date for entries 

is June 27th.  We have some lovely front gardens and 

frontages, blocks of flats, pubs and shop fronts so do 

please enter.  It's free and it helps make the town 

beautiful.    

Capital Clean-up 

Encouraged at a few days' notice to bid for a grant of 

up to £1500 towards town improvements, I bid for 

£1200 to plant wild flowers along Hampton Road 

outside the NPL and round the wooded triangle outside 

the Hospital at the junctions of Hampton & Stanley 

Roads but was not successful.  Perhaps we could use 

money raised at Teddington In Flower to plant the 

edges of the triangle?  The council and several of our 

Councillors approved the idea particularly since the 

Council will be improving the hard surfaces and 

seating.  If you have other suggestions of charities or 

good causes the Society could help, please let me or 

any Society officer know.     

Japanese Visitors 

One of the stranger requests I've had is from a London 

Tour Operator asking if we have a domestic garden 

that 26 Japanese tourists could visit in June!  Do we?  

Of course we do.  Shirley Meaker has agreed to host 

the visit.  More next time. 

Answers to Picture Quiz: 1. Gates outside NPL (used to be in Queens Road); 2. Pizza Express (used to be Horse & Groom); 3. Teddington Suspension Bridge; 

 4. Elleray Hall (antique fairs); 5. Byrne Engineering (old Haymarket building); 6. Teddington Library; 7. La Casa de Habano; 

 8. Teddington Memorial Hospital; 9. Elmfield Dental Surgery; 10. Railway Bridge; 11. Landmark Centre; 12. Tide End Cottage. 
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Roads & Transport 
Brian Holder 8977 1579  

brianholder99@aol.com 

My detailed report to the AGM (which can be seen on 

the website) included reference to the intention to 

seek implementation of a 20mph Home Zone either 

side of the station. This was recommendation 27 of the 

2001/2 Residents' Working Parking Report, which is on 

the Society website as it forms the basis of most 

Roads & Transport Group policies. 

Section 10.2 of the Report states that "the question of 

excessive traffic speeds has been raised at various 

study meetings, and it has become clear that the areas 

selected for our initial parking proposals have natural 

boundaries which lend themselves to the introduction 

of 20mph Safety Zones (along the lines of Home 

Zones). 

Advisory signs would be put up at the entrance to each 

road. Calming may not be necessary as the roads are 

all fairly narrow and are heavily parked. If the 

experiments are a success, other similar discrete 

Zones could be created.” 

As a consequence, Traffic Engineer Colin Tether 

arranged for tarmac to be stripped from road 

entrances with granite setts (see picture below of 

Adelaide Road) in preparation for 20mph zones which 

never materialised. 

Although local Councillors accepted a recommendation 

that yellow lining of corners should be reduced from 10 

metres to 5 metres to create more parking spaces, 

they rejected the Working Party's request for 

experimental 20mph zones. 

The current administration is somewhat reluctantly 

carrying out a limited number of 20mph zone 

consultations, which presumably will continue if they 

remain in power. 

The LibDems have had a change of heart and are 

seeking the introduction of 20mph zones, so it appears 

to be an opportune time to seek the 20mph zones 

requested back in 2001. We will do that after the 

elections. 

History  
Ken Howe  8943 1513 

howe64@btinternet.com 

We have had a busy period and covered the following 

topics: 

West Teddington Information Board 

We are still looking at suitable pictures to use for this 

board. It has been decided not to include the Railway 

Station but as this has been such a large part of 

Teddington's history, we will look at producing a 

separate information board at the Station possibly with 

the help of South West Trains. 

Bronze Age Barrow Plaque 

We have met with the Council and agreed the most 

suitable position to fix such a plaque. Now we are 

waiting for them to confirm that we may proceed. 

Valerie Sullivan Collection 

This continues to occupy much of our time. It is our 

intention to compile a definitive listing in a bound form 

of all of the Teddington fallen, with a brief note on 

each name and a photo where possible, to present to 

the libraries and churches in the town. This will not be 

a quick job. 

War Memorial Talk 

The talk took place on 8th April and was sold out. It 

will be repeated in November at the Borough of 

Twickenham Local History Society. 

Buildings of Townscape Merit 

We have completed the first phase of this in 

conjunction with the Planning Group and presented our 

project to LBRUT with recommendations for additions 

and deletions.  

The next phase is to go through the old censuses from 

1841 and include the names of old residents at the 

selected properties. This is a very labour intensive 

operation and any additional help would be welcomed. 

Please contact Keith Atkinson if you have any spare 

time. kandn.atkinson@gmail.com 

Improving The Causeway 

LBRUT have asked us to assist them in selecting 

suitable images for the hoardings covering the closed 

premises of Bottoms Up. 

Enquiries 

We continue to receive a steady flow of new enquiries 

covering old pictures of Teddington, a picture of the 

first Christ Church c1866 and John MacGregor - the 

founder of the Royal Canoe Club. 

We have also corrected the assumption that Blackmore 

or Blackmoor Farm, which stood on the site of Squires 

Garden Centre, was in any way connected with R D 

Blackmore. 
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A Walk in Teddington  

in Pictures 
Mike Lloyd, our Minutes Secretary for the past year, 

has moved out of the area but still comes to 

Teddington and is getting together with historian 

Paddy Ching on a new project.   

In 1989 Paddy wrote a booklet, printed by Haymarket 

Press called "A Walk In Teddington".  We gave a copy 

to everyone who came to the Annual General 

Meeting.  

When Mike saw the booklet he thought it would be 

good to do a series of illustrative photos and put 

them together with Paddy's prose on the 

website.  The walk is from the river to the hospital 

and will picture all the interesting buildings on the 

way.  We'll let you know when they finish it. 

 Mike Lloyd 

New Teddington Society 

website launched 
The Society’s new website, is now formally operational 

www.teddingtonsociety.org.uk . Please do take a 

moment to wander round the site and check out what 

it offers. We hope you will find it an easy-to-use 

reference point for information about forthcoming 

Teddington events and other useful information. 

The website will also archive past events, news and 

reports. Please do let us know if there is anything you 

would like to see included and do contact us on  

info@teddingtonsociety.org.uk if you spot any errors. 

While you are browsing the site, have a look at the 

Directory of Teddington’s listed buildings and Buildings 

of Townscape Merit, which is clickable from the History 

Group section. This represents a valuable resource to 

local historians, interested residents, and students of 

Teddington’s architecture and its past.  

Finally, no mention of the website would be complete 

without noting the huge debt the Society owes to Colin 

Hicks, who has done sterling work over many years in 

hosting the Society’s website under the auspices of 

Teddington Baptist Church. We are very grateful to 

him for all he has done, and to the Church for its 

hospitality. 

The Probus Club 
Long time Society member Norman Simmons sent us 

this description of their activities.  Let us know if you 

belong to an interesting local organisation that we 

might feature another time. 

Probus Club membership is for retired or semi-retired 

professional and business men who meet with a 

minimum of formality but with a maximum amount of 

fellowship and enjoyment.  The Teddington and 

Hampton Club meet on the third Tuesday of each 

month at the Thames Motor Yacht Club at Hampton 

Court.   

The Club was founded in 1973 as a luncheon club and 

later, as there was a demand, to provide more social 

activities in which members, their wives, families and 

friends could participate. We usually have after-

luncheon speakers who talk on a great variety of 

subjects.  

Pub lunches are organised with a pre-lunch walk for 

those willing and able to participate. Various coach 

outings and events are organised to places of interest 

such as museums, exhibitions and houses and we also 

arrange concert outings to such venues as the 

Festival, Albert and Cadogan Halls. The year is 

concluded with a Dinner and Dance.  

New members are most welcome and should contact 

the Club Secretary, Phil Shepherd, phone number 

01932 854501. 

This summer, just before the real event in Brazil, 

Totally Locally Teddington will be hosting its own local 

version of the World Cup!  

The tournament will see 16 5-a-side teams from local 

independent businesses battle it out at Teddington 

Cricket Club in glorious Bushy Park on Sunday June 1st 

to be crowned champions by a local celebrity. 

Many local events are geared towards mums and kids 

so here is one for the dads! Other fund-raising 

activities including a raffle with fabulous prizes from 

local businesses will raise funds for the League of 

Friends of Teddington Memorial Hospital. 

On the day there will be a BBQ and bar for supporters 

(and players!) so come along to support your favourite 

business/team. 
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Teddington Society considering 

a new flood risk policy 

On 13th October 2009, the Council 

and Environment Agency held a 

meeting in St Mary’s Hall to raise 

public awareness of the risk of 

flooding in Teddington. Similar 

meetings were held up and down 

the Thames Valley.  

By Brian Holder 

These meetings were in response to the Environment 

Agency’s Lower Thames Flood Risk Management 

Strategy. At that time, the risk of flooding was not 

considered to be a major issue, but the Agency had 

already put in place the Jubilee River emergency by-

pass for Maidenhead which ended at Romney Lock 

near Datchet and proposed to extend the flood plain 

management strategy by the introduction of three 

downstream flood diversion channels: 

Channel 1 from Datchet to Wraysbury 

Channel 2 from Egham to Chertsey 

Channel 3 from Chertsey to Shepperton 

In advance of the channel construction, structural 

improvements for Teddington, Molesey and Sunbury 

Weirs were planned. This involved the replacement of 

a 30 metre wide section of each weir with much 

deeper gates to enhance the flow capacity of each weir 

complex, and the widening of the Desborough Cut (at 

Shepperton) to accept greater volumes of water.  

In addition, the Environment Agency would liaise with 

local authorities and other public bodies to develop 

emergency plans. If put in place, the benefits were 

estimated to be: 

 Significant reduction in flood risk to 5,100 

residential properties (housing about 12,800 

people) and about 450 commercial properties 

 Approximately 7,200 residential properties 

(about 18,00 people) taken out of 1 in 100 year 

flood (1% annual chance). 

 Flood levels in the Thames and in tributary and 

adjacent drainage channels lowered; 

 The floodplain management component would 

incorporate surface water issues - a problem in 

Teddington - as a central element, using 

modelling tools to predict surface water flooding 

Unfortunately, none of this work has taken place. As 

we now know, the Jubilee River sluice gates were 

opened in early January to protect Maidenhead, and all 

the areas scheduled for flood reduction measures from 

Old Windsor and Datchet down to Sunbury were 

seriously flooded for a considerable period of time. 

 

It is not clear why the Jubilee River sluice gates were 

not opened a couple of months earlier to lower water 

levels so that if flooding took place it would be at a 

much reduced level. 

 

Flooding also occurred on both sides of the river 

between Teddington Weir and Molesey Weir.  

Fortunately it was nowhere near as bad as upstream, 

but it did indicate that Teddington Weir, with all its 

gates and sluices open, was only just coping with the 

marginally above average flow.  

Government agencies in the UK and elsewhere in the 

world are now forecasting much less stable and more 

extreme weather patterns due to climate change. In 

particular, the cross Atlantic jet stream’s path has 

changed, giving rise to predictions of more wet, warm 

winters like the one we have just had, and very hot, 

dry summers. 

For these reasons, and because of experience gained 

over the last three months, it has become clear the 

Society can no longer assume that flood risk reduction 

measures are in safe hands, and that it must actively 

engage with all the appropriate authorities to ensure 

that flood risks for Teddington and our neighbours in 

Hampton Wick and Twickenham are reduced to a 

minimum.  
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They Care About You by Geoff Howland 

New volunteers are always needed. 

If you are interested in helping in any way or need 

help, contact the TVCG office on 020 8943 3112 or 

speak to Sally or Geoff. 

If you want to enjoy the novel experience of a white 

van driver giving way to you, enquire about joining 

(after a suitable training course) as a minibus driver. 

They really do give way - if only because a minibus is 

a lot larger than the average white van and often 

equally battered!  

Footnote by Sheena Harold 

My late husband knew Peter Holmes.  Ernie had been in the Fleet Air Arm and loved everything to do with 

planes.  He and Peter used to meet at local 'watering holes' and at the RAF Club in London.  Peter's RAF 

nickname was of course "Stately" Holmes!  When I met Peter I discovered that he'd gone to my school Thames 

Valley Grammar (now Waldegrave) but a few years before me!  Once, during the war, when Peter had landed his 

Hurricane at an Italian airfield he met another Thamesian serving with the RAF Commandos! Small world, eh? 

Sally Howland, our Treasurer, wears another hat as 

the TVCG coffee morning kitchen organiser. Geoff 

Howland, our Environment Group convenor does one 

to one driving in his own car and every other Thursday 

takes the wheel of a RAKAT (Richmond and Kingston 

Accessible Transport) blue minibus and takes, on 

average, about 7 or 8 clients to Tesco in Broad Street. 

The photo (right) shows one of Geoff's clients, Peter 

Holmes (known as Pilot Officer Peter by the Thursday 

gang although he actually was a Flight 

Lieutenant) being hugged by a passer by when she 

discovered by chance that he was a WWII Spitfire pilot 

who served in the UK and Malta "in the thick of it".  

The Teddington and Hampton Wick Voluntary Care Group (TVCG) is a 

group of friendly volunteers who assist the elderly, the disabled and 

others in Teddington and Hampton Wick who need a helping hand. 

The volunteers provide lifts for clients to local hospitals, GP surgeries, dentists, vets and the like. They also visit 

people who are isolated and in need of company and help by collecting prescriptions and providing advice and 

information on a wide range of topics. The TVCG runs three shopping minibuses to a local supermarket each 

week. It also organises minibus visits to local places of interest, fund raising coffee mornings, lunches and teas. 

 

Further details can be had on their website: www.tedcare.org.uk 

Peter Holmes with passer by 

Some clients loading the minibus with driver Iain Snaith 
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Teddington doesn't have a Village Green as such, but 

Udney Hall Gardens is the next best thing and that's 

the place to be on Sunday 29th June from 12 noon 

until 5pm because that's where you'll find the Village 

Fair.  It's organised by the Society, the Landmark Arts 

Centre and St. Mary's Parish Church.  Five of the local 

Lions who used to run the Fair are still involved and 

help us run the Fair today.  

Lesley Bossine, Manager of the Landmark, looks after 

the entertainment and has booked two great acts this 

year: The Marvellous Imaginary Menagerie will 

enchant the children as the zany Dr Longitude and his 

strange travelling players regale you with stories of 

the world's weirdest wonder emporium! 

The Dick Danger Show is amazing and just a little 

worrying as Dick performs up a very high pole before 

attempting to dive head first into a bucket of water! 

All the fun of the fair will be there from Park Lane 

Stables' ponies, to the Bowls Club, the Lifeboat, 

Vincenzo's Ice Creams, The Scouts, the NPL, Totally 

Locally, Teddnet, Teddington Dance Studio, St. John's 

Ambulance, the RNLI, Teddington & Ham Hydro, 

Hampton Pool,  and lots more stalls and Anytainment 

with their Inflatables for the little ones.  

Our Christmas Lights Night band Sounds Familiar will 

be playing for us and we hope to have a surfeit of 

ukulele players too. 

Teas will be served in St Mary's Church Hall, and the 

Refreshment/Beer 

tent will be 

sponsored by 

Dexters Estate 

Agents who gave 

us great support 

last year.  

We already have 

generous financial 

support from the 

NPL, the Lensbury 

and Haymarket 

Media Group but 

we do need more.  

If you can make a 

donation towards 

the £5,000 it costs 

to put on the show 

then please contact 

Lesley Bossine at 

the Landmark on 

020 8977 7558. 

Any profit will go to 

local charity.  Last 

year we gave 

£1000 to St. John Ambulance for training equipment 

which will help them to help save lives.   

Most importantly come along and enjoy 

yourselves. SUNDAY 29TH JUNE is one date you 

don't want to miss. 

Don’t miss the finish of the Pram Race at the Fair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Even bigger and better than last year! 

Grand Parade, Live Music, Street Food, Craft Fair, Circus Entertainers and that gorilla with a sidecar 

See you Sunday 10th August 

All enquiries: mark.buckley@hwfestival.org.uk 

Roll Up, Roll Up... 

All the Fun of the Village Fair 
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When was the 

last Pram Race?” “Dunno, no idea.” 

So Alan, you’ll be 

running then? 

Good days those 

Dunno, 5, 10, 15 

years ago? 

“Yeah terrific, 

remember how 

many teams there 

were...” 

I remember at 

least 20 

Nah, at least 25 
Let me Google it... 

only one photo from 

1986 

The Masons 

Arms 

to the 

Village Fair 

On the same day as Teddington Village Fair (29th June), teams in fancy dress will be pushing decorated prams 

from The Masons Arms via several local pubs ending up at the Fair.  

Teams will all be raising sponsorship money for local causes and charities, including:                               

League of Friends of Teddington Memorial Hospital, St John Ambulance and the Langdon Down Centre. 

There will be prizes for the team which raises the most sponsorship,                                                         

the best turned-out team and the fastest over the course. 

But mostly it’s about having fun, just like it was in the olden days.                                                                

Get all your friends out to support the Pram Race and at the end have fun at the Fair. 

Er, ah, mmm, 

maybe not with my 

back as it is, but I 

may be filming it! 

www.teddpramrace.org.uk 

Sunday 

29th 

June 

2014 

It’s back! The Pram Race returns! 
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The 2014 Annual General Meeting 
This year’s AGM took place on 10th April at Elleray 

Hall. 

The Chairman, Jenny Hilton, welcomed the guest 

speaker, Bill Soper, Principal Director from tp bennett, 

architects for the redevelopment of the Haymarket 

and Teddington Studios site in Broom Road which will 

provide 219 new homes. 

Bill gave an interesting and illustrated talk on the 

background to the project and the current plans. He 

answered questions relating to parking, duration of 

planned works, access, provision of low cost housing, 

the re-positioning of the blue plaques, school places 

and disposal of waste using river barges. He was later 

joined by Kevin Costello, CEO of Haymarket Media 

Group. Kevin explained that Haymarket had been in 

Teddington since 1979 and had consolidated on the 

current site in 1995. He then gave details about the 

Haymarket Skills Academy and the Group’s 

commitment to LBRUT with whom they worked 

harmoniously. 

Jenny thanked both gentlemen for their presentations and the formal matters of the AGM then continued. 

Paddy Ching (see minutes) with her tea towel 

Accounts - Report of the Treasurer 2013 
Summary of income and expenditure for the year ended 31 December 2013 

(a detailed breakdown is available on the website and from the Secretary) 

      2013    2012 

Balance brought forward    9,643    9,464 

Income 

Subs, donations, Gift Aid refund  6,879    4,011 

Sales (publications, mugs, other)     336       248 

Charity Jubilee Weekend         -    2,487 

Teddington in Flower       899       939 

LBRuT and Env Agency grants      400    1,120 

Teddington Fair     1,300           - 

Other         658        467   

      10,472    9,272 

Expenditure 

Newsletter    3,302    3,475 

Donations    2,728    3,723 

Other     4,015    1,895   

      10,045    9,093 

Surplus for year        427       179 

Balance carried forward     10,070    9,643 

Sally Howland – Hon. Treasurer                             Denise Woods – Independent Examiner 
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Minutes of the Teddington Society AGM 
held on 10th April 2014 at Elleray Hall 

Members Present:  

John Demont, (Vice President), Jenny Hilton 

(Chairman), Sheena Harold, Josette Nikiforou, Sally 

Howland, Geoff Howland, Jenny Michell, Brian Holder, 

Ann Sayer, Ken Howe, Bhavna Patel, Mike Lloyd and 

about 70 Teddington Society members. 

1. Apologies for Absence  

Apologies had been received from Anne Johnson, 

Mike Woods, Michael Foss, Martyn Kingsford, Donald 

Bell,  Norman Simmons, Alan Benns, Rosemary 

Connellan, Belinda Heal, Angela Carvill and Tania 

Mathias.  

2. Adoption of the minutes of the AGM held on 

16 April 2013  

Adoption of the minutes was proposed by Geoff 

Howland, seconded by Brian Holder and accepted.  

3. Matters arising  

There were no matters arising.  

4. Chairman’s report  

Jenny Hilton reported on a successful year, thanks to 

the hard work and commitment of the committee and 

members.  Events included the Summer Teddington 

Village Fair, the Society’s 40th anniversary party at 

The Landmark Centre and the Christmas lights night. 

She said that the latter was bigger and better than in 

previous years and she expressed thanks to the 

Teddington business community for their contribution 

to a highly successful and enjoyable event.  

Jenny explained that she was retiring as the Society’s 

Chairman after 8 years and felt that it was time to 

move on and concentrate on her other commitments, 

although she would, of course, still ‘be around’ and 

would be opening her garden for Teddington in 

Flower.  

5. Convenors’ Reports (available on website) 

These had been distributed for members to read. 

Jenny Hilton thanked the convenors and asked them 

to stand and be identified:  

Bhavna Patel – Corporate Liaison; Geoff Howland – 

Environment who thanked members for helping with 

recycling site clean-ups and litter picking events; Ken 

Howe – History, who is well known in Teddington for 

his articles and excellent talks; Michael Foss – 

Planning (who was absent, but three         /continued 

...continued from previous column 

members of the planning group, Keith Atkinson, 

Diana Gillespie and Emma Twyman stood up to share 

the applause); Ann Sayer – Riverside and Open 

Spaces, who commented on the Environment Agency 

and the Teddington and Ham Hydro; Brian Holder – 

Roads and Transport, who commented on the new 

paving, the proposed 20 mph limit on residential 

roads, the state of the station southern footbridge 

over the railway and reminded members to talk to 

political candidates about that when they came door-

knocking looking for votes;  Sheena Harold – Trees 

and Gardens, who asked for volunteers to leave their 

names as gate keepers for the forthcoming 

Teddington in Flower event; and Jenny Michell – 

membership, who thanked members who had paid 

their subscriptions, and mentioned the new web site 

which was worth visiting. 

6. Treasurer’s Report  

Copies of the accounts had been distributed for 

members to read. Sally Howland gave a brief 

summary of the key points and asked for questions. 

In response to a question from David Lawton, she 

said that the outstanding amount due from LBRUT for 

the TEG’s work in 2013 on their three “adopted” re-

cycling sites had now been received in full.  

7. Adoption of Accounts  

The adoption of the accounts was proposed by Ken 

Howe and seconded by Jenny Michell and was 

accepted.  

8. Vote of thanks to the Treasurer and the 

Independent Examiner  

 A vote of thanks was expressed to the Treasurer, 

Sally Howland, and to the Independent Examiner, 

Denise Woods.  

9. Motions  

There were none. 

10. Election of Officers and Committee Members  

It was explained that The Teddington Society 

Constitution requires all Honorary Officers and one 

third of the Executive Committee to vacate their 

positions and stand for re-election.  The Chairman 

formally vacated the office and the proceedings were 

then led by John Demont, Vice President.  /continued  
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...continued from previous page 

John thanked Jenny for her Chairmanship over the 

past 8 years, which represented 20% of the Society’s 

life. A good organisation needs a good chairman, and 

Jenny has been a good chairman. She has handled 

some difficult issues and some difficult people. She is 

as busy now as ever, doing many other things 

including travelling, as a member of The House of 

Lords, to other countries as an Election Monitor. But 

she is not going to leave the Society, as she has 

agreed to become the President. He then presented 

her with a gift from the Society as a token of 

appreciation. Jenny said a few words in return and 

thanked John and the Society.  

Paddy Ching was given a gift in recognition of her 

many years as Convenor of the History Group, from 

which she stood down last year. She offered her 

thanks and added that she had always felt History to 

be a strong feature of the Society. Sheena also 

presented her with an appropriately pertinent tea 

towel as she’d recently had laser eye treatment. 

A gift would also be given to Mike Woods, who 

recently resigned as Editor of Tidings, in recognition 

of his many years editing and producing the Society 

newsletter.  

Mike Lloyd who had stood down as Minutes Secretary 

as he had moved away from Teddington was 

presented with a gift for his work during the year.  

Formal re-elections continued. The following were put 

forward as a group:  

Sheena Harold – Vice Chairman and Publicity Officer  

Josette Nikiforou – Hon Secretary   

Sally Howland – Hon Treasurer  

Jenny Michell – Membership Secretary  

Brian Holder – Roads and Transport  

Geoff Howland - Environment  

Re-election proposed by Pete Shaw and seconded by 

Judith Lawton and elected.  

There were no proposals for Chairman, Editor and 

Minutes Secretary so these positions remain vacant.  

In conclusion, John said that if any Society member 

felt that they might like to help run the Society by 

joining the Executive Committee in a vacant position, 

or indeed in any other way, they should speak to the 

Vice Chairman, Sheena Harold. He then thanked all 

the members of the Executive Committee for their 

hard work over the past year.  

11. Appointment of Independent Examiner  

John Demont thanked Denise Woods, the 

Independent Examiner, in her absence, and 

announced that Pete Shaw would take the office for 

the coming year.  

John explained that Sheena Harold, as Vice 

Chairman, would take the chair for the remaining 

items.  

12. Any Other Business  

Sheena thanked John Demont for conducting the 

proceedings and invited questions. The following 

issues were raised. 

Bob Harris recommended that the Society work with 

the Teddington and Ham Hydro project team more 

closely as the proposal states that 10% of the profits 

from the project would be invested in Ham and 

Teddington. Some Teddington Society members at 

the meeting were doubtful that a profit would be 

generated from the project. Bob’s comments were 

noted by the Committee.  

Judith Lawton said that she would like Convenors to 

present their reports in person as had been done in 

the past. While the Executive Committee do get to 

see Group Leaders’ reports throughout the year, 

ordinary members don’t apart from those written up 

for Tidings. A straw poll showed the majority of 

members present agreed with that. Louise Humphrey 

suggested that hearing the Convenors might 

encourage members to join a group.  

Pete Shaw asked in what way the Society is involved 

with the Teddington and Ham Hydro and questioned 

the figures produced by the project team. Jenny 

explained that we have an elaborate system of liaison 

with the Teddington and Ham Hydro project team. 

The Planning Group had produced a balanced 

document so we were aware of the situation. It was 

important to keep in touch with the Teddington and 

Ham Hydro project, but we need to remember that it 

is a commercial venture.  

In response to a suggestion from the floor about 

holding another public meeting about the Teddington 

and Ham Hydro project, David Lawton explained that 

there was no point in doing this until revised plans 

had been produced and submitted to the Council.  

13. Close of meeting  

Sheena congratulated Elizabeth Foster on her 

birthday, welcomed Mark Merrington, the Chairman 

of Hampton Wick Association, to the meeting and 

thanked David and Judith Lawton, Peter Roche, Diana 

Macdonald and Carolan Shaw for organising the 

refreshments. Finally she thanked all those present 

for attending the meeting and declared the meeting 

closed. 
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2. But it's not a pub 3. Self taught 

4. Also handy for antiques 5. Old Hay 6. Read all about it 

7. Ciggy anyone? 8. Walk in 9. Like pulling teeth 

10. In training 11. Work in progress 12. Hic 

Picture Quiz 
Can you identify these Teddington locations? 

Thanks to Alan Benns for this great picture quiz. He’s even added a clue to help you. 

Answers at the foot of page 5. 

 

You might also be interested to know that our new website at www.teddingtonsociety.org.uk hosts a photo 

gallery. We already have albums for Teddington in Flower and last year’s 150th anniversary of the station. If you 

have any interesting Teddington photos, please do send them in to members@teddingtonsociety.org.uk. 

1. Old Queens 
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Society Events 
City of London visit: Tuesday May 13th 

Repeat of last year’s popular event with City Guide, Gillian Blatchford,  

taking us round the heart of London’s historic centre. If you wish to make 

sure that you are on the list, please call Angela Carvill on 8977 0167. 

Totally Locally World Cup: Sunday June 1st 

Teddington Cricket Club, Bushy Park. See page 7 for more details. 

Teddington in Flower:  Sunday June 8th: 2pm to 6pm 

For list of venues see enclosed flyer or website. 

Annual Riverside Litterpick: Friday June 20th at 4.30pm  

Meet at Boat Shop, Ferry Road. 

Last day for Richmond In Bloom entries: Friday June 27th 

Judging July 4th -11th inc. See below for more details. 

Teddington Village Fest Charity Day: Saturday June 28th 

Local shops will be organising various events in aid of Charity. 

Teddington Village Fair: Sunday June 29th midday to 5pm 

For more details see page 10. 

Teddington Charity Pram Race: Sunday June 29th 

See page 11 or www.teddpramrace.org.uk for more details. FREE ENTRY. 

Teddington River Festival: Sunday July 27th 11am-5pm 

At the Lock, in Manor Road Recreation Ground & at the Lifeboat Station.  

Come and visit the Society’s Stand on Ham Towpath. 

Coffee Mornings at Peg Woffington’s Cottage, 167 High Street 

From 11am on Tuesday June 17th, Tuesday July 15th, Friday August 15th 

New members always welcome. Join us for coffee and cakes. 

Richmond in Bloom 2014 
Our beautiful borough won GOLD last year, both in LONDON IN BLOOM 

(for the third year running) and even more dramatically in BRITAIN IN 

BLOOM and was judged joint winner of the City category. 

The Merit Awards of Gold, Silver Gilt, Silver and Bronze are judged to 

Royal Horticultural Society standards, and the best entry in each 

category achieves a coveted Richmond Borough in Bloom 

commemorative plaque. Individual entries may also win an award in 

London in Bloom. 

The categories are:  

1. Front Garden 

2. Residential Frontage 

3. Park & Bloom 

4. Block of Flats 

5. Community Building 

6. Hotel or Pub Exterior 

7. Shop Frontage or Business Premises 

8. Commercial Centre 

9.  Richmond & Twickenham Times Award       

 for the Best Residential Floral Display 

10. Serco Award for the Best 

 Environmental Garden or Project 

Entry forms are available from 

www.richmondboroughinbloom.co.uk 

or from: 

Richmond Borough in Bloom: 

c/o 7 Strawberry Hill Road, Twickenham, TW1 4QB, Phone 8892 4949. 

Closing date for entries is Friday, June 27th. See details inside. 

2013 Poster: Tegan Williams 

Our Corporate Members 

We’d like to thank all our corporate 

members for their continued support. 

1 of 1 Design  

Architecture:wk 

British Maritime Technology  

Broom Water Association  

Byrne Group  

Dexters  

Diners Delight  

Dragon Toys  

Edward Giles  

Elements  

Elleray Hall  

The Fallow Deer  

Fairwater House Residents Assn  

Financial Planning Group 

Fun Factory  

Gillian Million  

Girasole  

Haymarket Publishing  

Kagan Moss & Co  

Kindle Stoves  

Kitchen Sync  

Landmark Arts Centre  

La Casa del Habano  

Lensbury Club  

Malo Clinic Teddington  

Mela Mela  

Milestone Residential  

Moiduls  

National Physical Laboratory  

Nova Fortuny  

Park Hotel  

Park Lane Stables  

Parsonage & Co  

Roger Sutton & Co  

San Marino Mail UK Ltd  

Shambles Bar & Restaurant  

Sidra Patisserie  

Simply Sound & Vision 

Sims Opticians  

Snellers  

Squires Garden Centre  

Stepping On Out  

Stevens Tyres  

Stone Rowe Brewer  

Stoneydeep Residents Assn  

Strawberry Hill House  

Studio 148  

Tamesis Club  

Teddington Artists  

Teddington Bowling Club 

Teddington Cricket Club 

Teddnet  

The Tree Agency  

TW11 Magazine  

Waterstones  

Woodgate-Loydor 

Zeldaland 


